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Preface 
I think it was William Shakespeare who said 


‘““The evil that men do lives after them, 
The good is often interred with their bones,’ 


and 


‘There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”’ 


Elsewhere I read 


“To every man there openeth 
A way, and ways, and a way, 
And the high soul climbs the high way, 
And the low soul gropes the low, 
And every man decideth 
‘The way his soul shall go.” 


And again, 


“One ship drives east, 
Another drives west 
While the selfsame 
breezes blow; 
"Tis the set of the sails 
and not the gales 
That bids them where to go. 


Like the winds of the sea 
are the ways of fate 


As we journey along 
through life; 

Tis the set of the soul 
that decides the goal 

And not the calm 
or the strife.”’ 


Sketches from the life story and some of the work of 
Bishop Alexander Preston Shaw are here offered to such 
as may care to read them, with the humble hope that 
knowledge of the career of a consecrated man may lead 
some, as did the ancient pillars of cloud and fire, to take 
the road that leads to the promised land of service and 
human betterment. | 

J. BEVERLY F. SHAW 
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CHAPTER I 


EARLY ENVIRONMENT 


In 1879 A LITTLE CABIN STOOD ON THE EDGE OF THE SWAMP 
between Abbeville and Oxford, Mississippi some two 
hundred yards north of the bridge of the Illinois Central ~ 
Railroad—on the west side of that road—that spans the 
Hurricane Creek. Here Alexander Preston Shaw was born 
April 18, of that year. He was named Alexander after the 
first name of his father’s master, and Preston after the . 
‘ middle name of his father, whose name was Duncan Pres- 
ton Shaw. By this time the smoke and smell of battle had — 
cleared from the battlefields and skirmish grounds of 
the great War Between the States of the Union, but the 
memory of this strife was fresh in the minds of all. Hatred 
and resentment were rife, but there was not much of this 
sort of feeling between Duncan Preston Shaw and his mas- 
ter’s family. On the morning after the news of freedom 
reached the farmers in Lafayette County, Mississippi, the 
master of Duncan Shaw, called him in for counsel and said 
to him: “Dunk, you are as free this morning as I am. You 
can either go back to the home community at College Hill 
and consult with your brothers as to what to do; or you 
can stay here with me and work and I will pay you for your 
work.” Duncan, who was just sixteen years old, chose to 
go for consultation with his brothers. These were Aaron, 
James Polk, Robert, Henry, and Newton, brothers, en- 
titled to be called Shaws by the code of ethics of fellow- 
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servants. However, Aaron the oldest of the boys was chosen 
as the chairman of the assembly, and he suggested that 
they all should take the name Shaw, out of respect for the 
kind treatment of them by their former master. To this, 
James Polk took exception, saying that Mr. Alexander 
Shaw was not his father, and, as his father was named 
Simon Shaw he would just take the name Simon as his 
family name, and he was known ever thereafter as James 
Polk Simon. Robert said “Well, Pll take the name of my 
young mistress” to whom he had been willed by his mas- 
ter, and he was known afterwards as .Robert Anderson. 
Aaron said “I will take the name Shaw” and Henry, New- 
ton, and Duncan agreed with him and chose Shaw for 
their family names. This is the immediate background 
from which Bishop Alexander Preston Shaw has come. 

The bishop’s mother, Maria Petty Shaw, was a slave in 
the house of her mistress, and suffered no such hardship 
as might have been experienced among the field hands 
of that period. On the other hand, she imbibed the ideals 
of personal conduct and character, and rearing of her 
children as she came in contact with in the aristocratic 
‘ atmosphere of the Old South. The ancestry running far 
back into the years on the mother’s side of the house is 
known to me. The mother’s grandfather stayed in our 
home until the day of his death in 1890. His name was 
Jack Marion. He lived to be so old without being ill that 
at first he walked with a stick, then with two sticks, then 
until he could not walk at all at any length, but had to sit 
most of the time in a chair, then he got so old that he was 
confined to his bed until at last, one morning, he did not 
wake up, but slipped away into eternity. I used to ask him, 
“Grandpa, how old are you?’ He would say, “Well, son, 
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I’ve been here and I’ve been here. I was a grown man 
in Charleston, South Carolina when the stars fell; I drove 
wagon loads of cotton to Memphis, ‘Tenn., when there was 
no town there by that name; only the name Chickasaw 
Bluffs.” Once, after I had been studying United States 
History in school, I conceived the idea of finding out how 
old was “Grandpa Jack.” So I asked him “How many wars, 
Grandpa, do you remember?” He said “son, I remember 
four wars.” Then I asked him whether he could call the 
names of any of the big men who took part in the first war 
he could remember. He answered “Yes, my master was 
a general in the first war I can remember. His name was 
General Francis Marion, and that’s where I got the name 
Marion.” My curiosity was heightened and I asked him. 
“Well, Grandpa, how old were you when that war closed?” 
and he said “Son, they told me I was ten years old.” The 
rest was primary arithmetic. He must have been born in 
1766 plus or minus, and, as he died in 1890, he was by 
close approximation 124 years old when he died. 

His daughter, Lizzie Marion, was our grandmother. She, 
too, stayed in our home, and she was the only doctor pres- 
ent and officiating at the birth of any of our mother’s chil- 
dren. This of course, includes the bishop. To the union of 
Duncan Preston Shaw and Maria Petty Shaw were born 
seven children in the order of seniority named: Henrietta 
Elizabeth Fullilove, Emma S. Carter of Chicago; James 
Beverly Ford Shaw, Alexander Preston Shaw, Martha 
Shaw, Maggie Shaw Fullilove, and Joseph Graham Shaw, 
a physician of McGehee, Ark. Martha and Maggie have 
passed to their reward, the others survive at this writing. 

Those most competent to judge seem not perfectly sure 
whether the major influence is environment or heredity 
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in determining the direction, achievement, and destiny 
of one’s life. It is sufficient here to make the record and 
state the truth of the early environment of Bishop Shaw. 
He was born and reared some three miles south of the 
little village of Abbeville, Lafayette County, Mississippi 
at the time his parents were share-croppers on a plantation. 
We children had a way of claiming small pigs and calves 
as our own, with the idea of eating the best or the pre- 
ferred parts of the meat they would furnish at the time 
of slaughter. One year, my choice was a little yearling 
which we called Etta. But that year there was no feast, for 
my Etta was taken for debt and driven away. I remember 
how I prayed: “My Lord, will it always be like this with 
us? Lord show me the way out.” Little Preston was too 
young to know what it was all about. So I prayed for him 
too, “Lord, show us the way.” In later years I came across 
stanzas of a hymn by Charles Wesley which seemed to me 
to portray my feelings at that time. They read something 
like this: 

Come on my partners in distress 

My comrades through the wilderness, 

Who still your bodies feel; 

Awhile forget your griefs and fears, 


And look beyond this vale of tears, 
To that celestial hill. 


Beyond the bounds of time and space, 
Look forward to that heavenly place, 
The saints’ secure abode; 

On faith’s strong eagle pinions rise, 
And force your passage to the skies, 
And scale the mount of God. 


We played on moon-shiney nights such plays as: ‘‘King, 
King, Katoco; You to come and I to go,” and ran to 
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catch those youngsters who could not run so fast as we, 
and enjoyed the sports common to barefooted country 
boys in spring and summer; and heard the call of bob- 
white, the quail, in season; listened to the hoot of the who- 
owl and the scary cry of the screech-owl; caught fish in 
Hurricane Creek and the Pechahalia; climbed trees and 
hunted plums, wild peaches, persimmons, ‘possum grapes; 
slept in shucks, cotton houses and fodder stacks; hunted 
the opossum and treed the ’coon. We never got away from 
the consciousness of our limitations. We never could shake 
off the feeling that from the main stream of humanity we 
were a thing apart. That dared us. We challenged it. 
Well, the Lord did show us the way. And that way led 
right out from our home in the life and teachings of our 
parents. ‘They taught us to stand on our own feet, to find 
a way or make one; that nothing can stand but honesty, 
truth, justice, fair-play; that what we sow we would have 
to reap; that there was no place in life for sowing wild 
oats; that profanity and lying, cheating, and stealing can 
not succeed. They taught us respect for age, for ministers 
and teachers and for lawfully constituted authority, good 
manners and good behavior. They stressed the glory of 
God, the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the saving faith 
in Jesus Christ. his was done by precept and example. 
We never heard either of our parents seriously criticized 
for any breach of good character, proper conduct or good 
will towards others. Some of these teachings took the form 
of old fashioned proverbs and sayings, such as “What 
you buy you have to pay for,” “A deed is as broad as it 
is long,” ““Nothing goes over the devil’s back that does not 
buckle under his belly.” Then there was the blessing at 
every meal, the prayer at bed-time and the family prayer 
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meeting. This steeped us in an atmosphere of Christian 
living. Our father taught us that lying, stealing, profanity, 
drunkenness and carousing were not in the program of 
our world, but in that of the underworld. 

This was the atmosphere in which Bishop Alexander 
Preston Shaw was brought up. With all, he was a regular 
boy, fond of home-made bows and arrows, popguns, hunt- 
ing, fishing and trapping for game birds and rabbits. He 
could take a hickory stick some three feet long, and heavy 
at one end, and with it throw at and bag more rabbits than 
the average country boy could kill with a double barreled 
shotgun. Besides he was one of the best baseball players in 
the community—a catcher and first baseman—a good 
normal boy. 
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OFF ‘TO SCHOOL 


SCHOOLS IN LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI WERE FEW AND 
far apart in those days, and teachers were scarce. ‘The 
truth is that in the early days of Alexander Preston Shaw 
there were hardly more than a baker’s dozen colored peo- 
ple in the entire county who could read fluently and write 
legibly. Most of the schools were conducted in churches, 
and were entirely without equipment. ‘There would be a 
blackboard of home-make and such crayon as the patrons 
might chip-in and buy, and a wood-burning stove for 
which the scholars would gather dead wood on their way 
to school. Of course there were no electric lights in those 
days and few coal-oil lamps among us equipped with lamp- 
chimneys. Most of them simply had wicks reaching down 
to the oil, and these, when lighted, gave off far more smoke 
than light. We did not go in for tallow or sperm candles 
as these were more costly, and we thought them to be 
merely ornamental. Instead of bothering with them we 
would gather dead oak brush on our way from school or 
field, and building a huge blaze in the open fireplace, we 
would prostrate on our stomachs and study our lessons 
from the school books. In this way Alexander Preston 
Shaw got his primary education and Grammar School 
training. 

During the Reconstruction Period or the days immedi- 
ately succeeding the Civil War, the colored people who, 
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during earlier times enjoyed the privileges of some edu- 
cation, came South and were the teachers of the colored 
youth. Among them was the Reverend James Lynch a na- 
tive of Baltimore, Maryland, and whose father was a free 
and comparatively well-to-do merchant in that city. The 
Reverend Mr. Lynch who was a Bachelor of Arts from a 
college in New England went to Mississippi to work with 
the Freedmen’s Bureau and later became Secretary of 
State for Mississippi, where he died in office. His widow, 
Mrs. Lugenia Lynch was the first teacher of Alexander 
Preston Shaw at the little Smith’s Chapel C. M. E. Church 
in Lafayette County. His later teacher was Jonas W. Avant, 
who walked eight miles from Oxford, the County Seat, 
and back daily. Schools in that County at that time were 
carried on only four months in the year, and this term was 
often divided into two months in winter and two in sum- 
mer, in order to have the children free to work in the 
fields. ‘This teacher Avant, who was not himself extensive- 
ly educated, was a great inspiration and encouragement to 
those whom he taught. He kept telling us that there were 
much bigger and better schools ahead of us, that if we 
would be careful to develop sound minds in sound bodies, 
and good enough character we could do and be anything 
within the privileges and limitations of American citizen- 
ship. He showed us how, in working, walking, swimming 
and play we could become strong in body and mind. He, 
early in our years, introduced into his little school curricu- 
lum Smith’s Primer of Physiology and Hygiene, which 
headlined “The Effects of Alcohol and Narcotics on the 
Human System.” This little book said whiskey, tobacco and 
narcotics were poisonous to the human system, and we be- 
lieved it. He told us that blackguard talk, profanity and 
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billingsgate showed low breeding, and we believed that. 
The result was that I have never heard a word of that 
kind from the lips of either of my brothers, and all of us 
are tee-totalers as to alcohol and none of us ever used 
tobacco in any form. Among other teachers who exerted 
much influence on Alexander Preston were A. B. Poston 
and W. H. Bailey. 

The days of schooling were the days of sacrifice not ta 
say hardship. Our father, Rev. Duncan P. Shaw, struggled 
along against the odds. He was a share-cropper with a large 
family when he was trying to scrap-up a rudimentary edu- 
cation enough to make yearly advancement in his preach- 
ers’ courses of study with a view of becoming a full mem- 
ber of the conference. At length he offered for admission 
on trial in the North Mississippi Conference of the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church, but when he came up to the 
time of full membership in that Conference, the presiding 
bishop pressed some questions with reference to the size 
of his family, which discouraged him, with the result that 
at the Annual Conference of the Mississippi Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which met that same 
year at Oxford, his native County Seat, he entered the 
ministry of that Church. As an evangelistic preacher he 
was unusually gifted and devout. However, he never 
served a pastorate that paid him more than six hundred 
dollars a year, which was above the average salary for 
ministers of that time in that section of the country. At 
first he tried to carry on his little farm and serve his 
charges at the same time, failing at one and making poor 
progress in the other. One night, I heard him say to our 
mother after they had retired for the night in our little 
two-roomed log cabin with stick-and-dirt chimneys, 
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‘‘Mamma, I have been thinking that I will have either to 
give up the little farm or go on no further in the ministry, 
and I have decided to give up the farm, let come what 
may.” Following that night, our day of hope dawned, and 
Alexander Preston Shaw started over the horizon to success. 

The next conference appointed our father pastor of 
Vaiden Circuit, and from there he sent the oldest of his 
children to Rust College at Holly Springs. But, feeling 
sure that his income would not be sufficient to give all his 
children an education, I heard our mother say to our fa- 
ther, “Shaw,” she usually addressed him thus—‘“You would 
better move us up to Holly Springs, the college town, and 
let me stay there with the children, and you go on to what- 
ever charge the Conference may send you, come home 
when you can and send us such money to live on as you can, 
and I will work out in service when it becomes necessary, 
and do the best I can, until every one of the children is 
graduated from college.” ‘These were awful days. There 
were times when our father could send her for our support 
only two or three dollars a week. I have known our mother 
to stretch this allowance out into a little corn-meal mush, 
ash-cakes, hoe-cakes and grits and gravy, mixed with such 
vegetables as she would gather from her garden, cook it 
up—and she was an excellent cook—and sit off to the side 
while her children sat down to eat, saying “It makes me 
happy to see my children eat.’’ She promised our father she 
would carry on until the last offspring had graduated from 
college. She kept her word, until at last one day, Joseph, 
the young physician brother of us, wired us all that she 
had suffered a stroke of paralysis while working in her 
garden, and prognosis was bad, and that if we would see 
her again alive we must hasten to her bedside. Lingering 
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a few days, she slipped out from one great adventure to 
the other. Our father assembled us out on the porch of 
our little cottage, and addressing us, said “Well, children, 
she’s gone. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

Too much credit cannot be given Rust College at Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, an institution which was at that 
time under the auspices of the Freedmen’s Aid Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, for shaping the ideals 
and directing the destiny of Bishop Alexander P. Shaw. 
The school was called Rust University at that time, not 
because its founders did not know the meaning of the 
word university, but as the measure of the good will of 
its founders. They knew that at first the school would 
have to do grammar school and high school work long 
before its students could be qualified for college, to say 
nothing of university study. But it was their hope and de- 
sire that the children of the freedmen who attended 
the school might, ere long, advance to that level. So that 
the charter, written in 1872, provides for Grammar School, 
High School, College of Liberal Arts, a Medical and Dental 
School and a School of Law. So the name was the hope and 
prophecy of the founders. 

The first presidents and teachers there were white men 
and women from New England and the North, many of 
them honor graduates from Boston University and other 
high-ranking institutions of those sections of the country. 
The president of the institution at the time Bishop Shaw 
was a student there was an S. T. D., Ph.D. from Boston 
University, and one of the teachers had studied in the 
University of Paris, France. All the faculty were high- 
ranking scholars. They left their moral and academic 
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ideals in the atmosphere there to such an extent that 
those ideals are still prevalent there at the time of this 
writing. 

This school maintains yet the missionary spirit of its 
founders, who offered to promising students every pos- 
sible opportunity to work while they pursue their studies. 
Alexander Preston Shaw took full advantage of these 
privileges. During the summer vacation he would do 
enough of any kind of work that he could, in order to pay 
the cost of his tuition for the coming year. At the same 
time, he served as general utility man in the installation 
and up-keep of the first telephone system installed in the 
little city of Holly Springs, besides teaching in summer 
schools common in those days in Mississippi. He served 
for a time as exchange night operator until it was dis- 
covered by the patrons that he was a Negro. He, of course, 
lost his job as exchange operator but continued as lineman 
and he also became quite efficient in the repair of tele- 
phones and lines when these got out of order. 

The bishop says: “I was quite fond of climbing tele- 
phone poles, the higher the better I liked it. I shall never 
forget how a friend of my mother’s saw me at the top of a 
tall telephone pole stringing telephone wires. She called to 
me at the top of her voice, saying, ‘Boy, if you was a chile 
o’ mine, I wouldn't let you clim’ tall telephone poles.’ ”’ 

He says “My foreman was a typical Southern white man 
who did not take his workers into his confidence or tell 
them in a general way what he wanted done. He generally 
directed every movement of his workers often to his own 
disadvantage in getting the work done.” 

“One day, I mustered up courage enough to tell him that 
if at the beginning of the day he would tell me what he 
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wanted done I could make everything contribute to the 
end sought, thus saving much time and energy, which I 
naturally liked to conserve as much as possible.” 

“There was the finest type of friendship developed 
between my employer, his family, and myself. After I 
went to Atlanta to study for the ministry, during vaca- 
tion, I was employed at my old trade and, when I was to 
preach as student preacher at my church in Holly Springs, 
among the most ardent listeners in the congregation were 
the entire family of my employer who were as much in- 
terested in my work as a minister as they were in my work 
as a telephone lineman. To my surprise, I saw the whole 
family in tears as I preached my trial sermon.” 

The bishop entered Rust in the spring of 1893, and 
was classed in the Fifth Grade, and was graduated from 
that institution in May 1902 with the degree of A.B. He 
taught a year in the public schools of Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, and the next year was made principal of the public 
school in Holly Springs, Mississippi, his home town. 

The bishop gives the following account of his call to 
the ministry. He says: 

“For several years before graduating at Rust, I was 
conscious of a definite call to the ministry, but my father 
was a preacher and also my brother. My father was an 
unusually effective preacher of his day, who was counted 
as one of the greatest in the community where he was 
known. My brother was gifted above the ordinary as a © 
speaker and winner of several declamatory and oratorical 
contests. I felt I had no such natural gifts. The sight of an 
audience frightened me and made my knees tremble, and 
took away my control of the squeaky voice I had. I there- 
fore felt that two Shaws in the ministry were quite suf- 
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ficient. So I determined to try teaching for a while until 
I could buy a farm and give myself to the realization of 
my dream of becoming a great farmer and a large land- 
owner. During the year I taught in the public schools of 
Birmingham, my health was very poor. I became principal 
of the public school of my home town, but somehow, I 
could never become reconciled to teaching as a profession. 
I could get no joy out of it. I was always glad to come to 
the end of the day or week, or the end of the school term. 
The fact is, I knew I was not in the place I should be, 
in the schoolroom or in the teaching profession.” 

“In 1890, the year in which I was converted in a revival 
meeting conducted by my father, I learned how to read 
well enough to become a reader of books outside of the 
regular school textbooks. My father having had no school- 
ing, although he was quite an effective evangelist, had no 
library. He had only a few simply written books about 
the Bible, which he kept lying about the house. One day 
I ran across the story of the Acts of the Apostles that was 
quite easy to read. It was summer and under the spell of 
this story, I slipped away under shade trees and read until 
I had finished my first book. As I read, there came into 
my mind an intense desire to be like the Apostles, filled 
with spiritual power capable of enabling them to do won- 
ders in the name of Jesus. This was the real beginning of 
my call to the ministry.” 

‘Time passed away. My brother, Beverly, had given 
himself to the ministry and made it known to the family 
and friends. I gave up my intentions for a while, hoping 
that my brother would serve in that field in my stead.” 

“It was in the summer of 1896 while I was teaching in 
a little summer school about four miles Northwest of 
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Pontotoc, Mississippi that I received the sad news of the 
unexpected death of my favorite sister, Martha, next to 
me in age in our family. The fact that she and I were in 
the same class in Rust College brought us closer together 
than the rest of the children of the family. In the class in 
Algebra, she was quite efficient in the technique of work- 
ing out algebraic equations in which I was very deficient. 
I could state a problem but could not work it out after I 
had properly stated it, not knowing much about the 
rules governing algebraic signs and such, a thing in which 
my sister was quite proficient. This brought us very close 
together and made us dependent one upon the other in 
school. Her death took out of my life something which 
caused me to think most seriously about what I should do 
as a life work.” 

“Brought up in an intensely religious family and having 
developed a great liking for Bible reading and the hymns 
of the church, I spent most of my spare time reading Bible 
stories and committing to memory the familiar hymns of 
the Hymn Book. The shock of my sister’s death drove me 
more and more to these things and caused me to think 
seriously again about the ministry. With almost childish 
faith, after having read the story of Gideon and his fleece, 
I made up my mind to ask God to show me what he wanted 
me to do. That night it came to me in a dream or vision, 
I know not which, a picture of the great old hymn: ‘Tell 
It Out Among the Nations that the Lord is King.’ I saw it 
as it is set to music as it appears in the Hymn Book. I knew 
from that day onward what my life-work was.” 

After graduation from Rust College in the spring of 
1902 and having taught two years, having definitely de- 
cided to enter the ministry, Alexander P. Shaw was 
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matriculated at Gammon Theological Seminary in the 
fall of 1904. Rev. L. G. Adkinson was president of Gammon 
at that time and among the professors there at that time 
who became the favorite teachers of Alexander P. Shaw 
were Dr. J. W. E. Bowen, Senior, who taught Church 
History; Dr. George H. Trevor who taught Hebrew and 
New Testament Greek; and Dr. W. J. Yates who had the 
Chair of Systematic ‘Theology. Mr. Shaw was employed as 
Assistant Librarian, and, having saved some money to 
defray his expense in school, this with some help from 
the Student Loan Fund of the Board of Education, gave 
him plenty of time to give to his studies in which he made 
marks far above the average. The bishop says: “In fact, 
I do not mention the marks I received in Hebrew, Church 
History and many other courses, lest my friends might 
believe me to be exaggerating. The records of the Seminary 
speak for themselves.”” He was awarded the degree of B. 
D. in cursu by Gammon Seminary. 

After his graduation from Gammon, being desirous for 
further study, Mr. Shaw matriculated for post graduate 
work in Boston University in October 1906, where he 
took courses in Religion under Professor Warren, and 
in Systematic Theology under Professors Rishell and 
Sheldon. He also took courses in Psychology and English 
under Professors Warren and Black in the College of 
Liberal Arts and did the class work in Philosophy under 
Professor Bordon P. Bowne. His work in the School of 
‘Theology under Professor Marcus D. Buell was above the | 
average. He was particularly efficient in the interpretation 
of New Testament stories. In later years, Boston Univer- 
sity, Gammon Theological Seminary, and many other 
institutions have awarded him the degree of D.D. 
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CHAPTER III 


IN THE MINISTRY 


EVER SINCE ALEXANDER PRESTON SHAW DECIDED TO 
“Tell It Out Among the Nations’ in obedience to his 
heavenly vision, his progress has been definitely, positive- 
ly and steadily forward, onward, and upward. His career 
has been singularly free from detours and reverses. Once 
he had decided, he thoroughly consecrated for the task 
before him. He has been a man of one work and one pur- 
pose, and to that purpose he has strained every energy and 
bent every effort. He has given the Lord his all, and 
advanced “as seeing him who is invisible.” 

In 1904, Mr. Shaw was licensed to preach by the 
Reverend Norman R. Clay who was then pastor of Asbury 
Church, Holly Springs, Mississippi of which Mr. Shaw 
was a member. He was ordained Deacon while he was a 
student in Boston University in 1907, by Bishop Goodsell, 
and was ordained Elder by Bishop Warren at Warren 
Methodist Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, March 27, 
1910. 

In 1908 the Reverend Mr. Shaw was admitted into the © 
Washington Conference on trial at Metropolitan Church 
in Baltimore, then located on Orchard Street. His first 
appointment was Westminster, Maryland—a_ two-point 
charge. His first sermon as a pastor was preached at West- 
ern Chapel, the rural church on that charge. He used as 
a text: ‘““He shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” Isa. 40:11. 
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His salary at his first appointment was three hundred and 
fifty dollars a year. This had been the apportionment for 
pastoral service on that charge for many years but no 
serious effort had ever been made to pay it in full. The 
Reverend Mr. Shaw’s first year in the ministry was very 


successful in revivals, conversions and accessions to the — 


church membership. In the small community in which 
Western Chapel was located every non-church member 
was converted in the revival except one—an elderly man 
—who never went to church. 

About six weeks before Conference, the pastor’s salary 
had been paid in full, but his officials refused to pay more 
than the amount apportioned thinking it economical to 
put all monies collected in the regular services into the 
treasury as a reserve fund for ministerial support the next 
year. The bishop continues: 

“Some of my friends sought to express their apprecia- 
tion for my services by making me a present of a watch, to 
take the place of the Ingersoll one dollar watch, which 
was about worn out. The community was divided in half 
over this presentation, and I became disgusted about the 
matter and consented to the judgment of my district 
superintendent, who felt that I should be assigned to a 
more difficult charge the next conference year. In private 
conference with him at the time of the Annual Conference, 
I told him I was in his charge and would go wherever he 
wanted me to go. 

“I was changed at the Conference to the pastorate of 
Asbury Church, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. My church 
was located on the edge of one of the worst slum districts 
of the city. My membership was made up largely of slum 
people, in quality far below that of the people of my first 
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charge, in spite of the fact that the former had offended 
my pride by dividing over whether or not they should 
give me a little token of appreciation for my services. I 
stayed by the task, however, for two years, dealing with a 
type of people with whom I was not aquainted, paid off the 
indebtedness of long standing on the church and added 
scores of people to the membership and congregation of 
my church, whose people I learned to love and serve. 

“At the Conference in Lynchburg, Virginia, Bishop 
William F. Anderson presiding, I was appointed pastor at 
Winchester, Virginia. Before going to my new charge, I 
returned to Atlanta, Georgia and was married to Miss 
Lottye B. Simon whom I had met and to whom I had 
become engaged while a student in Gammon. To this 
union were born six children, three sons and three 
daughters, named as follows in order of seniority: Alex- 
ander Preston, Bernard J., Anita and Elaine, twins; 
Marguerite and Wilbur. Together Mrs. Shaw and I went 
to Winchester and were very cordially received by the peo- 
ple of historic John Mann Church, one of few Negro 
Churches organized and chartered by special Act of the 
Virginia Assembly in 1856—before the Emancipation. ‘The 
parsonage, however, was a one-story-and-a-half building, 
and to the chagrin of the people and the discomfort of the 
pastor, he was not able to stand up straight in any room 
upstairs. This problem was happily solved by renting the 
regular parsonage to some people of ordinary stature and 
renting a nicer home for a parsonage with high ceilings, 
on Braddock Street, just across from General George 
Washington’s Headquarters before the Revolution, as my 
residence. 

‘After two or three years, we decided to remodel the 


rid 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF BISHOP ALEXANDER P. SHAW 


regular parsonage by lifting the ceilings to a height suit- 
able to be the home of the six-feet-four-inch tall pastor. 

“In the effort to raise funds for repairing the parsonage, 
I wrote an article for the local paper with this caption: 
Pastor Too TALL For ParsonacE. I told briefly how it 
became necessary to rent another house for a parsonage on 
account of the low ceilings of the regular parsonage so that _ 
the pastor could move in and live comfortably. 

‘The caption caught the eyes of news editors of many of 
the metropolitan papers in Richmond, Washington, Balti- 
more, Pittsburgh and elsewhere, who reproduced the story 
after the manner of news writers. The New York Herald 
made a cartoon of the story with a picture of a tall preacher 
standing with his head through the roof of his parsonage, 
while workmen with jacks and other tools went about their 
task of lifting the ceilings of the parsonage. 

“IT did not remain in Winchester long enough to live in 
the repaired parsonage, having been transferred to the 
Little Rock, Ark. Conference and appointed pastor of 
Wesley Chapel, where the faculty and students of Philander 
Smith College worshiped regularly. I had quite a success- 
ful pastorate in Little Rock for two years, but having 
started west, I continued my journey when appointed pas- 
tor of Wesley Chapel, Los Angeles, California, where I 
did, without doubt, my most successful work as a pastor. 
Here I remained and served fourteen years.”’ 

The address of this pastor at the memorial service in 
Los Angeles, honoring Theodore Roosevelt, in which he 
was placed on the program representing the Negroes of 
the city and country gave him a standing in the community 
which contributed much to the success of his efforts. 

This address was vociferously applauded by the assembly 
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of some thirty- five thousand people who heard it, head 
lined and given unstinted praise and commendation by the 
daily papers the next morning after its delivery. An ex- 
cerpt from the address follows: 

‘Master of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen: I count 
it a great honor and a high privilege on this occasion, made 
possible by the spirit of true democracy among us, to ex- 
press here and now the sincere appreciation of the twenty- 
five thousand or more Negroes of our beloved city, for the 
illustrious citizen whose splendid life and achievements we 
commemorate here today. During these marvelous times, 
thank God, men are being made in larger than national 
and racial molds. ‘The whole world will become the bene- 
ficiaries of the splendid achievements of such men as Lloyd 
George and General Haig of England, Clemenceau and 
General Foch of France, and our own beloved John J. 
Pershing and Woodrow Wilson. 

“The man whose memory we revere here today was 
larger than the race to which he belonged. He contributed 
not only to the welfare of the nation which honored him 
with the highest office in the gift of her people—and what 
is better still their highest esteem—but his life was a bless- 
ing to all people everywhere. And especially was he a 
blessing to the race to which I belong. 

“Yes, we Negroes are here because we delight to honor 
all truly great men. When any race produces a man who, 
on account of the love of righteousness and a square deal, 
rises above the narrow confines of race and class sympathies, 
and breathes the pure atmosphere of equal justice and 
opportunity to all men; when any nation produces a man 
of such moral courage, stamina, and power as to put into 
practical operation the lofty ideals of our modern civiliza- 
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tion; when any race produces a man dedicated to that 
splendid democratic doctrine of ‘All men up and not 
some men down, you may rest assured that we Colored 
People delight to honor him, and when gone, to revere his 
sainted memory. Such a man was Theodore Roosevelt, 
that hero who would dare— | 


To struggle in the solid ranks of truth; 

To clutch the monster, error, by the throat; 
To bear opinion to a loftier seat; 

To blot the era of oppression out, 

And lead a universal freedom on. 


“Such a man was ‘Theodore Roosevelt—"The man’s man, 
the hero’s hero; the American’s American.’ 

“O Theodore Roosevelt! We love you because you first 
loved us. We honor you because you first honored us. We 
cherish your sainted memory because you believed that 
“The times are too big to warrant small motives’, and I 
add, unworthy action. You tell us that our Black Boys 
saved your life in that wild charge up San Juan Hill. We 
tell you that we would freely sacrifice ten thousand lives 
to save one life such as yours. You spoke your last word to 
one of us, saying, “Turn out the light, Jim, I’m in for a 
bit of sleep’ We say to that which is mortal of you: Sleep 
on and take your rest beneath the sod and the dew: for we 
are assured that your strenuous spirit, so accustomed to 
activity, can not die; and your soul, so full of the love of 
God and of humanity, is still marching on, and your il- 
lustrious works will ever follow you.” 

After that occasion, the Reverend Doctor Shaw was made 
by the city fathers and leaders, referee for almost every- 
thing of importance concerning the Negroes of Los Angeles 
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and its environs. The fact, also, that he was honored by 
the Southern California Conference with a place in the 
delegation to the General Conference of 1928, held in 
Kansas City, focused the attention of the whole church 
upon him. So, when a vacancy occurred in the editorship 
of the Southwestern Christian Advocate, he was chosen its 
editor, and, as such gained the privilege of becoming known 
throughout the church and country. As an editor, he gained 
the distinction of writing terse editorials, interpreting the 
occurrences of the day in terms of Christian thinking. 
Excerpts from some of these editorials follow in another 
chapter. 

At the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church held in Columbus, Ohio in 1936, Alexander Pres- 
ton Shaw was elected bishop, in which office no one is more 
beloved. When he was being escorted to the platform for 
introduction as Bishop-Elect, President Lee M. McCoy of 
Rust College, a friend of our school-boy days, said to me, 
“Well, Beverly, Preston’s advancement has been continu- 
ous and steady.” And so it has. 

Bishop Shaw served as Resident Bishop of the New 
Orleans Area from 1936 to 1940, and, at this writing, on 
the fortieh anniversary of his ministry, he is closing his 
second quadrennium as Resident Bishop of the Baltimore 
Area, rich in honors and full of good works. He is a thirty- 
third degree Mason, a member of the Sigma Pi Phi 
Fraternity, and his name appears in Who's Who in America 
and Who’s Who in The Methodist Church. He is a mem- 
ber of the Council and College of Bishops of ‘The Method- 
ist Church, the Methodist Ecumenical Conference, held in 
Springfield, Massachusetts in 1947, and was chosen by the 
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Council of Bishops an alternate delegate to the World 
Council of Churches to be held in Amsterdam, Holland, 
in the summer of 1948. His name appears also in the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the World. 

The chapters that follow contain some of the bishop’s 
outstanding editorial writings, addresses and sermons. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE SPIRIT OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


(Delivered at the 130th Anniversary of the birth of 
Lincoln, at Springfield, Illinois, February 12, 1939) 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


The spirit of Abraham Lincoln is the spirit of good 
citizenship. 

Every person who lives intelligently develops in some 
measure a philosophy of life whether he knows it or not, 
or whether he is able to analyze it or formulate it in any 
degree of accuracy or fullness. 

Among the fundamental elements in my philosophy of 
life is the conviction that knowledge is no end in itself 
but a means to the end of character building and practical 
efficiency in the solution of life’s problems. It is easy to 
know. It is difficult to do and by doing become what we 
are in character, personality and achievement. 

The intellectual solution of our problems to me is only 
the beginning of their practical solution. It is not knowing 
what to do, but how and the power to weave our knowledge 
into the fabric of our character and personality. 

In my philosophy of the solution of the so-called race 
problem I see more than the mere enjoyment of rights and 
privileges. I see first of all a Negro race developed in char- 
acter, efficency, dependableness, conduct and efficiency of 
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such quality as to be able to integrate with other races in 
those virtues which fit us to enter into our social order 
without personal or racial inferiority. It is of no value 
to have rights and privileges unless we have that quality 
of character and efficiency to enjoy these rights and privi- 
leges. An open door is of no value unless we have the 
character and efficiency which will enable us to enter it 
not as liabilities but as assets. 

I count it a great honor and a high privilege made possi- 
ble by the spirit of true democracy and Christian brother- 
hood among us, that you have invited me, a son of ex-slave 
parents, to be the spokesman of my people upon this 
momentous occasion celebrating the One Hundred Thir- 
tieth Anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, among 
America’s greatest men, and at the same time the emanci- 
pator of four millions of Negro Slaves. 

The fact that this is the third time within two years that 
I have been called upon to address a Springfield audience, 
puts me in debt to you far beyond my ability to pay. Bank- 
rupt, indeed, would I be were it not for your unbounded 
generosity and the perennial stream of richness and glory 
flowing from him whose birth we commemorate here to- 
night—were it not for the fact that on this holy mountain 
around which still encircles the halo of light, freedom and 
truth emanating from the footsteps, presence and influence 
of Lincoln, there is at least the possibility of focusing the 
light of the passing decades and generations upon him in 
such a manner as to behold the better his glory and our- 
selves to become thrilled by the beauty and majesty of his 
presence and personality. 

Needless, indeed, would it be for me to attempt to tell 
the detailed story of the life of him whose birthday we 
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now celebrate. Suffice it therefore, if I assume the role only 
of an interpreter calling your attention to those fundamen- 
tal elements in his life and character which were the con- 
tributing factors in his greatness to the end that we, fol- 
lowing his example may in some measure, as God gives us 
strength, make our contribution to the communities and 
generation in which we live. For lives of great men are 
not fetiches to worship. They render their best service 
when they remind us, 


We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 


The wealth of the world consists not alone in the prod- 
ucts of its fertile fields, rich mines, prolific factories and 
the accumulated savings stored away in the vaults of its 
banking institutions. But it consists most in the quality of 
the boys and girls, men and women it produces. What the 
poet says expresses the whole truth: 


Ill fares the land to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 


The world’s great men and women are the richest gift 
of God to all humanity. They transcend the bounds of race, 
caste, class, nationality and even time and space, and be- 
come the common heritage—the common possession of all 
men among all nations and races in all ages. 

Abraham, the Jew, is ours because he belongs to all races 
and nations that believe in the same God in whom he be- 
lieved, and like him, become heirs of all of God’s eternal 
promises through faith. Frederick Douglass, Booker T. 
Washington, Roland Hayes, and Marian Anderson, though 
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Negroes, by character and service have become much larger 
than the race to which they belong. ‘Their race lines fade 
out under the influence of their ability to serve all human- 
ity. People forget entirely the race or nationality of Pas- 
teur, Theodore Roosevelt, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Gandhi, 
Tagore, Kagawa, and E. Stanley Jones—men of sufficiently 
large calibre to serve mankind generally. ‘Truly great men 
are neither racial nor national. ‘They belong to all races 
and to all ages. 

‘The man whose One Hundred and Thirtieth Birthday 
we celebrate here tonight was bigger than the race to which 
he belongs. One of the glories of his life consists in his 
ability to burn away barriers and burst bonds. Born of 
humble parentage in the backwoods of Kentucky, he stead- 
ily marched on out of Kentucky, out of Indiana, out of 
Illinois to a place in the White House of the nation. Equal- 
ly successful was he in the struggle against ignorance, im- 
proving every spare moment in the reading of good litera- 
ture, as shown in the composition of his Gettysburg 
Address, one of the finest classics written in the English 
language. His love for, and sympathy with, suffering 
humanity were likewise also boundless. ‘The helpless, hope- 
less Negro slave became the object not only of his pity, 
but of his self-sacrificial and heroic service. 

Members of the white race: We know in some measure 
why you love and honor and venerate Abraham Lincoln. 
We understand why you build monuments to his memory 
and tell his story to your coming generations. But he is 
not yours alone. He is ours. He bought us with the price 
of his own love of humanity and loyal devotion to right- 
eousness and helpfulness to an underprivileged people. We, 
too, love him because he first loved and unselfishly served 
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us. We are his and he is ours. When, therefore, you assem- 
ble together to celebrate the One Hundred Thirtieth An- 
niversary of his birthday, as you of the white race praise 
his loyalty and achievement, we feel it fitting that the 
voices of four millions of ex-slaves whose shackles he broke 
off, and those of their descendents, many millions strong, 
both dead and living, should join with yours in singing his 
praises, crying: “Hari Honest ABE! CHILD OF POVERTY AND 
LIMITATIONS, GROWN UP INTO A MANHOOD OF NOBLEST 
ACHIEVEMENT! SON OF THE WHITE RACE! CHILD OF DESTINY 
WHOSE SERVICES PLACED HIM AMONG THE IMMORTALS! A 
BENEDICTION TO ALL PEOPLES! CROWNED PRINCE OF THE 
AGES!” 

It is appropriate for me, a son of two of the slaves he 
freed, to say concerning him what he said concerning Wash- 
ington in an address here in this city on the One Hundred 
Eleventh Birthday of Washington. 

“This is the one hundred and eleventh anniversary of 
the birthday of Washington—vwe are met to celebrate the 
day. Washington is the mightiest name on earth—long 
since mightiest in the cause of civil liberty, still mightiest 
in moral reformation. On that name a eulogy is expected. 
It cannot be. To add brightness to the sun or glory to the 
name of Washington, is alike impossible. Let none attempt 
it. In solemn awe pronounce the name, and in its naked, 
deathless splendor leave it shining on.” 

To me the thing of greatest value as we of this day and 
generation contemplate the life of Abraham Lincoln is not 
his life story, but the discovery of some of the secrets of 
his greatness which we may apply in ourselves and our- 
selves become transformed into his likeness in character, 
achievement and service. 
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First of all, the life of Abraham Lincoln reveals the pos- 
sibilities and potentialities in individuals living under the 
spirit and genius of a true democracy and publishes glad 
tidings to all American citizens no matter what their pres- 
ent limitations may be that there is hope for the larger 
future to those who are willing to pay the price of true 
achievement. 


Let us keep it constantly in mind that in the midst of 
the clashing theories of government and social relationships 
of our times, that the fathers manifested great wisdom in 
making this “a government of the people, by the people, 
_and for the people.” For there can be no approach toward 
an ideal government or social order without a general 
lifting of the people in quality and character to that place 
where all members of society will become mutually sym- 
pathetic, helpful, cooperative and respectful toward one 
another; and the doors of opportunity, achievement and 
service are kept wide open to all who are willing to pay 
the price of entering. 

We are tonight able to celebrate the 130th Anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln because he was born in a democracy 
in which every child born has in him or her the potentiality 
of a king or queen, a country which forbids the granting of 
superficial and inherited titles of nobility, but which at the 
same time opens the doors of achievement of royalty and 
nobility to all who struggle upward and onward along the 
paths of noble and royal living—Abraham Lincoln, a son 
of poverty, the backwoodsman, the railsplitter, the orator, 
the statesman, the president of a great nation, the emanci- 
pator of slaves, the martyr, the plumed knight of all the 
ages! Immortal! Wonderful! All within two generations 
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in the midst of our glorious democracy! Communism and 
Fascism have nothing similar to offer. 


We celebrate here and now the 130th Anniversary of 
the Birthday of Abraham Lincoln because his sympathies 
and service extended beyond the bounds of race and nation- 
ality and became as broad as humanity itself. 


The modern tendency toward national and racial promo- 
tion, exaltation and preservation are movements in the 
wrong direction. Not even Hitler and Mussolini are able 
to ignore the immutable law under the saying of Jesus: 
“He that seeketh to save his life shall lose it.” This and 
not “‘self-preservation” is the first law of nature. The 
noble purposes in Abraham Lincoln extended further than 
his own race and its welfare. On that trip to New Orleans 
when he saw the injustices and cruelties of slavery he deter- 
mined in his heart to do something about it. The time and 
opportunity came and he did do something about it. 

The fact that he was sympathetic with and helpful to an 
underprivileged people added glory to his achievement and 
honor to his illustrious name. Members of the White race: 
Search among yourselves for those whom you count great- 
est and noblest and those who have done and become most 
in life; those whom you yourselves hold up to your chil- 
dren as worthy of emulation, those who deserve to have 
monuments of stone erected in their honor to their per- 
petual memory, and you find towering above them all 
“Honest Abe,” son of poor parentage, overcome of ignor- 
ance and environment, lofty and universal in purpose and 
helpfulness, sad and homely in countenance, but beautiful 
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in sacrifice and service, greatest of all Americans, but the 
Emancipator of an enslaved people! 


Abraham Lincoln is among the immortals because he 
gave his life to the achievement of that which ts eternally 
important and valuable. He was a hero in things eternal. 


One of the weaknesses of our times is in the type of hero 
we are producing and the emphasis we are placing upon 
matters and people of little or no importance and of still 
less permanence. Who are the idols set.up for our children 
to worship? I hope I do not overdraw the picture when I 
say: Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis or the movie 
stars in the “land of make-believe.” After the football 
star puts the pigskin over the goal line nothing of eternal 
importance or significance has happened. Instead of seek- 
ing the eternal joys of self-sacrificial service and achieve- 
ment, too many Americans are looking for their joys as 
they listen to Al Jolson or Eddie Cantor over the radio, or 
as they chuckle over the funny situations in the funny 
paper. Too much of our modern greatness and superiority 
is that of “complex” or “stunt” variety which is of no 
intrinsic or permanent value. 

While pastor in Los Angeles, I passed along the street 
one day and saw a group of people looking up at a man 
sitting on a telegraph pole. I said to a bystander: What 
is all this for? He replied: Man, don’t you know that if 
that man sits there until tomorrow this time, he will be- 
come the “‘champion pole sitter of the world?’ I said to 
myself, what of it if he does? 

Dr. Merton Rice tells the story of a man who crawled 
up Pike’s Peak pushing a peanut, thereby becoming the 
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“World’s Champion Peanut Pusher.” All over America 
we have marathon runners and dancers and the like seek- 
ing to break records in some form of endurance or another. 
Mere stunt greatness may attract the attention of the 
multitude for the moment, but where are the heroes being 
developed in America today that are able to follow in the 
footsteps of that sturdy stock of early American heroes 
and heroines who settled this country as a refuge from 
tyrants oppressed; who scrapped the old erroneous doctrine 
of the “divine right of Kings to rule’ and made this a 
government of the people, by the people and for the peo- 
ple? Where are the heroes and heroines being produced 
in America today who in things of eternal value and im- © 
port have the spirit and daring of a Patrick Henry, Ben- 
jamin Franklin, George Washington and an innumerable 
host of like-minded people who broke off the yoke of 
British oppression and made this a free nation? Where are 
the heroes and heroines being produced today among us 
able to follow in the footsteps of those lovers of humanity 
and of their country who laid down their lives on the 
battlefields of that awful Civil War for the preservation of 
the Union and the abolition of slavery? O who among us 
today are able to tackle and successfully solve the problems 
of these times, thus assuring us that Old Glory, our Flag, 
shall wave forever over our glorious Nation blessed of 
God and also a blessing to all the nations of the earth? 

Fellow Americans: ‘Take it or leave it; believe it or not: 
It will require more than stunt fliers, home run hitters, 
prize fighters or stars of the ephemeral shooting variety 
to follow in the footsteps of Abraham Lincoln, the pre- 
server of our American Union and the Emancipator of 
slaves. 
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Mere stars in sports, in the movies, in pugilism, on the 
stage; mere stunt maniacs seeking to break some record 
of physical daring or endurance, mere economic dreamers 
seeking to satisfy the whims of an ease-loving labor-dodg- 
ing people will never be able to build upon the founda- 
tions already laid by those who have made our country the 
ereatest among the nations. 

Is there nothing to do but play golf, bet on the races, 
solve crossword puzzles, play the stock market, laugh at 
Al Jolson or Eddie Cantor, chuckle over the funny paper, 
enjoy the thrills of mere physical dare-devil adventures 
displayed on the screen in the land of make-believe, or 
‘waste our golden moments dancing and drinking in Bel- 
shazzar-fashion while the handwriting is on the walls of 
our gilded palaces of pleasure? Is there nothing to do but 
to devise ways and means of concentrating the wealth of 
our nation into the hands of the few while so many of the 
citizens in this government of the people, by the people 
and for the people live in squalor, hunger, nakedness, in- 
security, unemployment, injustice, discrimination in the 
land of plenty under the influence of a Christian philos- 
ophy of life nineteen centuries old? Is there nothing to do 
in a world now made a neighborhood by modern inventions 
in which millions in India, China, Japan and in our own 
country are underfed and underclothed while our barns 
are full to the bursting point and our supply of unsold 
clothing sufficient to clothe the naked in our neighborhood 
world? 

O who will go for us as did Washington and Lincoln 
in their day and find a solution for the problems in our 
times? 

Our generation should be ashamed of itself if it finds 
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itself too barren to produce heroes and heroines able to 
build upon the foundations laid by the fathers, a social 
order showing progress toward a greater achievement of 
liberty and prosperity in our nation and throughout the 
whole world. 

There is much yet to be accomplished. No thoughtful 
person fails to see that there ought to be a solution to the 
economic problem now confronting our nation. Most of us 
are also agreed that the so-called New Deal is a mere game 
of chance qualified to render only a temporary service in 
the midst of a peculiar crisis. Something must be done to 
stabilize our economic system upon a basis of mutual 
respect and mutual helpfulness among capitalists and 
laborers, among the rich and poor, among the learned and 
unlearned, among the young and old, among contributors 
and delinquents, among the employed and unemployed in 
our economic and social order. America sorely needs he- 
roes of the Lincoln type who will solve these problems 
and thereby add to the peace, progress, perpetuity and 
glory of our nation as Lincoln did in the abolition of slav- 
ery: 

There is much also to do in the realm of practical re- 
ligion. In this realm we hear and know so much but do so 
little in spite of the fact that it is not hearing and knowing 
God’s will but doing it that counts. 

For nearly two thousand years God has sought to set up 
His Kingdom of peace, good will and love in the earth. 
The present wreck of worlds and decaying cultures seems 
to be the resultant. Greed, bigotry, selfishness, hate, malice, 
jealousy and national, racial suspicion and exploitation 
seem still on the throne. Wars of the most brutal kind still 
rage. The present “husbandmen’” seem now about to take 
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possession of the “vineyard” and rule God out altogether. 
God needs some heroes to take the falling, trailing, Chris- 
tian Banner and carry it on up to the heights of actual 
achievement. 

Ours is primarily a Christian nation. It was founded 
by those who sought a place of freedom to worship God so 
as to grow up into His likeness and beauty, and as a refuge 
from oppressing tyrants. Undergirding our government of 
the people, for the people and by the people is that more 
glorious ideal of “‘a people whose God is the Lord.’ We 
seek no government of the people exercising the functions 
of a totalitarian state, but a people and state totally swal- 
lowed up in God—a people grown up into Him, our divine 
Head, and transformed into His likeness—our nature, His 
nature; our wills, His will; our government, His govern- 
ment—a Kingdom of God, of good will, of love and peace 
even on earth as it is in heaven. 

The call goes ringing out for the youth of America today 
to arise in the spirit of Abraham Lincoln and solve our 
economic and religious problems of these times with the 
same adventure and success as Abraham Lincoln did when 
he solved the problem of American slavery. America owes 
itself and its posterity to build upon the foundations of 
the past a greater and nobler success and progress of the 
future. 

Let us in this day as in the days of Lincoln produce some 
heroes and heroines larger than race or nation, intensely 
interested in human progress. Children of Eternal Destiny 
—Kings and Queens of the ages. 

These times demand that some heroes and heroines in 
things of eternal value arise and speak to our Ship of State 
launched by Washington, accelerated by Lincoln and given 
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its place high in the rank of nations by Theodore Roose- 
velt, saying: 


Thou, too, sail on, O ship of State! 

Sail on, O Union, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 

With all the hopes of future years, 

Is hanging breathless on thy fate! 

Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea, 
Our hearts, our hopes are all with thee. 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith, triumphant, o’er our fears 
Are all with thee, are all with thee! 
“Sail on, sail on, sail on, and on!”’ 
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DISCOVERING SPIRITUAL SECRETS 


‘TO THOSE WHO NOTE THE GENERAL TREND OF THINGS, OUR 
wonderful advancement in material development during 
the last two or three generations has been largely due to our 
discovery of secrets in the material world about us. From 
time immemorial steam has had its power of expansion, 
but it is only as men have been able to adjust it to ma- 
chinery that we have been able to use it in driving our 
locomotives and turning the busy wheels of our industry. 
‘There was as much electrical energy in the world back in 
the beginning as there is now, but it remained unused until 
we discovered the laws of its activity. ‘(Thomas Edison gave 
a lifetime of ceaseless study and experimentation in elec- 
trical energy. Out of this study came the many electrical 
inventions which have almost transformed our modern 
methods of living and have wrought former luxuries, pos- 
sessed only by the few, into the possession of many. Gaso- 
line, uncontrolled, is a dangerous explosive, but when 
directed into gasoline engines it becomes the tame, obedi- 
ent servant of mankind. Henry Ford discovered the secret 
of the cheap gasoline engine in a cheap automobile, so 
that now what was formerly luxurious transportation is 
in the reach of every thrifty individual. 

The paramount need of this age is more spiritual 
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geniuses who will be able to take the great spiritual forces 
and make them more and more effective in our spiritual 
life and relationships. 

It is true that Jesus has taught us much about the pow- 
er of spiritual forces, but it seems as yet we are not able to 
appreciate fully His teachings. The most we have done 
so far is to commit them to memory and admire their 
beauty apart from our own personality, conduct, and 
actual application. His law of reciprocity in ““Whatsoever 
measure ye mete shall be measured unto you again,” 
while memorized by many, is understood, and that imper- 
fectly by only a few. How many forget that the secret of 
being loved is to love somebody? ‘They who desire to be 
universally loved must love everybody. How many people 
there are who desire and expect to be honored and praised 
who never freely honor nor sincerely praise anybody else! 
Would to God we had more spiritual Edisons who would 
show us how to use that unconquerable faith spoken of by 
Jesus which is able to move mountains and pluck up trees 
and cast them into the sea. In these times of economic, 
intellectual, moral, and religious failure, what a blessing 
some religious genius would be who would show us how to 
harness up the power of that love that never faileth, that 
hopeth all things, and endureth all things—that abideth 
forever! 

Is it not the supreme task of the religious teacher and 
preacher to discover and apply spiritual secrets? Is not 
our slow religious progress due to the fact we are deficient 
in this very vital matter? God give us some spiritual 
geniuses in this needy age comparable to Edison in elec- 
tricity and its application to life and industry, and help 
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us keep our spiritual life abreast with the marvelous ma- 
terial advancement of our times. 


SPIRITUAL DISEASES 


“What aileth thee?” 2 Samuel, 14:5. 

It is painful to note the high estimation people place 
on small things and the careless way in which they handle 
things of great value. What attention we give to the body 
and the least of its diseases? Physicians throughout all the 
ages have sought earnestly to discover remedies for every 
bodily ill. Hundreds of physicians today are in their labora- 
tories striving with all their might to isolate the germs of 
hitherto incurable or deadly diseases. A discovery of a new 
and effective remedy is heralded around the world. 

As soon as the first symptoms of disease manifest them- 
selves in our bodies, we send for the physician or seek to 
heal ourselves with home or patent remedies. Mothers 
watch all night over the beds of their sick children, giving 
every medicine according to the instructions of the physi- 
cian, using every means to alleviate their pain or cool 
their scorching fevers. 

These same mothers, however, grow less careful as they 
see symptoms of mental and spiritual diseases in their 
children. The average child is sent to school primarily to 
be gotten out of the way while mother does her home duties 
or gossips over the back fence with her neighbor. How 
few parents there are who are intensely interested in the 
mental and spiritual development of their children! We 
are never too busy to watch over them when their bodies 
are sick, but we haven’t time to heal their broken minds 
and sin-poisoned hearts. Only recently have we developed 
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our knowledge of psychology sufficiently for us to diagnose 
other than violent mental diseases. How backward the 
human race is in the knowledge of those things which are 
of the most vital importance! 

One only has to pick up an old-fashioned almanac to 
find the symptoms of practically every disease known to 
man plainly printed with at least an advertised remedy. 
Have you stopped to think of how little we get from the 
average sermon, the average Sunday school lesson, the 
average topical discussion in our Epworth Leagues and 
Christian Endeavors which actually and plainly tell us of 
our spiritual condition? There are thousands of folks who 
are spiritual consumptives, dyspeptics, rheumatics and 
diabetics and don’t know it because nobody ever has told 
them before. 

This matter of spiritual disease is not new. It is old. 
The prophet Isaiah seven hundred years before Christ was 
a spiritual diagnostician. Hear him as he diagnoses the 
spiritual disease of Israel: ““The whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto 
the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and 
bruises and putrefying sores: they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.” “No 
blood of fat beasts can heal you.” ‘“No observances of Sab- 
baths and new moons nor appointed fasts can restore 
your spiritual vigor.” “Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil, learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come 
now, let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
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Signs of Spiritual Good Health 


The Christian who is in robust spiritual health is full of 
love for God and for his fellow man. He loves his church 
so well that in spite of its imperfections he attends its 
services regularly and strives in every way to make it 
better. In the menu of his daily meals is the word of God 
and meditation and prayer. His thoughts are clear and 
clean. “He thinketh no evil. He rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth.” He delights in attending the 
class meeting because he has communion enough with God 
to have something to tell. He believes in the privilege and 
power of prayer. ‘There is an insatiate longing in his soul 
for the salvation of the unsaved and for his personal 
growth in righteousness. He wears a smile, is forever hope- 
ful and keeps continually at his religious task no matter 
what happens. He never hunts for excuses to do nothing, 
but is busy looking for opportunities to do good. He is 
glad to have money so that he can contribute his part and 
even more for the support and promotion of the Kingdom. 
He enjoys his religion so well that he is anxious that 
everybody may be like him. His constant cry is: 


O that the world might taste and see 
The riches of His Grace! 

The arms of love that compass me 
Would all mankind embrace. 


Spiritual Consumption 


Spiritual consumption is one of those subtle diseases 
whose slightest symptoms must be carefully noted. It is a 
deadly germ disease and is generally planted in the system 
by the devil. Among its first symptoms is an unusually 
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tired and depressed feeling on Sunday morning which is 
conspicuously absent on holidays or on those Sundays 
when the patient plans an auto trip to the beach or to the 
mountains, or to some nearby city to visit old acquaint- 
ances. This is followed by a subtle desire to make the 
Lord’s Day a day of complete rest and sleep so that the 
patient may be refreshed for his regular occupation by 
which he earns his daily bread. For this disease gradually 
takes away the sense of appreciation of higher things and 
makes mere daily bread the summum bonum of life. This 
disease gradually steals away its victim’s desire for the 
word of God, such as preaching and’ the reading of the 
Bible. A peculiar dissatisfaction with everything connected 
with the church steals upon him. He begins to complain 
in terms like this: ““The folks in class meeting tell nothing 
but lies.” “The preacher preaches too long.” “All they 
want is your money.” “There are too many hypocrites in 
the church.” “They have collected enough money in that 
church to be out of debt.” “I was sick last month and 
nobody came to see me.”’ These expressions are soon fol- 
lowed by an occasional attendance at the church when a 
big crowd is certain to be present. Such as when the Big 
Lodge turns out, a funeral of some prominent person is 
held, or when a big speaker or singer from afar is to be 
present. He next shuts himself up with his work or takes 
only such nourishment as the movies can give. Of course, 
he loses his physical health, and if somewhat intelligent, 
he resorts to Christian Science, or if ignorant and emo- 
tional, he takes to spiritualism or to fake healing sects and 
appears for a while to be on the road to recovery. To his 
utter dismay, he discovers that these by tithing disturbs 
his money god, and he lapses back into a state both spir- 
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itual and physical that is worse than the first. If a spark 
of spiritual life is left, it takes the peculiar form of an 
at home religion, where, when his friends come around, he 
boasts of his mother’s or father’s religion back in ‘Texas, 
Georgia, Louisiana or back home generally, and he dies 
both spiritually and physically forgotten of God and of 
men. Do any of you have any of the symptoms of this dread- 
ful disease? You had better call on the Great Physi- 
cian who alone can heal you. “For what is a man profited 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what 
will a man give in exchange for his soul?’ 


Spiritual Dyspepsia 


‘This is another very serious and deadly disease; it is the 
more fearful because it is so deceptive. It first manifests 
itself in the patient’s failure to accept and admire and 
obey the truth because it is simple and often served in old- 
fashioned style. Educated people are the most susceptible 
to this disease. One of its first symptoms is an over-emphasis 
on the rhetoric and grammar and literary quality of the 
preacher’s utterances rather than upon his earnestness, 
consecration, and practical knowledge of the needs of 
the great majority of his audience. Its victims long more 
for new fads than for God’s fundamental and eternal 
truth. They next become very much interested in lodge, 
general and civic matters in which there is considerable 
opportunity to get before the people, or in which there is 
a financial rakeoff. ‘They run from church to church more 
to be worshipped than to worship God, hunting novelties 
and learning and doing nothing. Finally, they run across 
a fearless preacher who has sense and nerve enough to tell 
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them there is nothing to them; they get angry and think 
they make the church suffer by their absence, when as a 
matter of fact the church is the winner in their absence. 
They die in their sins and spiritual ignorance unmindful 
of their spiritual departure. 


Spiritual Indigestion 


Among the first symptoms of spiritual indigestion is a 
feeling of fulness in the head in the region of knowledge, 
but a feeling of emptiness in the realm of deeds. Its vic- 
tims exalt self-righteousness and pay no attention to the 
righteousness of God. They love high seats at feasts, but 
manage to be very busy when called upon for real Chris- 
tian service. As an officer in the church, he assumes an 
air of great importance. He delights in the methods of the 
boss, in which he is the great “I am” and the other mem- 
bers his obedient servants and slaves. He takes pains to 
inform the new pastor that “it was through my influence 
that you landed in this charge and your success is de- 
pendent on how you cater to me and seek my advice in 
everything you do.” It manifests itself in violent anger 
with the minister when he preaches on honesty and secret 
sins. His ideal pastor is the fellow who plays safe with 
both God and the devil. He is a great believer in a nice 
ritualistic service and oratorical sermons which tickle the 
ears but never touch the hearts and consciences of its hear- 
ers. The feeling of conviction of sin is taken as an insult. 
His favorite song is: “I Am Hiding in the Rut of Ages.” 

Beware of spiritual dyspepsia. Whatever God says do, 
do it. One thing is certain. In every truly awakened soul 
there is the feeling of humility, and a desire to minister 
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rather than to be ministered unto and to give one’s life 
for Christ and his little ones. 


Spiritual Rheumatism 


Spiritual rheumatism is a blood disease and manifests 
itself in swollen and inflamed spiritual joints. It is very 
painful. Whenever its victim makes an effort to get up 
“and do the will of God,” it is accompanied with sharp 
shooting pains in the back and heart. So painful is the 
process that he soon settles down on the seat of do noth- 
ing. It sometimes attacks the muscles of the arm and fin- 
gers, especially at the time in the church when the col- 
lection. plates are being passed, and so contracts the 
muscles of the fingers that its victim can pick up only the 
smallest coins for the support of the church. Its victim 
is very finicky, sensitive, and touchy; especially when a 
campaign is on for the salvation of souls, or for large giv- 
ing on debts or the benevolences. ‘To the spiritual rheu- 
matic, everything new is sinful. If he glories at all in 
Christ Jesus, it is in something which took place ten or 
twenty years ago. This is such a chronic disease that its 
victim is never able to keep pace with modern progress. 
He delights in the old songs because he hasn’t learned any 
new ones. His favorite song is the “Old-Fashioned Way.” 
and the “Old Time Religion” because he knows nothing 
about the presence of God with him and the new creation 
in Christ Jesus. O friends, if it pains you on Sundays to go 
to the house of God, you are rheumatic. If you do not de- 
light according to your ability to support the Church of 
God, you are diseased. If the cup of worldly pleasures 
tastes sweeter to you than draughts from the fountain of 
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the water of life, you are on your way to death. Call on 
the Great Physician. You are standing on the brink of 
eternal death. Take the alarm, run for your life. 


The Remedy 


I could go on for hours describing the symptoms of vari- 
ous spiritual diseases. I have merely given you an intro- 
duction to a course in spiritual diagnosis. Let us now give 
attention to the remedy. ‘Thank God, “There is a balm in 
Gilead to make the wounded whole: -there is a balm in 
Gilead to cure the sin-sick soul.” 


There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 


The great Physician now is near; 

The sympathizing Jesus; 

He speaks the drooping soul to cheer, 
O hear the voice of Jesus. 


All glory to the dying Lamb 

I now believe in Jesus; 

I love the blessed Savior’s name: 
I love the name of Jesus. 


His name dispels my guilt and fear, 
No other name but Jesus; 

Oh, how my soul delights to hear 
The charming name of Jesus. 


Sweetest note in seraph song, 
Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 
Sweetest carol ever sung, 

Jesus, Blessed Jesus! 
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Let us hear the prescription. Write it upon the tablets 
of your memory. Take it to the apothecary in your own 
soul and have it filled by the Divine Pharmacist who will 
come in if you will open your heart to Him. 


The Prescription 


“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord and 
he will have mercy and unto our God and he will abun- 
dantly pardon.” “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me daily.” 
“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes: Cease to be evil, learn to 
do well.” “Create within me uw clean heart and renew thy 
right spirit within me.” “Let the words of my mouth and 
_ the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, Oh, 
Lord, my strength and my redeemer.’”’ 

I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God that ye 
“Present your bodies, a living sacrifice holy, acceptable 
unto God which is your reasonable service. Be not con- 
formed to this world, be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind that ye may prove what is that good and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

“Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is good. 

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one another; 

“Not siothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord; 

“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer; 
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‘Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospi- 
tality. 

“Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 

“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep. 

“Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not 
high things but condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. 

“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men. 

If it is possible, as much as lieth in you, live neaeenle 
with all men. 

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I 
will repay, saith the Lord. 

“Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals 
of the fire on his head. 

“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

Or if you desire a more scientific prescription, take the 
following: Seven drams of the tincture of obedience to the 
hearing of the word of God; seven grains of the essence 
of tears of repentance; mingled with seven ounces of Godly 
sorrow mixed in the bowl of faith in God without which 
it is impossible to please Him. Take this in prayer with- 
out ceasing until relieved by the feeling of the joy of salva- 
tion in your soul. ‘Then praise the Lord for His goodness 
among the children of men. Dedicate yourself, your all to 
God and to the service of your fellow man. Follow this up 
with daily exercise in godliness out in the sunlight of love. 
Then run, run with patience the race set before looking 
unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of your faith, with the 
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hope that bye and bye you shall see Him as He is and 
be like Him. 


WONDERFUL Worps OF LIFE 


“Desiring to flee the wrath to come” may be one of the 
conditions of entrance into the Methodist Episcopal 
Church as a preparatory member, but it-does not repre- | 
sent the highest motive in the Christian race or in Christian 
service. In the artist’s conception of the Christian race, it 
would be far better to conceive of the runner in the race 
as “looking unto Jesus” rather than running from the 
fires of hell behind him. 


* * * 


If we realized the fact that the “limelight” not only 
calls the attention of the people to our virtues, but it shows 
up our vices as well, there would be less of the disposition 
on the part of some people to push to the front or to get 
before the people. It is good for us to remember that 
places of honor carry with them a corresponding responsi- 
bility, and that often that which conceited people consider 
a smile of approval is only a giggle at their inconsistency 
and imperfections. Paul’s suggestion that we should not 
think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think, is 
splendid advice for us all. 

* * * 


No person is truly educated who simply knows natural 
science, literature, history, mathematics, economics, sociol- 
ogy, and philosophy. ‘They who look to these, like the 
ancient Babylonian star-gazers, shall look in vain for a 
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vision and interpretation of the dream that will save life. 
The only true education is Christian education, and that 
not in name only, but in the great university of which 
Jesus Christ is the Head, and in which men of like mind 
with Him are the professors and learners, whose wisdom is 
not of men but of God. 

% * 


It should be considered practically certain that nothing 
worth while can be accomplished by murmuring, complain- 
ing, fault-finding, and assuming a negative, grouchy atti- 
tude toward our fellows or toward our problems. As much 
is dependent upon the attitude we assume toward people » 
or problems as upon our power to win people or to solve 
problems. They who murmur, complain, and are grouchy 
only make it that much more difficult for them to get what 
they desire. Faith, courage, and confidence win because 
they are in harmony with the laws of success. The Bible 
is more than what we generally call the Word of God. It 
is fundamentally the revelation of the immutable laws of 
life written in the constitution of things without obedience 
to which genuine success is impossible. 

* * 


No man is worthy of leadership of his fellows whose 
major interest is in his own personal advancement or 
preferment. ‘The above statement is true even in the realm 
of the civic and political. It is much more true under our 
Christian way of life which gives the place of honor and 
preferment to the person who most completely sacrifices 
self in the interest of others. The day of the grab-all, hold- 
all-for-self leader passed with the beginning of the Chris- 
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tian era. Those so-called leaders who still cling on to that 
antiquated motive in life are nineteen centuries behind the 
times. ‘The up-to-date, worth while, and worthy Christian 
leader in these days is the person who follows most closely 
the spirit of Christ in his attitudes, motives, and relation- 
ships with his fellow man. 

¥ %* * 


“GET RESULTS” may be an excellent motto, but even 
“getting results’ deserves careful scrutiny. There are 
many easy ways to get what we call results in our ministry 
whose apparent results may be quite deceptive, and may 
represent no real results which abide. It 1s possible to be- 
come quite popular by catering to the popular whims of 
the people we serve, and secure their hearty praise and 
cooperation for a season only to discover, probably when it 
is too late, that our methods produced no real results with 
the necessary abiding qualities. It is far better to follow 
the long, tedious, self-sacrificing path to success even if we 
are forced to pass through our Gethsemanes or be crucified 
on our Calvaries. Get results, but see that they possess 
that abiding quality without which even results are not 
worth while. , 

* * 


One of the qualities in a minister often overlooked is his 
amiableness, his ability to win the admiration and love of 
his people. He should look well. He should be well groomed 
and clean. He should dress neatly. His winsome qualities 
should be very highly developed. There is more than 
poetry in the Hebrew saying, “How beautiful upon the 
mountians are the feet of them that bring glad tidings, 


61 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF BISHOP ALEXANDER P. SHAW 


that publish peace.’ A slouch on the stage would not be 
- tolerated for a moment. The minister is not primarily a 
scholar, a theologian, an orator, a logician, or an execu- 
tive, but a winsome person, a shepherd, a pastor, a man 
who is able to win the admiration, respect, and even love 
of his people. 


* * * 


Unless as a race we discover some better way of encour- 
aging our people who struggle upward to places of leader- 
ship, and cease making them targets of wicked and envious 
attacks prompted by petty jealousies and envies, we need 
not expect to keep pace with other races that have adopted 
a better attitude toward their leaders. Unfortunate for us, 
the man or woman who struggles upward to attainments 
above the masses, immediately becomes the target at which 
our attacks are directed. Before our leaders reach real 
maturity, their energies must be expended, not in perfect- 
ing their own character and equipment for service, but in 
warding off the attacks enemies made not by evil done, 
but by victories won. 

* * * 


More important than what we read is the mental equip- 
ment we bring to our reading. There is a kind of tuning 
in to that which we read if we are to get the best out of it. 
It is possible to read the best books and literature and still 
get nothing out of them because there is nothing in us 
which responds to what is written. As spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned, so intellectual and moral things are 
intellectually and morally discerned. Hypocrites and bigots 
may read the Sermon on the Mount and still remain the 
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same because they bring nothing into their reading and 
certainly can carry nothing out. Becoming, therefore, what 
we call well read is not half so important as developing 
within ourselves that responsiveness to real truth when 
we find it, which will enable us to grasp it and allow it to 
perform its character-building effects in our own person- 
alities. There must be a tuning in of our wills and affec- 
tions to God’s eternal truth and life before we can under- 
stand what it is all about. We need good minds, hearts, 
and souls to meet good books. 
* ¥* * 


Beware of that brand of philanthropy, sympathy, and 
appreciation which is strong for the cripple, weak, help- 
less, and hopeless, from whom no real competition is feared, 
but is weak and hesitating toward those who give promise 
of large progress and development even to the point of 
competition. There is something spurious even in love 
which comprehends only the lowly, handicapped, and un- 
derprivileged, but which shuts out the privilege of equality 
with the lover. If the love of a holy, omnipotent, and 
omniscient God comprehends all mankind to the extent of 
adopting all believers in His own family, making them His 
heirs, what right have imperfect human beings to deny 
their fellows of the privilege which a holy God does not 
deny the humblest of men? Beware of love and philan- 
thropy and sympathy which go out to the poor and needy, 
and lose their intensity when the poor and needy get to 
_ that place where they become the up-and-doing. Love, sym- 
pathy, appreciation, and praise which are too weak to go 
all the way are not worth having at all. 

63 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF BISHOP ALEXANDER P. SHAW 


Christianity is not so much an inner experience which 
we feel, but a program of life to which we adhere in our 
conduct and in our attitude toward God and our fellow 
man. This continuous insistence upon a Christian conduct 
in harmony with the teachings and practice of Jesus may 
be rather objectionable to those who desire to teach and 
talk Christianity and live and love according to some other 
way of life; nevertheless, it is the only kind of Christian 
emphasis that will stand the test of these times when the 
average intelligence is much higher than it was in those 
days when religious shams and makeshifts could be palmed 
off on the people with some degree of success. Nothing but 
_ the genuine article in religion will meet with any success 
whatever in the years ahead of us. We may adjust our- 
selves to such a program or not, just as we like. Believe 
it or not, the day of doom is at hand for all kinds of re- 
ligious shams. 

* * * 


It should be constantly kept in mind that religious 
values are predicated upon faith and conditioned by it. It 
is certainly of no value to an individual to lack faith. Our 
lack of faith does not destroy religious validity. It only 
puts us out of position to come in possession of that which 
is promised to those who believe. Many people greatly 
err in taking pride in their unbelief as if it were a sign 
of intelligence or excellence. ‘The fact is exactly the con- 
trary. The only wise attitude to manifest toward our un- 
belief is that of the man in the New Testament story who 
answered, “‘Lord, I believe,” and feeling himself waver- 
ing in faith exclaimed, ‘Help thou mine unbelief.” “Be- 
lieve it or not’ may be predicated before the crucifixion 
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and resurrection power in our lives only as we believe. 
The earnest prayer for more faith in the midst of our 
wavering faith is the sensible attitude to assume. Our 
lack of faith closes the door of hope, aspiration, oppor- 
tunity, and eternal life against us. We are the losers, and 
not Christianity. 

AH ae 


Each age needs its own prophets. ‘The man who is sim- 
ply the product of the age in which he lives can only con- 
form to its successes and failures, as the case may be. No 
man should call himself a teacher who knows no more 
about the subject taught than the man he teaches. He 
neither teaches others nor himself anything. ‘The age-made 
man is always a standpatter, a non-progressive, which are 
only mildly put words meaning a failure. The only man 
who has any right whatever to teach his age is the man who 
has gotten a vision of something better than his age repre- 
sents. The age’s leaders must not simply be men who are 
up-to-date, but they must be ahead of the times. Martin 
Luther was ahead of the age of Catholic corruption, and, 
by his heroism, ushered in a new age—the age of the 
Reformation. John Wesley was ahead of the dull, sleepy, 
corrupt religious times in which he lived, and he brought 
about a new and better time—the time of the Methodist 
awakening. The only leader worthy of the name is the 
progressive—the man who can see far enough and well 
enough to see that there is something better ahead. 

* ¥ * 


The real test of our Christian character and of our value 
to the church of which we are members is not how active 
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and cooperative we are when things please us, but how 
loyal we are to our Christian ideals and to the performance 
of our Christian duties in the time of adversity. One of 
the most disgusting features of the work of the average 
pastor is the energy and skill he is often forced to use in 
keeping so-called Christians busy on their job as Christians, 
which should easily be done by the impelling power of the 
Christian life within the believer. ‘There are still too many 
so-called followers of Jesus who want to do so without 
taking up any crosses. Suppose Jesus had ceased His 
efforts at human redemption because He came unto His 
own and His own received Him not. Suppose his enthusi- 
asm had been chilled by every little wind of opposition. 
Suppose He had quailed before the difficulty of every task. 
How can we follow Him unless we manifest some measure 
of His nature, character, and courage? It is a sad situa- 
tion for the church when its members must be dealt with 
as if they were the children of the devil rather than chil- 
dren of the Most High God, partakers of the divine nature, 
possessors of the spirit and genius of Christ. 
* * * 


The time must never come in our thinking and attitudes 
when we shall fail to recognize the practical need of re- 
generation, the new birth as a fundamental process in our 
Christianity. ‘There is something in human nature, in the 
flesh, which thoughtful and practical people actually dis- 
cover that is not “subject to the laws of God, neither 
indeed can be.” The new birth—the birth from above— 
the mystical and actual coming into our human experience 
a divinity which shapes our ends and transforms our 
hearts, and that dominate our wills is not only the Scrip- 
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tural method of entrance into the Kingdom, but it is the 
only practical way by which we human beings can come 
in possession of strength sufficient to overcome the forces 
of evil within us which lead to moral spiritual death. 
This birth from above, however, is not just something to 
be remembered, but it is a fact to be tested daily in our 
religious experience. The most importan matter is not so 
much whether or not we have been “born again” but 
whether or not our new birth is manifesting itself in kind- 
ness, love, peace, good will, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
The great questing is not, “Have I been born,” but am I 
today alive in Him, my Living Head, and am I bearing 
fruits of life eternal? 
% * * 


Leadership consists of more than occupying a leading 
position and drawing a large salary or sitting in some 
exalted position where the multitudes may see us and ap- 
plaud us because we have elbowed our way—actuated by 
selfish motives—to the front. But it consists in that quality 
of character and personality which naturally rises to the 
top and seeks without selfishness to direct the affairs of 
one’s fellows into channels most helpful to all concerned. 
Too much of what we call leadership is of that parasitical 
type which merely feeds upon the very lifeblood of one’s 
fellows, and is more a human liability than an asset. ‘That 
such leadership has no place in our Christian social order 
is self-evident. Not only they who are led by the Spirit of 
God are the sons of God, but only that leadership which 
is actuated and patterned after that of our Christ is worthy 
of a place in His Church. It must make our Master weep 
again as He wept over Jerusalem when, after nineteen 
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centuries of the influence of His most excellent self-sacri- 
ficial life and death, He still finds professed followers 
whose motives are out of harmony with His own. 

* * * 


One of the best signs of real culture and dependability 
is loyalty to those who have authority over us. Loyalty, 
however, does not consist in trucking sycophancy and wor- 
shipping those in authority as a kind of idol; but it does 
consist in respect for orderly promotion of good govern- 
ment and cooperation with those whose responsibility it is 
to render some specific service for the good of all con- 
cerned. It is not necessary at all times that we should 
agree with those in authority over us in order that we 
should give them our full cooperation. When we get to 
that place where we cannot do team-work, we should 
frankly state it and politely withdraw from such responsi- 
bility of cooperation. We lower our own dignity and at 
the same time destroy the morale of orderly government 
when we revolt and still try to remain a part of that we 
revolt against. When a member of the President’s Cabinet 
cannot agree with his chief, he politely withdraws and per- 
mits the President to place in his place a person more co- 
operative with him. There is a courtesy due those in 
authority which we cannot ignore without detriment to 
ourselves as well as to the orderly promotion of the work 
to be accomplished. Perhaps we Negroes have our greatest 
difficulty in this particular matter. A broader and more 
sympathetic attitude toward good government and team- 
work would help us wonderfully in reaching the goals we 
seek. 
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One of the stories of the Old ‘Testament which should be 
read over and over again by Christian workers is that 
of Samson. Although a mere strong man in physical 
strength, he was one of God’s called and chosen. Weakling 
as he was in moral stamina and obedience to God, he held 
too lightly the source of his supernatural strength and was 
simple enough to think that he could retain his God-given 
power and at the same time be cut off from union with 
Him by disobedience to the condition which gave him his 
strength. Shorn of his locks, he still expected “‘to go out 
and shake himself’ as at other times, but discovered that 
Jehovah had departed from him. One of the saddest verses 
in the Bible is that written concerning Samson: “He 
wist not that Jehovah had departed from him.” This 
story of a failure on the part of one of God’s chosen is 
not a mere isolated incident in the Bible. It has been 
enacted over and over again in the lives of Christian work- 
ers everywhere and in all ages. Men and women once used 
mightily for God, weakened by lack of connection with 
Him, like Samson, attempt to perform the spiritual feats 
of former years of union with God and discover their 
efforts ineffective and unproductive. ‘The explanation is, 
they are spiritually dead and don’t know it. They know 
not that Jehovah has departed from them. 


* *& * 


The Christian way of life may appear impractical and 
inexpedient to those who prefer to attempt to solve life’s 
problems in a half-hearted, imperfect way to suit the 
whims of human shortcomings and imperfections; but it is 
the only way which actually does things. Sometimes in our 
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practical haste we laugh at the idea of “overcoming evil 
with good,” and consider Paul’s injunction the product of 
an overzealous imagination. Be that as it may, it is the 
only way to overcome evil. Perhaps the subtle error of 
considering divine commands or suggestions as optional in- 
stead of mandatory has wrought more havoc with success- 
ful practical living than any other one thing. The only 
method to be pursued in reforms is the substitution of good 
for evil. In spite of the fact that these words of Paul’s, 
“Overcome evil with good,” have been written in letters 
of fire on the pages of sacred writ for nearly nineteen 
centuries, still even Christian nations seek to settle the dif- 
ficulties among the nations by the bloody, death-dealing 
instruments of war. Not even a World Court nor a League 
of Nations to act as a kind of umpire in national disputes 
can end war. There must be the substitution of good will 
for ill will, love for hatred, cooperation for exploitation, 
mutual helpfulness for national jealousies and prejudices, 
and the cultivation of that spirit of mutual respect, sym- 
pathy, and forbearance which exist among individuals 
at peace with each other. One of the reasons why the 
Church is having difficulty in attracting people from lives 
of worldliness is because it seeks to take away the glamour 
and enthusiasm of pleasure-mad people and substitute in 
its stead a dead, inactive, and pepless formality which has 
no attraction for living, energetic, enthusiastic people. Say 
what we may, the only type of Christianity worthy of 
taking the place of the pleasure-mad worldliness of this 
age is that pentecostal kind which sets the souls of men on 
hallowed fire and bestows upon them gifts of power to 
render Christian service in a wonderful manner. 
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LiFE, Not DEATH 


A glorious and victorious life is more to be sought after 
than a victorious death. Death will take care of itself. 
Contrary to the opinion of many, the important thing is 
not so much how a person dies, but how he lives. One con- 
sistent Christian life whose influence has been for right- 
eousness all along life’s pilgrimage is worth a thousand 
glowing death-bed testimonies unless these testimonies are 
backed by a life in harmony with them. How often with 
tear-stained eyes we stand in grief over the dead who have 
died in their sins, and yet day by day we can look on the 
spiritually dead corpses who live in sin without the least 
anxiety or shadow of grief! It is as sad to live without 
Christ as to die without Him. To the person who places 
the emphasis where it belongs, the sinner’s life is as sad as 
the sinner’s death. Both are without Christ and are equally 
failures. 

A glorious death inevitably follows a glorious life. ‘There 
is no other way. No matter how sweet the testimony of the 
death-bed penitent, there is always something lacking in it, 
and that is life. On the other hand, the death scene of 
those in whom Christ dwells may not be inviting, but the 
glory of it remains the same. The face of St. Stephen, 
bruised with many a stone hurled by his murderers, shone 
as the face of an angel even in the moment of such a cruel 
death. Paul, when the shadow of a martyr’s death hovered 
over him, sat down with a look of heavenly complacency 
in his face as he wrote these immortal words to his son 
Timothy, “I am ready to be offered up, and time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there 
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is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.” 

We cannot conquer the world for Christ with death-bed 
penitents. It takes Christian lives fashioned after Christ as 
a model to do this. Christ came not simply to get us into 
heaven, but that the kingdoms of this world may become 
the kingdoms of God and His Son. Life is the important 
thing, not death. Life is even the fearful thing, not death. 
Live! 

Would to God that emphasis could be placed on life as 
it should be! Would to God that we all could open our 
blinded eyes so that we could see lifé and its importance 
plainly! Yet how different our everyday experience is! 
How we shudder at the thought of saying a disrespectful 
thing concerning the dead, and yet rush in to destroy the 
good name of the living! When a man dies we even take 
pains to say nothing but good things about him, but while 
he lives we are so often equally as painstaking in showing 
up his weaknesses and faults! How willingly we forgive 
the dead, and yet with what tenacity we hold to the injuries 
done us by the living! How anxiously we watch over the 
death-bed of the dying sinner, and yet unconcerned we pass 
by the hovels of living sinners! Oh, that men would place 
the proper emphasis on life, for a victorious life never fails 
to open the gates of eternal life through a conquered death! 
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ABOVE THE SNAKELINE 


“Escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.” Gene- 
sis 19:17. 


SOME YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS PASTOR OF OUR WESLEY 
Church, Los Angeles, California; I was searching through 
the Public Library for suggestions in preparation of a 
Special Sermon-Address to be delivered to the young peo- 
ple of my church on the following Sunday. While looking 
through the topics discussed in one of Russell Conwell’s 
books I ran across the above subject. At once it attracted 
my attention and even curiosity. I said to myself, ‘““What can 
an author say about such a subject?’ Immediately, I turned 
to his discussion of it and found myself more attracted by 
the story from which the subject was taken than by the 
subject matter contained in the body of his discourse. 

I did not like the text used by the author. I selected one 
of my own which to my way of thinking was more appro- 
priate. I said to myself, I will take this story and adapt it 
to my own use. I see in it an opportunity to weave around 
it a fabric of my own making which may contain sugges- 
tions, exhortations and even information of lasting im- 
portance to my young people. I will connect it up with 
the story of Abram and Lot and the text found in Genesis 
19:17:—‘‘Escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.” 
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The story is this. It is said that when the early settlers of 
the mountainous regions of Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire moved into those regions it was in the late fall or 
early winter. In order to protect themselves from the cold 
winds which blew over those mountains, they built their 
settlers’ cabins in the valleys among the foothills and 
there sheltered from the wintry winds they dwelt in 
comparative comfort and peace. 

But when the sun crossed the Vernal Equinox, when the 
gentle zephyrs of spring began to blow, when all nature 
began to dress herself in garments of green, when the 
birds of spring began to sing their spring songs and the 
fragrance of spring flowers was present everywhere; there 
crawled out from their hibernating dens in the crevices in 
the rocks on which these settlers had built their cabins an 
almost innumerable number of snakes which made life 
miserable for those settlers. ‘Their children were not able 
to play out of doors lest they saw snakes basking in the 
sunshine or coiled and ready to bite them. Their women 
were not able to go about their household duties cheer- 
fully because these crawling snakes often climbed up 
among the rafters of the settlers’ cabins, coiled themselves 
around them and looked down upon them as they licked 
out their snake tongues at them. Life became unbearable 
for these settlers on account of crawling, coiling serpents 
everywhere! 

Before moving out in despairing disgust from those 
snake infested regions, they made up in their minds to 
explore the neighboring mountain heights. To their de- 
lightful surprise they discovered that as they climbed 
higher up the mountain slopes the snakes grew less and less 
numerous until they reached a certain altitude in the 
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mountains where were none at all. They discovered 
a snakeline in the mountains beyond which there were no 
snakes at all. 

Instead of moving out from those regions, they tore 
down their cabins in the snake infested regions below and 
- moved them above the snakeline in the mountains where 
they dwelt in comfort and peace undisturbed and un- 
molested by the snakes which crawled in the valleys and 
foothills below! 

I said to myself: What a storehouse of practical wisdom 
is in this story! Maybe one of the reasons we meet so many 
difficulties in life is because we have built our homes like 
these settlers, unknowingly in life’s valleys or foothills 
where life’s venomous serpents crawl and bite and make 
us miserable. Maybe the thing we need to do is to explore 
life’s higher altitudes until we reach that line beyond which 
the snakes of life do not crawl and bite. Maybe we need 
to dwell in life’s higher altitudes above the Snakeline! 

It makes all the difference in the world whether or not 
we dwell in life’s mountains or in its valleys and foothills. 

How well this is illustrated in the story of Abram and 
Lot! Here we have a mental picture of two friends and 
kinsmen. Abram is big-hearted and unselfish. Lot places 
his major emphasis on things and possessions. ‘Trouble 
arose between these two friends on account of grazing 
places for their sheep and cattle. Abram moved to preserve 
the finer qualities of love and friendship and communion 
with God, while Lot thought and acted in the interest of 
his sheep and cattle. ‘To Abram’s proposition of separating 
to the “right or to the left,” Lot readily agreed. 

One day when visibility was greatest, Lot climbed to 
the top of one of the highest mountains and looked down- 
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ward upon the neighboring foothills and outward toward 
the plain of the Jordan as it stretched itself out in the dim 
distance below. He saw vast meadows through which ran 
streams of living water like bands of silver in the valley. 
He saw trees growing on the banks of these rivers—won- 
derful resting places for his sheep and cattle when the 
blazing sun of noon would be beating down upon them. 
He saw Sodom, a city beckoning him and his children to 
senuous pleasure and enjoyment. Without consulting with 
his friend, ‘‘Lot pitched his tents toward Sodom.” He dwelt 
for a while in the country. His cattle and sheep grew in 
numbers and fatness while Lot’s soul and those of his chil- 
dren were growing flabby and lean. He finally moved into 
the city. His sons and daughters inter-married with the 
women and men of Sodom. Lot himself lost the blessedness 
of the presence of God which he learned and knew as he 
associated with Abram in the Hill Country. 

The day of destruction speedily came. Angel messengers 
after consulting with Abram warned Lot to escape to the 
mountains. He lost all of his life’s accumulations. The 
cattle and sheep he took such thought of in his planning 
were destroyed in Sodom’s flames. His wife turned to a 
pillar of salt. With only what he could carry on a hurry-up 
escape with two of his daughters—bereft of all—he was 
saved like as by fire! His whole life-work was destroyed! 

But what became of Abram? He still dwelt in the moun- 
tains. He had difficulty finding a grazing place for his 
cattle, but he walked and talked with God. One night after 
Lot departed,—sad and heavy hearted, he climbed one of 
the neighboring high mountanis and beheld the beauty of 
the stardecked heavens. He sat down entranced by the won- 
drous sight. He began to count the stars. Just then he felt 
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a touch on his shoulder. He heard the voice of Jehovah 
speaking to him. ‘““What are you doing here, Abram?” “I 
am counting the stars,’’ he answered. “They are so beauti- 
ful!” ‘hen God spoke to him: “Abram, I’ve been watch- 
ing you even before I called you in Ur of the Chaldees. I 
am delighted with you. I wish I had a world full of people 
like you. As I look upon the masses of children of men, it 
pains me that I created them. I will not give up in hopeless 
despair. I wish I had a world full of people like you. Even 
though you be old and your wife Sarah barren and past 
the age of childbearing, you shall have a son and your 
seed shall be as numerous as the stars of the heavens. I 
will bless you and make you a blessing.” 

What became of Abram? His name was changed to 
Abraham. He linked himself on to the eternal. ‘Through 
him all the nations of the earth have been blessed. While 
the story of Lot is just a red, danger sign on the road to 
failure and destruction. 

It makes all the difference in the world whether or not 
we dwell in life’s mountains above the Snakeline! 

It is not necessary that we go back into sacred or profane 
story to find illustrations of living above the Snakeline. We 
only need to look casually and we will find snakelines 
everywhere. 


THERE ARE SNAKELINES IN OurR THINKING 


Fundamental to good living is good thinking. “Out of 
our hearts—out of our thoughts are the issues of life.” “As 
a man thinketh in his heart so is he.” “Man does not live 
by bread alone but by every word—every thought—that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Paul puts the em- 
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phasis where it belongs when to the Philippian Church he 
writes: ‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 
if there be any praise; think on these things.” We must 
sweeten the sources—the fountains of our lives—if we ex- 
pect to flow from them streams of right attitudes, righteous 
conduct and good character. 

Far too many of our living and improving processes 
are too superficial. In beauty culture we place too much 
emphasis upon our form, complexion, the texture of our 
hair and the color of our skin. Real beauty is deeper than 
the physical, it has its roots in the realm of the mental and 
spiritual. What a blessing it would be to mankind if some- 
body would invent a mirror which revealed to us the 
beauty or ugliness of our thoughts and character. How 
fine it would be if we beautified our thinking and our at- 
titudes toward others with the same care we “make up” 
our forms and faces! Oh there is nothing permanent or 
compelling about superficial beauty! Physically homely 
people can overcome their homeliness by the cultivation of 
their thoughts and spirits. 

Too much of our thinking is down in the valleys of 
selfishness, malice, envy, jealousy, fault-finding and hate. 
These all are below the snakeline. ‘They poison, embitter 
and destroy the beauty of the souls of those who live in 
these realms. 

Fill your thoughts with goodness, kindness, patience, 
tolerance, good will and love, and you will find that these 
forces on the inside will eventually break out in your 
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forms and faces and give to you that true beauty which 
is eternal. 


THERE ARE SNAKELINESS IN CONDUCT 


Pardon me if I come down into the realm of the com- 
monplace. I may become offensive to some, but I must 
speak out plainly. I must plead with my people to conduct 
themselves in such a manner that whatever discriminations 
are practiced against us will not be on account of our con- 
duct. 

We had just as well confess our sins in this regard and 
turn from them. There is far too much of poor conduct 
among us. ‘Too much of our conduct is below the snake- 
line. The very fact that we are discriminated against, 
should make us the more careful to see that it is not on 
account of our conduct. We should studiously make every 
possible effort to rid ourselves of the reputation of being 
loud, boisterous and unpresentable in public places. We 
may not be rich, but we can be clean both in body and 
conversation. Our homes may be in the unimproved parts 
of our towns and cities and the wages we receive may be 
intentionally paid to keep us on or near the breadline. 

Let us learn to live peaceably among ourselves. Our 
criminality is far greater than it ought to be even if it is 
much easier under our social conditions to convict us of 
crime than those of other groups. We have far too many 
charges of disturbing the peace among us. Our homicide 
rate among ourselves is a burning shame. We may rightly 
boast that “No Negro has ever assassinated a president,” 
but we have far too often assassinated one another. I have 
a secret ambition which I want to reveal to you. I am am- 
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bitious that among ourselves we shall cultivate such clean- 
liness of person, such fineness of conduct in public places, 
such harmonious and friendly relationships among our- 
selves, such an upward looking and forward marching 
toward life’s highest and best in character and conduct 
that they who discriminate against us will be openly and 
manifestly foolish and even silly. 


THERE ARE SNAKELINES IN INDUSTRY AND ECONOMICS 


To me our greatest present need is in the realm of in- 
dustry and economics. Wide travel and observation among 
us during the past fifteen years have convinced me that as 
a race we are passing through the most critical period in 
our history in this country—not even slavery excepted. 
Slowly but surely we are being pushed to the ragged edges 
of things industrially and economically. The outlook, if 
things continue as they are tending, is not at all promis- 
ing. Many of the doors of menial service in which we have 
earned a living in the past are being closed against us. 
There was a time when we thought we had a monopoly 
on hard, unskilled labor, but we are beginning to dis- 
cover that that is not now true. In many realms where a 
few years ago we had no competitors we are now forced 
to compete with other race groups. I lived in the city of 
New Orleans which has a Negro population of 140,000, 
but not one Negro makes his living driving a garbage 
wagon or collecting garbage for the city. 

In Texas during the last five years, according to reliable 
statistics we have lost more than fifty per cent of our 
farms and homes. Like losses can be found everywhere. 
In spite of the fact that nearly ninety percent of our people 
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live in rural communities it is too true that many of them 
live in the midst of home conditions—in cabins as bad 
or worse than they were fifty years ago; while among our 
white neighbors a real transformation is taking place 
which shall soon mark an epoch in the rural life of the 
American people. Unless we awake from our lethargy and 
arise and meet the onrushing competition with energy, 
thrift and excellence in the quality of service we render, 
there is no hope whatever for our prosperous future. 

It is evident that we must outgrow and throw off many 
of our industrial traits inherited from slavery. Our innate 
desire for ‘‘rest’’ must be cast away and there must be de- 
veloped in us a genuine love for work which improves our 
living conditions. There is no rest for the weary in these 
busy days in which we are living. Even the old hymn we 
love, “There is rest for the weary,’ postpones its real 
enjoyment until we reach the “Other side of Jordan.” 
My father used to tell me that if I would be good and 
honest and use well the time given me here, I would have 
all eternity in which to rest. “Go to work.” 

We must also outgrow that characteristic Stepin-Fetchit 
laziness so dominant among us. I speak from experience. 
During my youth, I grew too rapidly and was consequent- 
ly weak and inclined to be lazy. I could easily satisfy my 
father by appearing studious in his presence. All I had 
to do was to get a book and begin to read, and he with a 
smile on his face, would walk away saying perhaps to him- 
self: “My son will be a learned man some day,’’ My mother 
had better sense. She knew I was constitutionally lazy and 
that no amount of education would make much of me 
unless I developed a love for hard work. 

One summer after school was out I built me a nice ham- 
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mock under a shade tree in our front yard. On hot days 
I made my way—book in hand—dquite pleasing to my 
father—to my hammock, began to read and of course aft- 
er a short time went to sleep. She could stand it no long- 
er. In utter desperation and disgust she came to me one 
morning while I lay in my hammock and said and did 
some things to me which I consider one of the milestones 
in my life. She touched me on the shoulder, woke me up 
and said to me, “Boy, get up and stir around. You lie 
around in that hammock too much. Get up and get out 
from here and stir around until you find a job and earn 
some money to assist your father in paying the expense of 
your education.” 

As she spoke her feeling grew stronger and stronger. 
She caught me by the collar of my coat and the seat of my 
pants, pulled me out of my hammock, gave me a shove 
toward the street which led down town, and with both a 
shove and a kick she started me out from home to find a 
job. “Get up and stir around!”’ she said. ‘Then she used an 
adjective I have never heard anybody use but her, she said 
“You are too ‘sit-i-down’ anyhow.” 

I count that day when my mother made me find a job 
one of the great turning points in my life. I went down 
town that day looking for a job. They were building the 
first telephone lines in my town then. Long and tall as I 
was, I attracted the attention of the foreman who called 
across the street, “Boy! Do you want a job?” I lazily an- 
swered ‘‘yes.”’ I got the job, learned the trade of a telephone 
and telegraph lineman; and better still, I fell in love with 
hard work. On the Sundays as I walked along with my 
chums, along the streets I boastfully said to them, “I 
hung those wires on that pole sixty feet high.” 


82 


ABOVE THE SNAKELINE 


I am fully persuaded that one of our greatest needs in 
order to meet the industrial and economic conditions 
ahead is as a race, to fall in love with hard work—become 
lovers of thrift activity and well-doing so that no worker 
of any race will be able to excel or even equal us in the 
quality of the service rendered. 

We had just as well face the facts: Our industrial, and 
with it, our economic situation is growing so alarming 
that we need to gather our children around our firesides 
and train them in thrift and see that they learn 
to do something well by which they may earn a liv- 
ing. Our public school teachers have perhaps the best 
opportunity to lay the foundation of economic compe- 
tence in our youth. Oh teachers, while you are teaching our 
children the three R’s science, literature and the like, 
sow in them the seeds of thrift, industry, dependableness 
and excellence in character and work which shall enable 
them to compete in the serious competition ahead! There 
is no room now for lazy, slothful, undependable young 
people. Far better would it be for them if they crawled 
away into some cemetery and repeated “earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes and dust to dust” as they performed their 
own burial ceremony. 

Our ministers also must come down off the golden streets 
of New Jerusalem, cease walking about the Sea of Glass all 
mingled with fire or under the shade of the tree of life, 
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations, and take 
some.pains in teaching our people how to live here as well 
as hereafter. Our intelligent people who delight so much 
in social functions, in playing bridge and whist as they 
say “to improve their mentality’’ must use some of the 
mentality thus improved in devising ways and means by 
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which we can improve our economic condition by finding 
and making employment for the hundreds and thousands 
of our young people who are graduating from our high 
schools and colleges and find nothing to do by which they 
can earn a livelihood and make a life. Is the major ob- 
jective of our mentality found merely in bidding on cards? 
God forbid! 

Industrially I fear we are living down too low in the 
realm of laziness, shiftlessness, lack of thrift and depend- 
ableness, under the silly influence of seeking enjoyment 
and pleasure before we undergird ourselves with the eco- 
nomic competence needed in order to enjoy life—far be- 
low the snakeline! Our only hope is to move upward into 
the mountains of thrift, industry, dependableness, charac- 
ter and industrial training which manifests itself in su- 
perior industrial service with which to meet the compe- 
tition of our times above the snakeline! In this only may 
we be secure. 


THERE ARE SNAKELINES IN BUSINESS 


I am fully persuaded that the way out of much of our 
economic difficulty especially in the gainful employment 
of our better trained young people is in the development 
of more business among ourselves. 

From eighty-five to ninety percent of young, educated — 
white people find their field of labor among the middle 
classes in the industries and in business. Our young people 
for the most part who graduate from our high schools and 
colleges must go into the overcrowded professions or re- 
main in the way of their less educated brethren on account 
of the small opportunity we have in the trades and busi- 
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ness. We are a race resembling a monstrosity with a big 
head and big feet with a little, weazled-up body between. 
We have no strong middle class. Very few of our young 
people plan to make a living in the trades and in business. 
It is however the middle classes of average earning power 
that compose the economic back-bone of any nation or 
race. Unskilled laborers and professional people are after 
all mere parasites upon the great body of the race which 
is its middle classes. Very weak indeed is a race therefore 
that is composed of unskilled, poorly paid laborers and 
professional people whose success is very largely deter- 
mined by the people they serve. 

Our most urgent need, and at the same time, our line 
of least resistance is found in more and better business 
among us. Segregated as we are in most of our towns and 
cities we must make this segregation a business asset by 
utilizing our buying and selling power. Unlike most spell- 
binders of our race, I refuse to talk about how much prog- 
ress we have made and how smart we are until we do 
something in the realm of actual doing. Until we get 
able to sell groceries, dry goods and other commodities 
on the corners of our segregated sections of cities I refuse 
to say we are smart. In Harlem a year or so ago, I stopped 
at the million and a half dollar Negro Y. M. C. A. but 
when I wanted some laundry done it was done in a Chinese 
laundry next door. While Negro actors and actresses were 
used in the neighborhood theaters they all were under 
the management of Jews. Negroes showed up to great 
advantages only in the churches, but most of them were 
hopelessly in debt to white lenders. We will become a 
sensible people when we utilize our earning, buying and 
selling power; when we control the business enterprises 
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in the segregated portions of our towns and cities; when 
we cut in on the commissions of practically all homes, 
automobiles and other commodities sold and bought 
among us. 

Mark you, I’m not over-critical of our business people. 
I am sympathetic with them. No man among us has a 
more difficult road to travel. He must compete with Nor- 
dics who have been doing business 2000 years. He must 
compete with Greeks who are able in the restaurant busi- 
ness to make food nine days old appear to be only one day 
old. He must compete with the wiry Jew, who has been 
selling things at a bargain price ever since Esau sold his 
birthright for a mess of pottage. Besides that he must 
battle against the jealousy, envy, and anti-success psychol- 
ogy of his own people! I say it to our shame! Too many 
of us envy the progress of our business people who go up 
against all these odds and succeed anyhow! I plead with 
my people, let us cease envying our successful business 
people and help them so that through them we may open 
doors for our youth of coming generations. Let us move 
up above the snakeline not only as business men and wom- 
en but also in our attitudes toward our business people. 


THERE ARE SNAKELINES IN RELIGION 


Being religious and being genuinely Christian are quite 
different matters. Much also of our Christian emphasis is 
not properly placed. It is possible both for our religious 
emphasis and experience to be below the snakeline. Peo- 
ple who profess to have been Christians ten to fifty years 
and yet in their testimonials can find nothing more joyful 
to talk about than the experience of their conversion are 
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living below the snakeline. Those religious objectives 
which postpone the day of joy, peace and harmony until 
after death are also below the snakeline. ‘The mere re- 
ligious pilgrim and stranger in the earth seeking a better 
country as a kind of dodge of the effort and self-sacrifice 
needed in making this a better world in which to live is 
dwelling below the snakeline. Any Christian life which 
does not seek to grow up to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ or to be filled with all the fullness of 
God fails to claim its full heritage. It is below the snake- 
line. 

When I left a pastorate of fourteen years to be- 
come an editor of one of our Advocates my friends often 
asked me why I left the pastorate. After thinking it over 
I replied that one of the reasons was ‘““There are too many 
babies in the Church.” Now I love young babies but when 
I find them ten, twenty, thirty and forty years old, I either 
become alarmed over their lack of growth and maturity 
or grow hopelessly discouraged over the prospect of ever 
making full grown men and women in Christ Jesus out 
of them. I discovered to my deep sorrow that I had to 
feed most of my babe church members on milk or nurse 
and cajole them even after years of religious experience 
during which they ought to have become grown up in 
Christ Jesus. 

I was a good pastor however. I knew how to nurse them. 
Whenever one group of my religious babies began to fret 
and whine under my leadership, I gave them sugar teats 
to suck saying, ““Now suck and let us have peace and har- 
mony in our church.” 

No sooner however, had I satisfied that group than an- 
other group of babies would begin to whine, fret, and 
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grow restless under my ministry. They were bottle babies. 
Hence like a good nurse, I fixed up a sufficient number 
of bottles filled with milk, put the nipples on them and 
gave them to that group saying “For heaven’s sake, suck 
and let’s have quietness and contentment in this church.” 

As soon as I got those two groups quiet, another group 
of over-conservatives, chronic complainers and fault find- 
ers arose up. If they could not find fault with me they 
found fault with my wife. If we both passed their in- 
spection they searched for faults among my six children. 
In a large group like that it would be easy to find fault. 
I handled that group, too, quite skillfully. You ask what 
I did for them? I gave them pacifiers. Do you know what 
a pacifier is? It is a rubber contrivance which a mother 
gives to a spoiled child to suck, but there is no juice in the 
thing! In all seriousness there are too many babies in our 
churches who remain after many years, in their spiritual 
infancy. ‘Too often our churches are nurseries instead of 
armies. God cannot conquer the world with a nursery. I 
do read in the Bible where He is organizing an army of 
soldiers armed with all the panoply of God—Rough shod 
with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace, having on 
the breastplate of righteousness the shield of faith with 
which to quench the fiery darts of the wicked, and pro- 
tected by the helmet of salvation, girdled about with 
truth, as in their hands, they have the sword of the spirit 
which is the word of God. Only an army equipped with 
all the panoply of God is able to win the victory for God 
and the church. As Christians we must grow in grace, in 
faith, in love, in stature even to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ. 
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THERE ARE FINALLY SNAKELINES IN EDUCATION 


Not all kinds of education are helpful. There are types 
of education also which are below the snakeline. 

Whenever our education puffs us up and makes us 
withdraw into little self-admiring groups which are un- 
sympathetic with the masses of untrained, uneducated 
people, our education is below the snakeline. That type 
of education which represents only a canning process in 
acquiring knowledge which is not digested and assimilated 
and character forming is below the snakeline. Those who 
desire post graduate degrees merely for social purposes 
so that they can become members of exclusive fraternities 
or sororities have masters and doctors degrees which are 
below the snakeline. 

I am fully conscious that I oppose the ordinary way of 
thinking and acting, but be that as it may, I want every 
one of you to remember this little secret which I am about 
to give you. 

Whenever we possess excellence of any kind properly 
it does not puff us up or make us unsympathetic and ex- 
clusive. Our strength and excellence put us in debt to our 
fellows. Paul, who sat at the feet of the learned Gamaliel, 
and was learned in the wisdom of the Greeks even after 
a marvelous experience with God on the Damascus road 
or in the Mountains of Arabia where he heard things 
that it was unlawful for him to utter, felt himself in con- 
sequence of his wide experience, a debtor, to the Jews and 
Greeks, to the learned and unlearned. Our ex-slave par- 
ents arrived at this truth when they sang: “Ask my broth- 
er, how do you feel,—I heard from heaven today.’ The 
refrain is “I feel so low, so low.” Genuine excellence be- 
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gets humility and not arrogance. Arrogant people are in- 
variably the product of a spurious greatness. 

How would you like a God that was proud and exclu- 
sive? Yet if any Being ought to be proud and exclusive, 
it is God. God:—who by the might of his power created 
the worlds out of nothing;—-God who merely commanded: 
—‘‘Let there be light,” and the sun, moon, and stars and 
all the hosts of heaven were created and started out on 
their light-giving missions;—God concerning whom the 
Hebrew writer writes, “It is he that sitteth in the midst 
of the circle of the earth to whom the nations of the earth 
are but a drop in the bucket;—-God who comprehends the 
dust of the earth, weighs the mountains in scales and the 
hills in balances:—God who has all power, whose name 
and nature is “Love’’;—-God to whom belongeth honor, 
dominion and glory unspeakable, who knows all things— 
having ten thousand Ph.D.’s piled one on the other:—ac- 
cording to the revelation of the Bible at the same time is 
a “Rock” in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm! 
He is a “Refuge” to whom even helpless and hopeless 
outcasts among men may run and find a hiding place un- 
der His wings. He is a “Shepherd” leading His sheep into 
green pastures and by streams of living water and when 
they go through the valley of the shadow of death, the 
great God goes along with them. The Son of God who is 
the express image of the Father, who made all things and 
possessed divine glory, disrobed himself of divinity when 
he saw fallen man helpless and hopeless at the gate of 
death, and took upon himself the form of a servant and 
was found in fashion as a man humbling himself and be- 
coming obedient unto death. The Son of God went about 
the world doing good, healing all manner of diseases, 
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opening blinded eyes, unstopping deaf ears, touching 
lepers and making them clean, treading a wine press in 
Gethsemane, bearing His cross up Calvary, making a 
cleansing fountain of his own blood, overcoming death 
and hell on their own territory, taking away death’s sting 
and snatching victory from the grave while he led cap- 
tivity itself captive and gave gifts to men. That is the way 
the Great God and His Son manifest their power, majesty 
and glory. Why should spirits of mortals be proud or ex- 
clusive? Who can make the bad good but the good? Shall 
strength be used to exploit, crush or to lift? God uses his 
greatness and majesty and glory and omnipotence and wis- 
dom to help. Oh, why cannot we follow His Example! 

Many of our present objectives in living together are 
rather pagan than Christian. In the Christian way of life 
God and his followers seek primarily to lift all people up 
to the highest way of living, so that all shall become one 
in Christ Jesus our Savior and Brother. 
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CHAPTER VII 


WHAT MUST THE NEGRO DO 
TO BE SAVED? 


“Men and brethren, what shall we do? Acts 2:37. 


I AM FULLY AWARE OF THE TYPE OF DISCUSSION OF THIS 
topic that would be most pleasing and acceptable to most 
of my readers, but I am equally as well aware of the fact 
that much that is popular among us is so shot through 
and through with grievous and destructive error that I 
feel I must depart from the course superficially calculated 
to be most popular, and even at the price of being mis- 
interpreted and misunderstood, set forth a solution of our 
problem which in the final test will come through with 
flying colors and give promise and fruitage of a glorious, 
abiding victory. 

In the first place, I must state frankly that I do not be- 
long to that school of thinkers among us that believes that 
the major part of the hindrances to our success, progress 
and eventual salvation as a race is on the outside of us. 
Environment, no matter how strong and powerful, has 
never been nor never will be stronger than the forces 
within individuals and races to overcome them and march 
on victoriously over every outside foe. Whether or not we 
are willing to acknowledge it, we are the masters of our 
own fate and destiny, and we do more to hinder our own 
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progress, success and salvation than all the outside oppo- 
sition to us combined. If there were no outside hindrances 
or opposition at all, we would still be seriously handi- 
capped and frustrated and forced to develop those innate 
qualities and powers in us which after all are the determin- 
ing factors in our success and salvation. 

This power to achieve must not only be among a few 
select people of the race. ‘There must be a general and 


even a mass movement upward in character, stamina, de- 


pendableness, thrift, efficiency and excellence. ‘To be able 
to point with pride to the achievement of a select few 
among us who have become the “‘first and only members of 
the race to achieve this or that,” (silly nonsense!) may be 
a mill stone about our necks capable only of drowning us 
in the depths of life’s sea. No matter if we do produce a 
few stars in our race who compare favorably with the 
stars of other races, our salvation lies in the focussing of 
all the elements of strength among us upon the task of 
lifting the masses of our people in thrift, efficiency, 
dependableness, honesty, integrity, industry, cooperation, 
conduct and character so that as a race in our own right 
and on our own feet we may stand as assets rather than 
liabilities in the social order of which we have become 
a significant part and factor. 


SEGREGATION SHOULD BE CAPITALIZED 


As a race we are segregated in all parts of this country. 
Whether or not it is an ideal, righteous or democratic 
situation matters little. It is a fact which must be taken into 
account and instead of bewailing our lot we should utilize 
and capitalize this situation and make it contribute to 
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our economic welfare and efficiency. ‘The amount of busi- 
ness which we do in our segregated communities is alarm- 
ingly low and indicative of a lack of economic alertness 
and efficiency of which we should all be ashamed. In cities 
like New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, New Orleans and scores of others, there are large 
segregated areas in which our own race group does only a 
very small part of the ordinary business of the community. 
Is it not strange that outside of that type of business in 
which members of other races do not desire to compete 
with us, such as undertaking and the like, we are not able 
to compete with other races in our own segregated dis- 
tricts! Some of us think we have won a great victory and 
even a goal when we force a few of our people into the 
employment of business establishments, owned and con- 
trolled by others but supported by us, as mere menial 
decoys on the part of owners of other races to weaken our 
own strength in doing our own business among ourselves! 
Where are our eyes to see and our intelligence to detect 
the wretchedness of our economic condition when we can 
court and marry each other, belong to the same segre- 
gated but exclusive fraternities, sing and preach to each 
other, acquire according to modern standards our aca- 
demic degrees together but are not able to see the intellec- 
tual folly and stupidity of a people who cannot sell each 
other shoes, hats, dresses, automobiles, houses, lands, and 
other necessities! We are not a wise people if we lie asleep 
economically and let people of other races come from the 
ends of the earth, settle in our segregated communities 
and do the greater part of the business among us. A people 
who can organize, promote and support lodges, fraternities, 
churches in large numbers; a people who can produce 
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lawyers, physicians, dentists, teachers and preachers who 
compare favorably with similar people of other races; a 
people who can produce the greatest athletes and singers 
of the world should hang their heads in shame if they find 
themselves unable to take care of themselves economically 
and in business especially among themselves! 


A CHANGE OF PHILOSOPHY NEEDED 


In order to be saved the Negro must arise in the strength 
of his own freedom and intelligence and break the bands 
of the intellectual and psychological bondage in which in 
many cases he is unconsciously held. 


Dr. Charles Stewart, celebrated newspaperman and 
writer among us of a generation ago, told the story of a 
lynched Negro over whose dead body had been placed the 
following sign: “In status quo.” Many passers-by looked 
on but were not able to translate it into English. One man, 
however, smarter than the rest, exclaimed: “I have it! 
It means ‘In a helluva fix.’ ’’ ‘That may not be an accurate 
translation of the sign over the dead man, but it does 
suggest the awful situation regarding the intellectual and 
psychological bondage by which we are held most often 
without even knowing it. There is probably no stronger 
foe to our progress and salvation than our mixed and 
often silly psychology. 

It is true that much of our thinking is the outflow of 
slavery and what we were taught then, nevertheless we 
cannot make progress without bursting our bonds. No 
matter if we were taught during slavery to discount our- 
selves and our kind, and to think of excellence as existing 
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only in the white race, we are not ready to save ourselves 
until in our own minds we realize that excellence may be 
ours of the black race also. 

To illustrate our befuddled situation and thinking, 
hear a story. A very dark woman of our race went into a 
department store and asked for “‘flesh colored’”’ hose. ‘The 
clerk who was a white man did not know what to do. He 
thought and reasoned as best he could and then offered 
his customer a pair of black hose. She walked away in 
disgust. Black as she was, she was psychologically white. 

A few years ago a Negro artist thought he had fallen 
upon a way to make millions for himself and his com- 
pany. He organized a company and reproduced many of 
the pictures illustrated in the Bible in black colors repre- 
senting our race. Triumphantly he placed them on the 
market among us assured of success on account of our in- 
tensely emotional and religious nature. His scheme fell 
flat. We refused to buy paintings of black saints and 
angels. We were too long accustomed to thinking of only 
demons and devils as black. When colored dolls were first 
put on the market our children refused to accept them as 
the equals of white dolls and only purchased them and 
played with them after years of training in the undoing of 
their psychology adopted by habit and years of training 
against themselves. 

Our psychological bondage is due largely to the fact 
that, over three hundred years as a black people we have 
lived and grown in the midst of a white culture and civili- 
zation. The language we speak is not our own. It is white. 
Everything excellent, pure and clean is white. Is not God 
white? Are not the angels whiter Is not all the excellence 
even in commercial art white? Do we not see all the beau- 
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tiful pictures and paintings in white, while we see ourselves 
only as “Sambo” eating watermelon or “Aunt Jemima” 
advertising her pancakes, or as “Gold Dust ‘Twins’? 

This messed up psychology among us is far deeper and 
more universal than most of us think. It is not confined 
to the unlettered and unlearned, but it runs the whole 
gamut of the race from bottom to the top. It often manifests 
itself in its silliest and most pernicious form among our 
so called intelligensia. It often happens that the people 
loudest in their protests against discrimination on account 
of color by white people are the most insistent upon dis- 
crimination in the race among those of lighter or darker 
shades of color. It often happens that light colored Negroes 
are the most bitter in their attitudes toward white people 
on account of discrimination. How shall we free ourselves 
from psychological nonsense! Most of the weakness of 
the race in cooperation, in unity, in self-appraisal and in 
achievement in all lines of endeavor can be discovered in 
our silly, conglomerated psychology. Unless we break the 
bands of this bondage, we had better dig our own graves, 
crawl into them and pull the dirt in on ourselves. ‘To save 
me, I cannot understand why Negroes of lighter colors 
who are such haters of white people and discrimination on 
account of color can be proud of the blood of slave holders, 
exploiters, discriminators and even potential lynchers 
coursing through their veins! 

To save ourselves, or rather to be worthy of salvation we 
must fall in love with our own kind. We must see beauty 
and excellence in black, brown, yellow and white. We may 
talk all we please about race solidarity and self-respect, but 
sensible people are not going to believe in us or trust us 
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until they are assured that we properly evaluate our- 
selves and find beauty, attractiveness and excellence among 
our own. 


SANE AND SOBER LIVING NEEDED AMONG THE MASSES 


To be saved we must repent of and turn from many 
traits and characteristics which have hindered our salvation 
in the past. 


Among these are our inordinate love of pleasure and a 
good time before we have done that more important task 
of undergirding ourselves with a character and economic 
competence so fundamental to enjoyment of life. Too 
much we crave for that superficial stuff which we charac- 
terize as “‘swell’’ before we pay the price of personal ex- 
cellence in character and achievement. Too many of us 
seek to imitate millionaires in our appearances and en- 
tertainment on an income of a few dollars a week. It will 
not work. It cannot be done. The exaltation of a few 
among us to certain meaningless little distinctions as the 
“first and only Negro who ever attained such an honor or 
position” is the most colossal kind of nonsense and has no 
worthy significance at all. What of it? One distinguished 
Negro among a million childish, inefficient, ease-loving, 
responsibility-dodging, slum-dwelling, disease-ridden, 
dead-while-they-live Negroes can never work out our sal- 
vation. Everyone of us must set our faces toward, and our 
footsteps upon, the upward paths of character and efficien- 
cy before we even move on toward the goal set before us. 
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THE NEGRO ProsLtEM Not ENTIRELY THE 
NEGRO’S PROBLEM 


We are no problem whatever to ourselves in the same 
sense we are to white people. We get along fairly well to- 
gether and are worried among ourselves only about the 
economic, social, and cultural problems common to all 
people. We are not ignorant of the fact that we are a prob- 
lem to white people but the solution of that part of the 
problem is theirs and theirs only. 

We were getting along well in Africa, having a satis- 
factory situation economically and otherwise, eating the 
fruit of our native palm trees—wearing just a little less 
clothing than civilized Americans—without any anxiety 
for our welfare or future. White people wooed us from 
our native habitat by the luring power of red bandanas, 
loaded us on their ships, brought us here and set us to work 
for themselves. They loved us well enough to provide 
a place on the old plantation for us. When they discovered 
that slavery was a curse to both the slave and the slave- 
holder, in a bloody conflict of brother against brother of 
their own race, they set us free and gave to us full citizen- 
ship rights and privileges in the very country where we were 
formely held as slaves. ‘The discriminations against us in 
America are not primarily on account of character. Every- 
thing seems to indicate that free and intimate social re- 
lationships among the races are not wanted no matter 
what our character or achievement. If white people do not 
want these social relationships our own self-respect should 
force us to care nothing about them and even refuse to 
seek them. 

Their suggestion that we solve the race problem by per- 
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mitting ourselves to be forced into a place of semi-slavery 
or serfdom is asking too much of us. We thought they abol- 
ished slavery in good faith and that their extending to us 
citizenship was not a mere joke. We would be the worst 
of ingrates if we did not appreciate and accept their blood 
bought gifts of freedom and citizenship at full value. 

Many white people say: “Of your own volition, move 
out and leave the country to us.” We answer: “We did 
not of our own volition move in, and even if we did move 
out, whither can we flee from their presence? If we ascend 
into heaven, they are there. If we make our beds in Hades, 
they are there. If we take the ships of the seas and sail away 
to Africa, even there we find them, for Africa itself is par- 
titioned among the white European nations, and the race 
problem is as difficult of solution there as here in America. 
The fact is, the white race is the author of its own race 
problems on account of its attitude toward other races. 
They are a cosmopolitan people dwelling on every conti- 
nent and on all the isles of the sea but assuming a pro- 
vincial attitude toward the races among whom they live. 
Hence, the difficulty. A cosmopolitan race like the white 
race must itself assume a cosmopolitan attitude toward 
other races or there will never be a solution of the prob- 
lem. It must come through the white man’s sense and exer- 
cise of justice and fair play and through his willingness 
to treat other races as men and not as creatures who are 
inferior and below the plane of humanity. Bold brutal at- 
tempts to force other races into subjection will not work. 
The race problem must be solved in good-will, fellowship, 
brotherhood and respect for human personality without 
regard to race or it will never be solved at all. 
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AN ADEQUATE SOLUTION OF OUR PROBLEM POSSIBLE 


I think I have discovered a solution to the Negro’s 
part of the race problem. In the midst of the confusion of 
our times you may wonder at such a statement on my part, 
but I make it nevertheless. If you will give attention to me, 
I will give it to you. You may take it or leave it; believe it 
or not. 

A few years ago on a visit to Los Angeles, California, 
I heard a Jew addressing a group of Negro ministers. 
Among other things he said: ““Whenever a minority group 
lives in the midst of a majority group and is in competition 
with that majority for its share of the total privileges of all 
groups concerned, the only way the minority group can 
come into possession of its share of the benefits and privi- 
leges of all is, it must on the average be superior to the 
average of the majority group. It must win its share by 
more than an average excellence and efficiency.” 

The speaker continued rather boastfully: “We Jews 
represent only three per cent of the population of America, 
but we have three governors of the forty-eight states; we 
have more than our share of the Senators and Representa- 
tives of our National Congress; we have a representative 
on the Supreme Court Bench of the United States and a 
member of the President’s cabinet. We have more than 
our share of the mayors of the leading American cities, 
and on a Jewish holiday our control of the retail dry goods 
business is clearly manifest by the number of department 
and other retail dry goods stores closed all over the coun- 
try.” 

He further stated: ‘““We Jews have a high regard for our- 
selves. We do not desire to be like or to imitate anybody 


102 


WHAT MUST THE NEGRO DO TO BE SAVED? 


but Jews. We neither seek nor do we think ourselves high- 
ly honored by intimate social contacts with other groups. 
We seek most of all to make ourselves efficient and su- 
perior to our competitors in every line of endeavor. You 
yourselves know that we are not spoken of so favorably, 
often no more favorably than you are, but we have more 
than our share. We have won it in spite of the odds against 
us by sheer efficiency and excellence in doing that which 
we set our minds and hands to do.” 

When he closed this part of his talk, I was almost over- 
come by the thrilling revelation which it gave to me. I 
do not know how my fellow listeners took it, but from that 
time until now I have felt that I had the solution to our 
part of the so-called Negro problem. It lies in the cultiva- 
tion and development of individual and racial efficiency 
of such a superior type as to command respect, and of 
such potency as to overcome every obstacle in the way of 
our success and progress. “Ah,” I said to myself: “I see 
now the cause of our backwardness and impotency. We 
are uncertain of ourselves. We have a background of train- 
ing unconsciously to disrespect our own kind. Black peo- 
ple though we be, our living in the midst of a white civili- 
zation has caused us unconsciously to belittle our own 
lot and kind, and to idolize another race type altogether. 
We are as conscious and often as proud of the shades of 
color among ourselves as the white man is of his color. We 
spend millions on bleaching preparations. Our judges of 
beauty often pick out the “‘fairest’’ among us as the most 
beautiful and the most excellent and desirable. In fact, 
we are perhaps the most mixed, conglomerated and psy- 
chologically messed-up people under heaven. Oh who shall 
deliver us from the body of this internal death! Mixed as 
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we are in shades of color and varieties, and yet one people 
——we must appreciate and evaluate our beauty and excel- 
lence even if it is among varieties of shades and colors, 
and with a solid front of self-appreciation be proud of our 
race and type—so proud that we will seek to be none 
other than ourselves and cease to place too much value 
upon little social contacts with other races. It is never a 
social honor, nor honorable to have intimate contacts 
socially with anybody or any race that does not want us. 


Our FAILURE TO SAVE OURSELVES BY VARIOUS DEVICES 
IN THE PAST 


Immediately following emancipation we thought we 
could solve our problem by reducing our illiteracy and 
by classical education. Those who received the culture of 
the schools presented themselves to the white race for ac- 
ceptance into a full orbed racial unity, but white people 
only smiled and said, ‘““Wait. You need generations of 
culture before you can mingle freely with us or enjoy 
the privileges we enjoy.” 

Next came along our great leader, Booker T. Washing- 
ton, who sensed that mere classical education would not 
solve the problem. “Let Negroes become skilled laborers 
with their hands—ex-slaves as they are, they can best solve 
their problem by becoming skilled manual workers.” 

This philosophy of the Negro’s salvation worked well 
for a while especially in those sections of the country where 
the skilled Negro workman had no considerable competi- 
tion. In sections of the country where the competition was 
strong, white skilled laborers organized labor unions, ex- 
cluded Negroes from membership in them and what prom- 
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ised to be the salvation of the race vanished into thin air. 
Now even in so called “National Defense” the only type 
of Negro actually wanted is in the realm of the unskilled 
low wage earner. 

Mark you. I do not seek, nor am I able to detract one 
iota from the greatness and glory of Booker T. Washing- 
ton. Would to God we had more like him; or somebody 
in this generation as able to serve the race as he served it 
in his: but the fact remains that no single device no matter 
how excellent can save the race. Our salvation is deeper 
rooted and more fundamental than any one type of su- 
perficial training. It must root itself in the general charac- 
ter and personal qualities of our people. 

After Booker T. Washington’s time the pendulum of 
race salvation swung into a new arc under the leadership 
of W. E. B. DuBois and those like-minded with him. “By 
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments 
to the Constitution the Negro ts an American citizen en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges of Citizenship. When 
discriminated against he must rise up in protest against it 
and in the courts of the land secure decistons which outlaw 
and condemn such discriminations.” 

We soon discovered, however, that judicial decisions, 
even those of the Supreme Court, do not fully solve the 
practical problems of the race. Writing ideals into our 
American Constitution and writing them into American 
life, practices and relationships are quite different matters. 
The Niagara Movement had its virtues of course and has 
helped the race considerably, but any movement of Negro | 
advancement majoring only in rearguard action of pro- 
testation against injustices done us, or forward looking 
into a larger placement in our social and economic order 
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without a supreme major on the character and quality of 
the man protected or advanced, must and did come to a 
place of frustration impossible to overcome. 

The whole scheme of forcing our way into a place in 
the sun by power and by might is full of deceptive, im- 
practical error. A weak minority such as we are cannot by 
any conceivable force overcome the stronger force of a 
strong majority using the same kind of force the minority 
uses. One-tenth of our population such as we are cannot 
by force compel the white nine-tenths of our population 
to do anything it does not want to do. The Constitution 
itself can be changed by a two-third’s majority. Public 
sentiment against all Supreme Court decisions, no matter 
how favorable toward us, can make them practically use- 
less and ineffective. 

In these times we hear a lot of nonsensical advice:— 
“Fight! Fight! Fight!” It may be all right to fight, but a 
fellow is foolish to fight unless he has the proper equip- 
ment with which to fight. ‘The sad part about our situation 
is we have too many agitators exhorting our people to 
fight who have nothing in thrift, industry, dependable- 
ness, sobriety, good judgment and character with which 
to fight. 

You have heard the story of the bull who stood on a 
railroad track and challenged the oncoming locomotive 
travelling at the rate of sixty miles an hour, for a fight. 
He bravely faced the approaching engine, but he was no 
match at all in fighting power. He was hurled headlong 
dead and mangled down an embankment while the engine 
rolled on to its destination. A bystander, taught a practical 
lesson by the incident, exclaimed: “Old Bull, I admire 
your courage and daring but I don’t think much of 
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your judgment.” The man who fights must be equipped 
in such a manner as to have a chance to win. A race of 
divided, jealous, and envious individualists; a race that 
is not certain whether it likes to be Negroid; a race of 
ease-loving, hand-out-begging, dole-hunting, slum-dwel- 
ling, psychologically-befuddled people has no chance to 
win in a fight with another race which owns and controls 
practically all of the military and economic equipment 
of the whole world. Those who fight against’ such odds 
must see to it that they have far superior equipment with 
which to fight. They must ‘“‘take to arm them for the fight 
the panoply of God”—goodness, efficiency and excellence. 

My Jewish friend has given us the key to our salvation. 
We need to seek no other. Our primary need is now to 
apply ourselves to the long and difficult task of the devolp- 
ment even among the apparently hopeless masses of us 
a dependability, a soberness, a oneness of purpose, and ex- 
cellence in behavior, workmanship, social harmony, eco- 
nomic unity and cooperation; an efficiency as laborers, 
business and professional people and a moral superiority 
over our competitors. As big as the task appears it has in 
it a larger promise of success than any of the lesser schemes 
we have employed to secure for ourselves and our posterity 
the privileges that are ours under our democratic institu- 
tions and social order. It will require all hands at con- 
structive character building among us—no high hatting, 
no domineering, no exploitation, no bigotry and self- 
conceit, no superiority complexes, but genuine superiority 
and excellence in character, service and cooperation, which 
alone are omnipotent in the accomplishment of the tasks 
we seek and in enabling us to reach our worthy goals 
ahead of us. 
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SOME STORIES OF THOSE WHO HAVE WON BY EXCELLENCE 


Let us now take a little time to show how even with 
the odds awfully against us, those of superior character and 
efficiency among us have overcome apparently unsur- 
mountable odds and received recognition and support 
which appeared impossible. Hear a few true stories of 
those who by superior excellence in their particular vo- 
cations have broken down race barriers and received the 
recognition and respect of white men in many cases tra- 
ditionally opposed to such recognition and respect. 

About forty years ago a Negro, then a young man in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, went into the grocery busi- 
ness. He catered to the trade and not to his own race in 
particular. He treated all of his customers fairly and cour- 
teously and gave to them fresh and first-class groceries for 
value received. His business grew to such proportions that 
people of all races patronized him and he became one of 
the most successful and prosperous merchants of his city 
without regard to race. 

‘The age of the chain store came on. ‘Iwo powerful chain 
store corporations determined to put him out of business. 
One established a store on one side of him and the other 
on the other side. He did not whine or complain. He 
went on doing business in the same courteous manner. 
Within a few weeks both chain stores moved away and the 
Negro groceryman is at the same old stand conducting a 
prosperous business as he approaches the age of respectable 
retirement. He succeeded on account of the quality of 
service and character he put into his business. His power- 
ful competitors failed to move him. 

When I went to Los Angeles in 1917, I met a young 
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Negro man studying to become an architect. I frankly 
explained to him the difficulty he was going up against. 
I said: “Our people are not building any homes or insti- 
tutions. We are glad to buy homes abandoned by white 
people who move out into finer residential sections of 
the city.”” He replied: “I like the profession and I want 
to become an architect no matter what the difficulties in 
the way may be.” 

Against what I considered sound advice he went ahead, 
became a first class architect of such excellence and ef- 
ficiency that he occupies a downtown office, has helpers of 
both white and Negro races working for him and is classed 
as one of the most successful architects in America without 
regard to race. He serves not only his own race group but 
all races, having burned racial barriers away by his ex- 
cellence and efficiency in his profession. The name of the 
man described above is Architect Paul Williams of Los 
Angeles. 

There was born of ex-slave parents in North Georgia 
about fifty years ago a boy child. The music in the souls 
of his parents was born in him. He went to Fisk Univer- 
sity and trained his voice, but not being content with a 
little training he went to Boston and to Europe for the 
best possible voice culture and is now Roland Hayes 
recognized by all music lovers as the greatest tenor in 
the world. 

My church and I during the early part of his career 
paid him one hundred and twenty-five dollars to come 
over to Los Angeles and give a recital under our auspices. 
So excellent was his rendition of the compositions of the 
masters in music and of Negro spirituals that he came 
back a few years afterward receiving twenty-five hundred 
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dollars for every recital, and this Negro preacher had to 
scramble hard after the cheaper seats were sold to raise 
three dollars and thirty cents to hear his own singer. The 
spacious auditorium was filled that night with music 
lovers of every race and nationality. His excellence had ~ 
moved away racial barriers and made him the idol of 
music lovers of all races. Negroes. composed less than a 
fourth of those who heard him and contributed to the 
financial success of the engagement. His excellence as a 
singer completely overcame race antipathy and made 
him the idol of music lovers of all races. 

A few years ago a Negro girl attracted attention as a 
singer in a small Negro church in Philadelphia. So excel- 
lent was her singing that people of other races went to hear 
her sing. She was of a poor family, unable to take care of 
the expense of her musical education. Her excellence 
overcame this difficulty. A music lover of the white race 
volunteered to take care of the expense of training her 
voice. She went to New York to the great European musi- 
cal centers and received the best of training. That girl — 
singer in a little Negro church has overcome apparently 
unsurmountable difficulties and is now the noted Marian 
Anderson, the acknowledged greatest contralto singer in 
the world today. 

So strong a body as the Daughters of the Revolution re- 
fused to allow her to sing in Constitution Hall in Wash- 
ington, D. C., even over the protest of the wife of the 
President of the United States, but she sang in Washington 
under the shadow of the Washington Monument to seven- 
ty-five thousand people assembled on the Commons and 
over the radio to millions all around the world. Later she 
was given the privilege of singing in Constitution Hall. 
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I saw an account of one of her concerts in one of the 
metropolitan newspapers by a white correspondent. She 
was spoken of as “Beautiful Miss Marian Anderson” in 
capital letters—all of the nonsense of refusing to use Miss 
or Mrs. in connection with Negro women overcome and 
forgotten on account of the excellence in character and 
song of a Negro woman! 

You say, “Your contention may be true in the case of a 
few Negroes who achieve in an outstanding manner, but 
what about the masses of us who may not and cannot be- 
come so distinguished?” 

Hear another true story which applies all along the 
line and fully answers that question. 

+ Immediately after the recent depression started, strong 
and influential committees of white citizens made personal 
contacts with and demands upon employers of Negro 
workers in large numbers all over the country requesting 
and demanding their dismissal and the employment of 
white unemployed workers becoming more and more 
-numerous. A few weak kneed employers heeded their de- 
mands, but where Negroes were rendering exceptionally 
excellent service, employers withstood them at the risk 
of being successfully boycotted. Efficient Negroes in all 
lines of service held their own and are on their jobs today 
in spite of apparently insurmountable odds against them. 

I suppose the most impossible thing in race relations in 
America is having a white child named for a Negro. We 
Negroes are quite liberal in naming our children. We go 
back in ancient history and name them Plato, Alexander 
and Julius Caesar or we select such Bible names as Adam, 
Enoch, Noah, Moses, Isaiah, and all of the kings and 
prophets in Israel, or Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul 
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and all of the heroes and heroines of New Testament his- 
tory. I ran across a Negro the other day named Ananias 
for the biggest liar in the Bible. We have innumerable 
Negro George Washingtons, Abraham Lincolns, William 
McKinleys, Theodore Roosevelts, and in spite of unwill- 
ingness to name our children for democrats, now we are 
naming them Franklin Delano. But not a White Booker 
T. Washington in all the world in spite of his universal 
popularity among white people. I repeat, I suppose the 
most impossible thing in the world is to have a white child 
named by its white parents for a Negro. 

If the following story is correct, and I have it on the 
authority of one of our leading newspapers, even this im- 
possibility has been overcome. 

It is said that on the night that that excellent gentle- 
man, Joe Louis, who neither smokes, drinks or dissipates, 
who reads his Bible and does not adopt a superiority com- 
plex on account of his excellence as a fighter—it is said, 
I repeat, that on that night when he knocked out Max 
Baer that there was born of white parents in North Geor- 
gia a husky white child and they named him “Joe Louis.” 

The supreme need, therefore, of the race in working out 
its salvation is not rearguard protection from its enemies, 
not a few stars of the first magnitude that compare favor- 
ably with their competitors of other races. It is a general 
movement upward by the masses of us in character, in 
efficiency, in integrity, in conduct, in self-respect and self- 
appreciation,—in excellence, which alone conquers all and 
is omnipotent in burning barriers out of the way and in 
climbing the heights of achievement in character, efficien- 
cy, and in securing our share of the possessions and privi- 
leges of our competitors. SALVATION,SALVATION 
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THROUGH THE OMNIPOTENCE OF EXCEL- 
LENCE. 

In saying the above, I am not saying that even excellence 
is sufficient to solve the race question in America. That 
may serve to increase jealousy, antipathy, rivalry and op- 
position. ‘he total solution of the race problem must be 
found in the ideology of the religion of Jesus—peace on 
earth and good will towards all men. 
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CHRISTIANIZING RACE RELATIONS 


“Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.” 
—Matt. 11:29 (Moffatt). 


WHETHER WE WANT TO ACCEPT IT OR NOT, CHRIST IS THE 
way, the truth, and the life. In the matter of living to- 
gether to best advantage there is no attitude that may be 
assumed that is superior to His and no method of proce- 
dure that can produce the new and better world order so 
much needed in these troublous times. 

The text is spoken to all peoples and all ages. It con- 
tains no dogmatism. It is the cry of our disappointed 
Lord who had proved His worth and authority by many 
signs and wonders which had borne practically no fruit- 
age. The woes which Jesus pronounced upon Chorazin 
and Bethsaida, and upon Tyre and Sidon and Capernaum 
were not vindictive expressions against them. They were 
rather the cry of His own disappointed soul, as with tear- 
stained face and outstretched arms He extended that in- 
Vitation of invitations: “Come unto me, all ye laboring 
and burdened, and I will refresh you. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart.” It was not because He was learned that He taught, 
but His learning had made Him gentle and humble in 
heart, for the authority of a true teacher is not the amount 
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of his knowledge but what his knowledge and wisdom 
have made out of him. “Learn from me, for I am.” 

The only true solution of the problem of race relations 
is in the practical following of the spirit, the attitude, and 
the teachings of Jesus in such matters. 

The race problem with all of its present ramifications 
is modern and not ancient, and does not reach back to 
the time when Jesus was manifest in the flesh among men. 
In the fragmentary story of His life which has come down 
to us, we have no exact parallel of modern race issues, 
and therefore, no complete and direct solution of our 
problem taught by Jesus Himself. At the time when Paul 
spoke on Mars Hill, what he said was true when he told 
the assembled Athenians that God “had made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed 
and the bounds of their habitation.” But since that day, 
there has been a swarming among the races and nations 
undreamed of by the ancient world; so that now we have 
in America a race and national situation Paul knew noth- 
ing about. Modern migrations and the slave trade have 
broken up the Pauline order of the habitation of races 
and nations, so that now members of all the five races of 
mankind can be found dwelling together in practically 
every metropolitan city. Those race-segregation experts 
who quote the latter part of this Scripture as a Biblical 
warrant for their contentions are mere Scripture jugglers. 
It is rather strange that the work of the Almighty who 
“hath fixed the bounds of their habitation” should need 
so much to be tinkered with by human hands and minds. 

Although Jesus did not have the opportunity to solve a 
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race problem so complex as ours, He did solve many prob- 
lems which can be considered as factors of great signifi- 
cance to our problem. Let us study together a few of 
these factors so that we may arrive at an approximate 
conclusion as to what Jesus would do if He had the task 
of adjusting our present race relations situations. 


JESUS AND THE SAMARITANS 


In the fourth chapter of John’s Gospel, we have the 
story of the meeting of Jesus with the Samaritan woman 
at Jacob’s well. Though Himself a Jew, He ignored the 
traditional, racial, and caste differences between Himself 
and the Samaritans and He talked with her as He would 
have talked with any other human being. 

Jesus stressed humanity and personality. He discovered 
in this woman an earnest listener and a person hungry 
for more of the knowledge and experience of God. He 
told her deep things about religion and God which He 
had not even revealed to His disciples. He saw in the 
evangelization of these Samaritans a great opportunity for 
service and a field ‘“‘already white for harvest.”’ 

Jesus emphasized character and kindness, and ignored 
little social and official distinctions. When He taught 
neighborliness, He told the story of a good Samaritan, 
contrasting him as hero with the Priest and the Levite in 
their heartless, ceremonial righteousness. He looked for 
character and goodness and not for race or nationality. 
He discovered in the Syro-Phoenician woman a faith great- 
er than that which He had found among the Jews of 
Israel. 
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Jesus ENLARGED UPON THE FAMILY IDEA 


One day Jesus was quite busy in the midst of a crowd 
teaching and healing. His mother and brothers were press- 
ing for an opportunity to talk with Him. He let them 
wait so long that even His disciples thought Him dis- 
courteous. He took this opportunity to enlarge upon the 
family idea and made it bigger and broader than mere 
blood kinship. He made of one family all people doing 
the will of God as He said: “For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, my sister, and my 
mother.” . 

Jesus made good will, love, and fellowship, the basis of 
brotherhood. He lifted up penitent sinners to places of 
reconciliation. He hurled pagan lords from their thrones 
of dominion and power and made the greatest among 
people the servant of all. He broke the bondage of slaves 
and bound masters in the bond-service of God. He dined 
with penitent sinners, but hurled anathemas into the teeth 
of self-righteous hypocrites. He broke down the artificial 
barriers between races, between nationalities and even sex 
as stated by Paul in Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew 
nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free; there is neither 
male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 


SELF-EXALTATION 


One of the non-Christian attitudes which hinders the 
progress of right relationship between the races is the spirit 
of self-exaltation. Is it not strange that a spirit so obnox- 
ious in personal relationships of people of the same race 
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can become praiseworthy in matters of race relationships? 
If a white man went among his own people boasting of 
his personal superiority and supremacy, he would be con- 
sidered a subject of worthy observation in the psychopathic 
ward of some hospital and he would be disliked. 

The teachings of Jesus are quite clear in this matter: 
“Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he was come from God and went to 
God; he riseth from supper” and grew quite “‘cocky’”’ over 
it? No. “He riseth from supper and laid aside his gar- 
ments, and took a towel and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a basin and began to wash his dis- 
ciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he 
was girded.” He did the humble, menial thing to indicate 
the true spirit of the really superior person. 

Self-exaltation is not Christian at all, either in individ- 
uals or in races or nations. Real exaltation is not from 
within, but from without. “For whosoever exalteth him- 
self shall be abased and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.” Paul wrote concerning Jesus: ‘““‘Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
himself the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men: and being found in fashion as a man he 
humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name that is above every 
name; that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of 
things in heaven and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 
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FELLOWSHIP, BROTHERHOOD. 


Another formidable hindrance to the solution of the 
problem of race relations is the false and unchristian 
idea that courtesy, fellowship, and brotherhood, so com- 
mendable among people of the same race, must be replaced 
in dealing with other races by an attitude much lower in 
its ethical qualities and content. It often happens that a 
white man is courteous, affable, and brotherly with people 
of his own race, but pompous, rough, and discourteous in 
dealing with Negroes. But Jesus drew no race or caste lines 
in matters of common courtesy. If any preference was 
given at all by Him, it was to the weak and humble. He 
did not desire His disciples to think of Him as Lord and 
Master, but as friend: ““Henceforth I call you not servants, 
but friends.” | 

The New Testament also makes much of the common 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. Chris- 
tian people of all races are adopted in the family of God, 
and each and all alike become heirs with Jesus Christ. The 
lack of Christian fellowship, brotherhood, and good will 
is unthinkable to a genuine Christian and has no place 
whatever in a Christian community or civilization. 


SELF-PRESERVATION 


One of the formidable arguments in our modern system 
of race relations is self-preservation. Let us inquire into 
the Christian method of self-preservation and see whether 
it harmonizes very well with our own. 

Jesus states: “He that seeketh to save his life shall lose 
it; and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find 
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it.’ This is a paradoxical saying which sounds rather 
strange; but nevertheless it works. If there is any success 
whatever in selfishness and exclusiveness, it is shortlived 
and unworthy of permanence. Some things white people 
do to preserve and conserve their place of world-leadership 
are not at all harmonious with their own high ideals and 
past record. We are surprised that some white people are 
so alarmed over the rising tide of color, and have no con- 
siderable fear of the ebbing tide of morality and real hero- 
ism that has made them the mighty people they are today. 
The only sensible and practical way to escape the rising 
tide of color is to move on up to higher altitudes in one’s 
own character and achievement. It is a waste of time and 
a silly program to build anti-race dikes to hold one’s own 
yet remain below the sea level of others. In the realm of 
ordinary sports the champion is the most excellent man 
and not the fellow who holds his own by killing or crush- 
ing his competitors. 


THE AMERICAN PATTERN UN-AMERICAN AND UN-CHRISTIAN 


We hear a good deal these days about certain traditional 
race relation patterns, such as separate churches, schools, 
restaurants, hotels, playgrounds, Jim Crow accommoda- 
tions on common carriers and the like; certain types of 
menial employment for Negroes, segregated housing dis- 
tricts and even restricted privileges of citizenship. These, of 
course, were a natural outgrowth of the dwelling together 
in the same communities of ex-slaves and ex-slave owners. 
Some form of separation in the living together of groups 
with such differing backgrounds and cultures was natural, 
but that these segregations should be religiously perpetuat- 
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ed and held sacred in spite of their crude ethical content 
seems quite unthinkable. No argument is needed to con- 
vince one who is Christ-minded that many of the present- 
day segregations and adjustments are too far below the 
dignity of Christian civilization to be continued for any 
considerable time. As America becomes further removed 
from conditions and situations which caused these things, 
the attempt to perpetuate them seems more and more the 
height of unwisdom. 

They contradict the best American traditions and ideals. 
Americans revolted from the British Government because 
they were believers in the doctrine of “No Taxation with- 
out Representation.” In this country that was founded 
upon such lofty ideals, Negroes are taxed but they are not 
only denied representation in some communities where 
they live in large numbers but they are also denied the 
democratic privilege of voting. America was founded by a 
group of liberty-loving people who made of no effect the | 
false doctrine of the “Divine Right of Kings to Rule,” and 
made this a government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people. This guaranteed even to the least of its 
citizens the privilege of living and becoming his best. Yet, 
to relegate the Negro in America to an impassable place of 
serfdom does the very thing for our Negro population that 
American founders fought against most strenuously. Is it 
not strange that the formerly “oppressed” becomes op- 
pressor? ‘This complicates the race situation rather than 
solves it. 

It is all right for individuals to be denied the privilege of 
voting because of individual incompetency, but it is a 
fallacy to deny the privilege to a whole race. Thousands of 
white people are deprived of full citizenship privileges in 
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this country, not as a race but as individuals. All the Negro 
asks is that his opportunities and privileges be determined 
on the same basis. ‘The divine method of extending an in- 
vitation to “whosoever will’? is good even among men. 
Give every man a chance and, if he fails individually to 
make good, it is his personal fault. We do not need to 
limit others. The basis of limitation is in people them- 
selves. “It is not in our stars, but in ourselves that we are 
underlings.”’ 

Negroes read American history and literature. ‘They 
are acquainted with American standards and ideals. When, 
therefore, any considerable part of the white race stands 
for such high ideals for itself, but for such low status for 
Negroes, they wonder if the whole system is not hypocriti- 
cal. It is impossible for Negroes to read American history, 
magazines, and newspapers without becoming American in 
spirit. ‘To expect the Negro of this generation to manifest 
the same semi-slave spirit and docility of ex-slaves is ex- 
pecting too much. As we become further and further 
removed from slavery, the problem of continuation of race 
relations under this semi-slave system becomes more and 
more difficult. 

The continuation of the system becomes not only un- 
christian but un-American, inhuman, and often ridicu- 
lous. The Christian Church, founded upon the Father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man, is often forced 
down from its intended lofty standard of human relations 
to little warring, unsympathetic, inharmonious racial and 
social camps in the Body of Christ. As it is today, a Negro 
British subject can come to America, and receive far better 
and more courteous treatment by the traveling public on 
account of the protection which his government gives him 
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than the most useful and cultured southern Negro can 
receive in his native country and community. 

A Negro, no matter how well behaved, cannot ask for 
a drink of soda water at any of the drug stores or depart- — 
ment stores in the metropolitan districts of many of our 
cities without the certainty of being denied it. It is an ordi- © 
nary thing for our educated young people to pass high in 
civil service examinations and get called to jobs which 
they have meritoriously earned, only to get turned down 
after their race identity is discovered. It often happens 
that Negro sick people are sent to hospitals in our cities, 
the reservations having been made over the telephone. 
When the prospective patients arrive and their race is dis- 
covered, they are turned down flatly without common 
courtesy or sympathy. A group of Negroes went to spend 
a day on Mt. Lowe near Pasadena, California. ‘There is 
not a Negro resident or business place there, and they 
were denied service in a cafe. ‘They were forced either to 
take along sandwiches in their hands or beg lunch of their 
friends. It often happens that Negro motorists are denied 
the privilege of camping in public auto camps in sections 
of the country where there is not a single Negro inhabi- 
tant. In the South, the separation of the races works no 
considerable hardship, because Negroes have like accommo- 
dations among themselves, but in sparsely settled districts, 
or in places where there is practically no Negro population, 
if such discriminations are practiced, they make a greater 
mess of the race situation than that in the South where 
Negroes have their own accommodations. 

It is a sad situation indeed that Negroes who are Ameri- 
can citizens must meet this un-American, un-ethical, and 
often brutal system of race relations even as they offer 
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themselves to die for their country or to help win the war 
by employment in war work or defense projects. Many of 
the freedoms talked about in the press and over the radio 
are not intended for Negroes by the people among whom 
they live. It is the purest kind of nonsense to prate about 
democracy in sections of this country where Negroes are 
disfranchized and deliberately held on the bread line eco- 
nomically by people who organize to pay Negro domestics 
and laborers wages far below the cost of ordinary decent 
living. I was on a train in fairly liberal Tennessee where 
Negro soldiers were refused the “canteen service’ freely 
given to their fellow white soldiers on the same train. 
Both were to live and die for the same country. No whole- 
sale purchasing of “‘dice’’ will ever strengthen the ‘“‘morale”’ 
of such soldiers who are thus discriminated against. 

Details like the above are too numerous and too sordid 
to mention here. ‘To Negroes who know the truth about 
world affairs they are painfully discouraging. Would to 
God we could be set free from such manifest injustices 
that the spirit of bitterness will not be forced upon us! Is 
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician anywhere 
that can deliver America from the “‘body of this cancerous 
death’’? 


THE SoutH Nort SATISFIED WITH ITs Own SystTEmM 


No section of the country realizes the fallacy of its 
treatment of the Negro more keenly than the South itself. 
Race Relations Committees composed of both races have 
been appointed in all of the leading southern cities, and 
an earnest effort is being made to bring about a workable 
solution of the problem. When an ordinance was passed 
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by the City Council of Atlanta a few years ago forbidding 
white women and children over fourteen years of age to 
patronize barber shops operated by Negroes for white 
people, both the Wesleyan Christian Advocate and the 
Atlanta Constitution editorially deplored the race preju- 
dice and injustice involved. 

Race prejudice is manifestly such an unwholesome affair 
for all races that it does not seem to be a very difficult 
task for all races to adopt and cultivate that friendly atti- 
tude toward each other which will at least recognize the 
humanity and worth of other races. Whether or not purely 
social intermingling is desirable, this should not interfere 
with general friendly attitudes. Students of race antip- 
mies as universal as they may be, discover that an- 
tipathies are cultivated rather than natural. Children of 
different races play together without a consciousness of 
racial differences until they are corrupted by instructions 
from adults. Were American youth permitted, uninflu- 
enced by traditions of the past, to solve the problem of 
race prejudice, they would do it within a single genera- 
tion. 


HATRED Not THE SOLUTION 


Grant it that free social intermingling of the races is not 
desirable:—Why teach hatred to solve this problem? Do 
white people teach their children to hate and insult people 
of their own race with whom they do not desire them to 
associate? No. ‘They find a more excellent way to adjust 
such matters among themselves. Why resort to hatred 
and discrimination, and to systematic discourtesies, to 
adjust such matters with other races? This system is mani- 
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festly wrong to those who think at all accurately about it. 

Cannot America find a more excellent way to adjust its 
race situations? ‘They succeed in Brazil where the races are 
more mixed than they are here. All countries get along 
without race-restricted hotels and restaurants, except 
America. The greater part of America gets along well 
without Jim Crow cars. The South did it during slavery 
and for fifteen or twenty years after emancipation. Maybe 
this system did help during a time when conditions were 
such that it was the lesser of two evils. Why perpetuate 
it now under changed conditions and adopt it in sections 
of the country where it has not become the common prac- 
tice? 


MATTER OF SIMPLE JUSTICE AND KINDNESS 


Shall it always remain a fact that an American Negro 
can receive more courteous treatment in public places, 
hotels, restaurants, or common carriers, in places of amuse- 
ment, in England, France, Germany, Soviet Russia, China, 
Japan, and even in Mexico, than he receives in his native 
and beloved land of the free and home of the brave? Shall 
it always remain a fact that a Negro British subject in 
America can command and secure on account of the pro- 
tection which his government gives him, larger privileges 
in public places in this country than the Negro citizen 
of this country? Shall Negroes forever be forced to live in 
dingy industrial districts of our towns and cities and com- 
pelled to do certain kinds of menial service in a so-called 
“Negro’s place’’? Shall he forever be cast out and branded 
as a social leper without careful investigation of his real 
character? Shall white America organize its superior forces 
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in wealth, culture, intelligence, and power to crush the very 
life out of its most loyal and devoted minority because they 
happen to be of another race? Shall white America use — 
its superior numbers and power to slander, humiliate, — 
lynch, exploit and murder the Negro in soul and body, or 
shall it teach him the way to higher, nobler, truer life? 
That is the question. We believe white people can solve 
this problem in righteousness, justice, and good will. 

Modern Sadducees throw the inter-marriage issue into 
the question of race relations merely to complicate matters. 
In the matter of race inter-marriage, all are agreed that 
it is better for the races to remain intact. I wish, however, 
that white people were as careful about not having Negro 
sons and daughters as they are about having Negro sons- 
in-law and daughters-in-law. ‘This thing of inter-marriage 
is not nearly the problem that some alarmists would have 
us think. A man cannot lawfully marry but one woman of 
any race at a time, but should that make him brutal and 
snobbish toward other women? It is far better for families 
to live in separate homes, but should that make them dis- 
courteous toward their neighbors? ‘There are white people 
whom other white people do not want their sons and 
daughters to marry, but that does not necessarily brand 
them as inferiors and human lepers forever. The plain 
fact is this: The American system of race relations breaks 
all the laws of logic, common sense, kindness, good will, di- 
vinity, and humanity. 


MATTER OF DEMOCRACY AND CHRISTIANITY 


Let white people disabuse their minds of the false idea 
that Negroes keenly desire intermarriage between the races 
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and equal social opportunities that lead to marriage. 
Negroes can be perfectly happy if they never lounge around 
in the living rooms of white people or eat at their family 
tables. Negroes will never be offended if white people do 
not invite them to their purely social functions. They mere- 
ly ask that white people discriminate in their thinking be- 
tween the social qualities of eating with Negroes in public 
places and eating with them in their homes or among their 
own circle of social friends. They merely ask that civic 
and community enterprises, including conveyances, be open 
to the public without discrimination, that public places 
be open to Negroes on the basis of good conduct, even as 
they are open to white people on the same basis. They 
ask that the white race cease being envious of the small 
economic progress and success made by Negroes in good 
wages and decent living conditions. Negroes ask that in 
the matter of public employment, especially where “civil 
service’ examinations are used, they be considered on 
their merits and not on the fact that they belong to the 
Negro race. They ask only for democracy and Christianity. 


A More EXCELLENT WAY 


Among the factors that have militated most against the 
adjustment of race relations in America, according to 
Christian ideals and standards, have been the popular but 
thoughtless and fruitless methods employed by Negroes 
themselves to accomplish that end. Unfortunate for con- 
structive leadership, those among us who try to be sane 
and thoughtful and seek to study our problems from all 
points of view, thus assuming an attitude toward the white 
race worthy of their genuine respect, are almost invariably 
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classed by our own people as “Uncle Toms,” spineless, and 
pussyfooters; while the blatant, impulsive, discourteous, 
and abusive fault-finders among us, who magnify the injur- 
ies done us by the few white people, and at the same time 
ignore entirely the many who show us favors, are idolized 
and lionized by the irrational masses who are moved more 
by jealousies and hates than by good judgment and a 
rational evaluation of all the factors at work among us for 
good or evil. 

Take for example the very popular method used among 
us “of getting white people told.” This method is often 
used by our orators who seek the favor of their own peo- 
ple by ignorantly and discourteously insulting well-mean- 
ing, friendly white people who come among us, by venting 
their spleens in their presence upon those other white peo- 
ple who have done us injustices. In the light of genuine 
intelligence, nothing could be more unfair and discourte- 
ous as well as unthoughtful and fruitless. ‘The minister who 
uses his pulpit to vent his spleen upon the few enemies he 
may have in his community soon drives even his friends 
from him as we well know in ordinary practice. This same 
rule works with respect to races. “Getting well-wishing 
white people told” about what those who perpetrate injus- 
tices upon us have done against us, especially in a manner 
which condemns the whole race, not only is useless but is 
even detrimental to our own best interests. It takes no 
real courage and still less intelligence to denounce evils to 
a group of people like-minded with ourselves; but it takes 
the highest type of intelligence and character to overcome 
evil with good. 

A life study also of our own reaction toward white peo- 
ple who “get us told’’ would be quite edifying and in- 
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structive to us. How well we know that if a white speaker 
comes to us exalting and praising our virtues and leaving 
unmentioned our vices and shortcomings, we gladly receive 
him and profit by his presence! We all know, however, that 
no white person addressing us can help us by holding up 
before us our shortcomings. Just as the white speaker or 
writer who “gets us told” secures no following from 
among us, so we should be assured that similar methods on 
our part produce no worth-while fruitage among them. 
The speaker of any race who wins the applause of the 
people by appeals to prejudice and hate is equally detesta- 
ble whether he be black or white. 

Another fruitless method of obtaining results in race 
relations in America is the resort to force. That a minority 
group of ex-slaves, poor, inexperienced, and at the mercy 
of the white race, should resort to force in the adjustment 
of its affairs is unthinkable, and yet, it is the method being 
used by certain would-be leaders among us. By what 
_ stretch of imagination do we—now only one-elevenths of 
the population of America—arrive at the conclusion that 
we can secure anything from the other ten-elevenths of 
our population unless, by some method other than force, 
we can secure their willingness to grant our requests? In a 
country like ours—a government of the people, for the peo- 
ple, and by the people—we must not forget that mere legal 
enactments are powerless in producing actual results unless 
public sentiment is in harmony with the law enacted. Mere 
legal contests and decisions in courts avail practically noth- 
ing. We had just as well now, before it is too late, recog- 
nize the fact that our only hope of success in the future 
is the cultivation of the good will of the white race in 
America—not of course by inferiority complexes and truck- 
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ling methods, but by genuine character and common cour- 
tesy, mingled with soberness and sanity in thought and 
action. 

Our first efforts should be dedicated to the task of the 
cultivation of good will among all races by thoughtful, 
sane, and rational methods conducive to the accomplish- 
ment of that end. We are on the inside of the brotherhood 
of Methodists whose record from the beginning shows our 
great Church favorable toward the highest and best for the 
Negro race. We are fully conscious of the fact that not all 
Methodists have been perfect in their attitude toward 
Negroes, but we are equally conscious that our own con- 
duct has been somewhat lacking in that perfection which 
commands a perfect attitude on the part of our brethren, 
nor have we ourselves been without fault in our dealings 
with each other. 

Since we do not like to have our whole race judged, 
evaluated, and condemned on account of a few criminals 
among us, we will not condemn the whole white race on 
account of the injustices perpetrated upon us by a few of 
that race. Since we detest those leaders of the white race 
who rise to prominence and appreciation of their own peo- 
ple by their appeals to prejudice and race hatred, we will 
also give no place of genuine leadership to those among us 
who prosper by these same methods of the baser sort. Of 
all people, the Negro—sinned against times without num- 
ber—should go quite slowly in committing the same sins 
against others from which he himself has suffered most. 

The solution of the problem of race relations in America 
lies in an appeal to the white race’s sense of justice and 
fair play and also in an appreciation of the fact that much 
of the discrimination against Negroes in this country is 
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far below the dignity of a race exalted to such a place of 
leadership in the world today. Refusing to eat with 
Negroes in public restaurants cannot manifestly be done 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, who ate with publicans 
and sinners. ‘The denial of those God-given rights of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to Negroes cannot 
be done without making the fundamental law of our coun- 
try pure mockery. Preaching salvation to the Negro, and 
at the same time closing the door of opportunity to him 
for his highest development and expression, is certainly 
not the Christian program which promises not only eternal 
life to overcomers but a place in Christ’s throne. 

In the Methodist Church we belong to a fellowship which 
knows no race nor nationality, but we are all one in Christ 
Jesus. Methodists of all races must attain full appreciation 
of this fellowship or confess we are lagging far behind the 
spirit and genius of our Church whose founder in the 
beginning claimed the world as his parish. Our primary 
loyalty is not merely to the Negro, but to the coming of 
the kingdom of our Christ that He may reign in righteous- 
ness, good will, and peace on earth among all men. 
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CHAPTER IX 
THE WILL TO BE PERFECT 


Matt. 19:20, 21 


I AM USING AS A TEXT THOSE WORDS SPOKEN TO JESUS BY THE 
Rich Young Ruler and the reply of Jesus to his question. 

“What lack I yet?” “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast: and come follow me.” 


Wuat LAcxk I YET? 


The question in our text was asked by a young man who 
evidently was looking for the best in life and earnestly 
desired to attain the end sought. In spite of the fact that 
he had already achieved some worthy goals, there was still 
a desire for perfection in every worth-while endeavor and 
in the attainment of perfect manhood—eternal life of such 
enduring quality as to make him able to stand the tests 
both of time and of eternity. 

From the context it appears that this rich young man 
took advantage of every opportunity to seal those things 
which would make the largest contribution to the very 
best in life. He was wise enough to know that the finishing 
touches on life are furnished by religion. Whenever, there- 
fore, he had the opportunity to listen to the Prophet of 
Nazareth, the Great Teacher he availed himself of it. 
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One of the gospel writers pictures him as so intensely 
interested in eternal life about which Jesus taught that he 
came running to Jesus and addressed Him: “Good Master: 
What good thing can I do that I may have eternal life? 
I have heard you talking about it. I have made some 
progress in successful living, but still I feel an aching void 
in my soul which my present attainments do not supply. 
You ask me about the commandments. I know them and 
have known them since the days of my childhood when my 
mother took me on her knees and had me commit them to 
memory. Moreover, teacher, I have kept those command- 
ments from my youth up: but still I am not satisfied with 
myself. There must be something lacking somewhere. O 
teacher, tell me, what lack I yetr” 

Strange to say. We earnestly ask the question, What lack 
I yet? In almost every matter in life except in matters of 
religion which represent our attitudes toward God and 
toward our fellow men. 

Everybody wants to be as nearly perfect as possible in 
his personal appearance and presentableness. How faith- 
fully we work on the task of seeing to it that our com- 
plexion, form and cleanliness of body approach as near to 
perfection as possible! We demand a perfect fit in our 
clothing and perfect etiquette in our social contacts. No 
person who makes only a passing mark in school becomes 
proud of himself. It is only as we make B plus, A or A 
plus that we become satisfied with ourselves. Every careful 
person desires perfect health. When the least symptoms of 
disease appear we become uneasy and go to our physician 
for a ‘“check up” to see whether or not our heart action is 
perfect, our blood pressure normal or our general health 
condition is satisfactory. Maybe because we feel ourselves 
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falling so far short of Christian perfection in our obedience 
to God and our attitudes toward our fellows that we give 
up in despair, but we should always keep before us the fact 
that we have the privilege of approaching perfection even 
in these difficult matters. The idealism of the scriptures 
should be attained also. No matter if it is a highway, Chris- 
tians must continually desire to walk therein no matter 
what the difficulties lying in the way. ‘There must always be 
present the aspiration of the Apostle Paul “Forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching forth to the 
things which are before, I press toward the mark of the 
prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus our Lord.” What 
lack I yet? in attaining Christian fullness is more important 
than perfection in the minor things of life. 


“SELL THAT THou Hasr’”’ 


“Sell that thou hast. A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of his possessions.” There is no way to have 
eternal life as long as it is concerned most with possessions 
which must soon pass away on account of their temporal 
nature. In fact possessions were never intended to be ends 
in themselves but only means to greater ends. If you have 
possessions in the form of wealth, sell them out. Use wealth 
in the service of others. As God blesses us in order that we 
may become a blessing to others, so all of our possessions 
of every kind are not ends in themselves but only means to 
the larger end of building into our lives eternal qualities 
which are able to endure both in time and in eternity. 

If we possess a splendid background of family, reputa- 
tion, culture and even character it is our duty to sell these 
to others that they may become like us. It is the primary 
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duty of the rich to enrich others. The best way to make our 
goodness endure is to use it in making others good. Our 
education and culture are not for ourselves alone but for 
others. Our advancement was never intended to give us a 
kind of superficial classification above our fellows but it is 
only a means to the end of advancing our fellows. Our 
excellence of every kind was given us to work and serve to 
the end that others may become excellent like ourselves. 
Sell every thing of value that you have. Use all for the en- 
richment of others. 


FOLLOW ME 


What does Jesus mean when he says “Follow me’’? To us 
present here today it means primarily, keeping in touch 
with religious things, a constant reading and study of the 
life of Jesus, regular attendance upon religious services, 
a continual gazing into Christ’s life, work, attitude, sym- 
pathies and glory until we ourselves shall become trans- 
formed into his likeness. 

By following Jesus we mean assuming the same attitude 
he assumed in sympathy and love for human beings no 
matter what their social standing. There was no snobbish- 
ness in Jesus even in his attitude toward manifest sinners. 
He came to seek and to save that which was lost, to preach 
deliverance to captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised. He came not to 
condemn the world but that the world might through him 
be saved. He was wonderfully sympathetic with the bad 
woman whom religious hypocrites wanted to stone to 
death. His first home missionary was the disreputable 
woman with whom he talked at Jacob’s well, and to whom 
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he first spoke those memorable words. “God is a spirit, and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.” Close in his inner circle of friends was Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he cast seven devils. He started a 
fountain from his own veins to wash away the sins of the 
world. Let this mind—this motivating force—be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus who, being in the form of 
God thought it not a thing to be sought after to be equal 
with God but made himself of no reputation and took unto 
himself the form of a servant and was found in fashion as 
a man allowing himself to be crucified that he might not 
live his own life but that the eternal God might live in 
him. It means the crucifixion of self-centeredness and self- 
ishness so that we may reach that state about which Paul 
testified when he wrote, “I am crucified with Christ, and 
yet I live, and yet not I but Christ liveth in me and the life 
that I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 
me and gave himself for me.” 

By following Jesus we mean today, becoming as he did, 
an incarnation of the best in character, personality and 
conduct. 

We need an education which not only trains our minds, 
but which contributes to perfection in character and con- 
duct. 

There are at least three important factors in a perfect 
life, viz: Knowing, doing and becoming. No student reaches 
life’s true passing mark until these factors are combined so 
as to make the educated person a kind of incarnation of his 
learning and idealism in the practical relationship of our 
living together. 

It is training and idealism made flesh—academic degrees 
made flesh—even postgraduate degrees made flesh that en- 
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able the masses of the people to behold the glory of our 
education and properly to evaluate the completeness of our 
lives. | 


FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS A PROPER APPRECIATION OF 
REAL VALUES 


One of the greatest needs of our age is appreciation of the 
relative value of things. What is a man or woman profited 
if he or she gains the whole world and loses his or her soul? 

One of the greatest dangers to our American life is a false 
estimation and appreciation of real values. One of the most 
helpful steps in modern education would be the teaching of 
a course in appreciation of values in our schools from the 
grammar grades upward. We prize far too highly, sports, 
amusements, the false joy that comes from laughing at 
funny jokes and situations, stunt greatness. We need to 
appreciate more the abiding joy, which is to be found in 
having done well in service for others. 

To follow Christ today means placing the same emphasis 
he did on service rather than on control and dominion in 
our attitudes toward our fellows as we live together. 

Strange as it may seem to Say it but it is true: the greatest 
danger of our times to the peace and prosperity of the world 
lies in our pagan rather than the Christian spirit in living 
together. Our very excellence is becoming a millstone about 
the neck of our present social order which may result in our 
destruction rather than the creation of a better world about 
which we so glibly talk. Whether or not we want to ac- 
knowledge it, true greatness as taught by Jesus lies in 
service rather than in control and domination. Unfor- 
tunately for us under our pagan instead of Christian way of 
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living, strength and excellence are misused rather than 
rightly utilized. The strong individual often uses his 
strength to lord it over his fellows rather than serve them. 
The strong nation may use its strength to control, subdue, 
dominate and exploit the weaker nations instead of serve 
them. The strong race often develops a superiority complex 
which even refuses to respect the human personality of the 
weaker or more backward races. Under our American 
idealism it is disgraceful that anybody should have to con- 
tend for justice, the right to vote or fair employment, or 
courteous treatment in public places. ‘Too often good peo- 
ple blindly allow their goodness to cause them to lose sym- 
pathy for bad people and sad to say, culture, training and 
refinement often lead people to a snobbish exclusiveness 
which borders on downright wicked attitudes toward those 
less trained, less educated and cultured than themselves. 
The difficulty with our civilization is, we are depending 
upon outside pressure and force rather than upon inner 
character and a determination to do justly and cultivate 
cooperation and good will in the solution of our problems 
of living together. ‘That explains why now in times when we 
should have prosperity far greater under peace and good 
will than we had under national defense and war, we are 
in the midst of a civil war of varying idealism more disas- 
trous than outright war itself. ‘There is no need of parad- 
ing under a Christian banner unless we plan to follow 
Jesus, “who though rich, yet for our sake became poor that 
we through his poverty might be rich.”’ God is not snobbish 
or exclusive. He so loved the world of good people and 
bad people, of rich people and poor people, of white people 
and black people, of learned people and unlearned people 
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that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Members of the graduating class, the very fact that you 
have come to this glorious day of achievement puts you in 
debt to your fellows with whom you are to come in contact. 
Instead of becoming an exclusive group, strive to be like 
leaven, leavening the whole lump of those among whom 
you live in contact. God and your college have blessed you. 
Go forth to become a blessing to the thousands who so 
greatly need your unselfish service. Be such wholesome 
examples of friendly, consecrated and helpful manhood 
and womanhood that thousands of Pes? people shall 
desire to become like you. 

As you go forth you will hear many voices calling— 
voices calling to ease and luxury, voices calling to social 
honor and distinction, voices calling to some glamorous 
career or the like. Heed them not. 


Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

May you hear the voice of the Son of Man, 
Saying Follow Me. 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 

Follow me, follow me. 


Softly through the silence falling 
Follow, follow me; 

As of old he called the fishers 
When he walked by Galilee 

Still his patient voice is pleading 
Follow, follow me, 

Harken, lest he plead no longer 
Follow me, follow me! 

Once again, O hear him calling, 
Follow, follow me, 
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Turning swift at thy sweet summons, 
Evermore, O Christ, would we, 

For thy love all else forsaking, 
Follow, follow Thee. 


If thou wilt be perfect, 
sell that thou hast and come and follow me 
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CHAPTER X 


THE VALUE OF THE CHURCH 


“Such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth; rise up and walk.” Acts 3:3. 


SOME YEARS AGO WHILE I WAS PASTOR OF OUR WESLEY 
Church, Los Angeles, California I was sitting in a soft 
drink place just across the street from the church. There 
came into the place of business an elderly lady who made 
her living by keeping lodgers in her large residence nearby. 
The depression was just coming on then and she was feel- 
ing the effects of it quite keenly on account of the fact that 
many of her lodgers were unable to pay their lodging bills 
because they were unemployed. It was Monday and she was 
quite blue and quite willing to complain about her situa- 
tion and find fault with everything and everybody. 

She saw me, pastor of the church across the street, and 
although she did not speak directly to me, she began to 
complain about churches and ministers generally where I 
could hear it. ‘““The church don’t give you nothing.” She 
complained with such conviction that I saw she had con- 
verted the storekeeper to her way of thinking. ‘These 
preachers,’ she continued, “are not interested in the wel- 
fare of the people. Whenever you go to church all you hear 
talked about is money, money, money. The church don’t 
give you nothing!”’ 
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She was not talking directly to me but having her say 
where I could hear it. Because she did not speak directly 
to me, I made no reply because I have been married long 
enough to know that it is the best policy not to talk back 
to a woman. And yet I could not cease hearing the echoes 
of her complaint: “The church don’t give you nothing!” 

Under the spell of the impression made upon me by her 
speech, I began to say to myself: “I wonder if there are 
many people in our churches who actually feel as this 
woman does regarding the church?” I knew the fact that 
she had been a member of the church over thirty years, and 
yet with almost bitterness toward the church she was using 
her influence against it. I said to myself: “If people who 
are members of the church feel that way toward it, its 
successful future is not at all secure.” 

I went into my study with this woman’s complaint against 
the church still ringing in my ears. 

By chance my devotional reading that day was the third 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles—the story of the lame 
man at the beautiful gate of the temple. 

I drew a mental picture of the lame man who had never 
taken a step in his life as he sat cup in hand begging for 
alms from those who went into the temple to worship. His 
limbs were withered, his face and form emaciated as he 
with that helpless, hopeless expression in his face used to 
elicit pity in order to secure as large a gift as possible from 
those who passed by. I saw also Peter and John, charter 
members of the recently organized Christian Church, with 
the crowd entering the temple through the beautiful gate. 
They saw the helpless, hopeless beggar seeking alms of all 
those who passed by. In my imagination I saw Peter im- 
petuously reach into his pocket for a gift for the poor beg- 


146 


THE VALUE OF THE CHURCH 


gar but found his pocket empty. I like to think of him as 
having said to himself: “I haven’t any money. In fact I 
haven't made any money these last three years. I did make 
money when I was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee. When 
we had a good catch I sold them in the neighboring mar- 
kets. About three years ago there came along a strange man. 
They called him the Prophet of Nazareth. He saw me with 
others mending our nets and spoke to us: ‘Follow me and 
I will make you fishers of men.’ There was something so 
commanding in his voice and so magnetic in his presence 
and personality that I with the others dropped my nets and 
began to follow him. Since that time I haven’t made any 
money but I have been listening to wonderful words of 
wisdom and life more valuable than silver and gold, which 
fell from the lips of our leader as he talked to us on the 
mountain side. He was walking down the mountain side 
when a leper came running to him crying, ‘If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.’ To my amazement I saw him 
reach forth his hands and touch the filthy leper and im- 
mediately his leprosy was cleansed. My mother-in-law was 
sick of a fever and he healed her so that she arose from her 
sick bed and administered unto us. 

“One day he took us disciples aside and told us to go 
before him into the neighboring villages and tell them, 
‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cast out 
demons,’ and we obeyed. As by faith we ventured out on 
his promises; we found that our teacher had bestowed his 
healing power on us. ‘Look on us,’ Peter said to the lame 
man. ‘Silver and gold have I none. I have something more 
valuable to give you than all the world’s gold. It is healing 
power I received from Jesus of Nazareth. In His name rise 
up and walk.’ ” Immediately was given through the church 
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to that lame man that which was more valuable than silver 
and gold. It was healing which gave to him normal man- 
hood powers to earn his own living and make his own life 
and not sit there and beg. 

I think the old lady was wrong when she said: “The 
church don’t give you nothing!’’ It opens blinded eyes; it 
unstops deaf ears; it heals all manners of sick people. It 
preaches deliverance to captives. It heals even the broken 
hearted—gifts more valuable than silver and gold. 


Money! Money! Money! 


I reared six children when “All day suckers’ were 
quite popular. Every day each one asked me for a penny 
with which to buy one. On Sunday each asked for a penny 
to contribute to the Sunday school. Seven pennies a week 
for “All day suckers” and only one penny a week for reli- 
gious instruction so fundamental to the building of char- 
acter and the making of a life worth living! 

America increased its alcoholic drink bill last year two 
billion dollars, which was just four times the amount re- 
quired that year for the support of all of the churches of 
all denominations in America. The crime bill of America 
one year was fifteen billion dollars—just thirty times the 
cost of operating our churches. Babe Ruth received eighty 
thousand dollars a year for playing baseball, which was 
more than the amount received by a dozen Methodist 
bishops. Not long ago when I was over the New Orleans 
Area, I discovered that during one year Joe Louis fought 
sixty-six minutes but he received more money for his 
services than all the preachers of the New Orleans Area 
received during the entire year for their services! I have 
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never heard ardent sport fans complain about the cost of 
their favorite sports. In fact I hear more complaints about 
the cost of religion from those who call themselves Chris- 
tians than from any other group. It is not strange that 
Christian people complain more about the cost of their 
churches than any other group about that which they con- 
sider worth supporting. I heard a man sing lustily: 


I love thy Kingdom Lord, 
The house of thine abode, 


while he was fumbling around in his pockets among larger 
coins to find a nickel to contribute to the church and King- 
dom he loved so well. ‘There is something radically wrong 
among Christian people who complain so much about the 
cost of supporting the church. In fact I think it is one of 
the ways the forces of evil have to hinder the progress of 
Christianity and embitter the spirits of those who ought to 
be willing not only to give large contributions in money 
but their whole lives for its success and progress. Whatever 
we do for or give to the church should be done cheerfully. 


THE BIBLE THE GIFT OF THE CHURCH TO THE WORLD 


‘The church gives to the world the Bible. It is a truly 
wonderful and valuable book. It tells about God—The 
One God who created the heavens and the earth, who has 
all wisdom and power, all dominion and majesty, who 
‘“Comprehends the dust of the earth and weighs mountains 
in scales and the hills in balances.” It gives to people the 
good news that God is a helper and deliverer of his people. 
He is like a shepherd to them leading them into green pas- 
tures or by streams of living water and even walks with 
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them through the valley and the shadow of death. It tells 
the glad tidings that God assumes the attitude of a father 
toward human beings as children loving them as a father 
does when they are good but still loving them when they 
fall into error and become bad: who gave his only Begotten 
Son to die for their redemption and reconciliation—a 
God who knoweth our frame and remembers that we are 
dust but yet keeps open the door of eternal life even to 
fallen men, ready to adopt them into his own family, give 
them the privilege of measuring up to the stature of His 
Anointed, or to be filled with His own fullness. 

The Bible is a wonderfully comforting book to read. It 
has in it a note of victory almost everywhere. “The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.” “The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from beneath 
his feet, until Shiloh come; And unto him shall the gather- — 
ing of the people be.” The Bible is full of comfort to those 
who are discouraged. ‘‘Fear not I am with you, be not dis- 
mayed for I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.” “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not 
faint.’ Even a discouraged, repentant sinner can find hope 
in its pages. “Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be 
as white as snow and though red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Its hero stories, wisdom literature, beautiful 
poetry and wonderful promises far surpass silver and gold 
in their value; but they are freely given to all who will read 
them as a gift of the church to all people. 

In the Bible, the church’s book, you have the story of the 
Son of God and Son of Man, Jesus of Nazareth, the founder 
of the Christian Church, His ministry of instruction, heal- 
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ing and counseling in the solution of life’s most difficult 
problems is worth more than all the world’s gold and silver 
and precious stones. 

The church’s Bible gives to men the wonderful story of 
Jesus, the world’s wonderful Savior as God’s ““Unspeakable 
Gift.” It tells how he was born in a manger, grew up and 
was subject to his parents and in spite of the fact that he 
was only a peasant of Nazareth, yet he became the world’s 
greatest teacher. As a healer he gave sight to the blind, 
cleansed lepers, enabled lame men to walk and calmed the 
waves of the boisterous sea with the gentle voice of his com- 
mand and even they obeyed him. It tells how Jesus took 
upon himself man’s infirmities and bore our diseases in his 
own body for man’s redemption. It tells how, forsaken by 
his disciples at midnight in the garden, he prayed alone 
while great drops of sweat-like blood flowed from his 
troubled brow as he came to that great decision “Not my 
will but thy will be done.” It tells how Jesus grappled with 
death on his own domain, snatched victory from the grave 
and arose from the dead on Easter leading captivity itself 
captive and gave his own victory over death as a free gift to 
all men who believe on Him. ‘The church’s Bible, the lamp 
to the Psalmist’s feet and a light unto his pathway, is of far 
greater value than all the material wealth of every kind in 
all the world. I think the old lady was wrong when she said: 
“The church don’t give you nothing!” 


THE HyMnN Book—A GIFT OF THE CHURCH 


The church gave us the Hymn Book which contains the 
finest poetry ever written. 
When I was a young fellow still in my teens I passed a 
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public school teacher’s examination in my home county in 
Mississippi and was assigned to teach a summer school 
common in those days in the neighboring counties. I was 
too young to get much pleasure from associating with older 
people and too old to enjoy life by associating with the 
young people and children over whom I had supervision 
and responsibility for their good conduct in school and on 
the school grounds. I had never spent any considerable 
time away from home. I boarded with a Christian family 
and had a log cabin room all to myself. ‘Those were the 
most lonesome days I ever spent. It happened that it was a 
Christian home and the only books I found there were a 
Bible and the old Methodist see Book in which the 
first hymn was: 


O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 


I had not read through the first verse of that great old hymn 
before I felt a thrill indescribable! I soon forgot my loneli- 
ness and my homesickness as J read on: 


Jesus! the Name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease, 

"Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

"Tis life, and health, and peace. 


Caught up with the spirit and song of the poet I er iin 
with him the exhortation: 


Hear Him ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb, 
Your loosened tongues employ; 

Ye blind, behold your Savior come; 

And leap, ye lame, for joy. 
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The church’s Hymn Book is a pretty valuable gift to all 
people. Don’t you agree with me? 

Most of the hymns which I can repeat from memory were 
learned during those lonesome nights as I sat up until mid- 
night alone reading them and committing them to memory. 

Of inestimable value is the following hymn to discour- 
aged repentant sinners who realize that they have chosen 
the wrong path in life and find themselves collecting the 
wages of sin which are physical and spiritual death. 


Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 

Full of pity, love and power; 

He is able, he is able, 

He is willing! doubt no more. 


Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

All the fitness he requireth 

Is to feel the need of Him: 

This He gives you, this He gives you; 
"Tis the Spirit’s glimmering beam. 


Persons who feel their faith shaken to its depths and be- 
come discouraged as they meet life’s many difficulties and 
trials only need to turn to that great old hymn “How Firm 
a Foundation” and in it find overcoming strength and as- 
sured victory. | 


Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 


The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake! 
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Time will not allow me to do anything but mention the 
titles of a few of the great hymns of the church which have 
been of great value yet freely given to all people who ac- 
cept them: ‘‘Jesus Lover of My Soul,” “Rock of Ages, Cleft 
for Me,” “God Moves in a Mysterious Way,” “Amazing 
Grace,” “Be Still, My Soul,” “Lead On, O King Eternal,” 
‘Jesus, the Name High Over All,” “From Every Stormy 
Wind That Blows,” “Arise, My Soul, Arise,” “Soldiers of 
Christ, Arise,” “Still, Still With Thee.” ‘These are all pearls 
of great price infinitely more valuable than alms put into 
a beggar’s cup, no matter if he begged a thousand years. 

I could go on indefinitely citing illustration after illus- 
tration of the practical values of scores and hundreds of 
hymns that through the centuries have been a source of 
comfort and inspiration to thousands of people in the times 
of greatest need. Suffice it if I state that when mortal life 
fails me and death comes in view I can pick up my Hymn 
Book and stand on Jordan’s stormy banks and joyfully sing: 


On Jordan’s stormy banks [I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye 

To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 


O the transporting, rapturous scene 
That rises to my sight; 

Sweet fields arrayed in living green, 
And rivers of delight! 


O’er all those wide-extended plains 
Shines one eternal day; 

There God the Son forever reigns, 
And scatters night away. 


No chilling winds, or poisonous breath, 
Can reach that healthful shore; 
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Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and feared no more. 


When I shall reach that happy place, 
I'll be forever blest, 

For I shall see my Father’s face, 
And in His bosom rest. 


Filled with delight my raptured soul 
Lives out its earthly day, 

And then, though Jordan’s waves may roll, 
I'll fearless launch away. 
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CHAPTER XI 


SOME SECRETS OF ABUNDANT 
LIVING 


“Thou wilt show me the path of life.’—Psalm 16:11. 


ONE OF THE MOST SERIOUS ERRORS OF OUR AGE IS THE FAL- 
lacy of thinking that we fully solve life’s problems when we 
arrive at a solution of them by rational processes. ‘Think- 
ing our individual and social problems through, and ar- 
riving at intellectual solutions of them, are only the be- 
ginning of their practical solution and should be only so 
considered and evaluated. ‘The sad, sad part about our 
present age is we have arrived at intellectual and theo- 
retical solutions of almost all our problems, but at prac- 
tical solutions of only a few of them. We have an -abun- 
dance of philosophies and creeds but a scarcity of deeds 
which count for most. 

Abundant life consists of more than excellent creeds, 
philosophies, and the intellectual discovery of truth. In 
its fullness it is an incarnation of faith, truth, and love in 
human personality. Such abstractions as truth, wisdom, 
faith, and even love become worth-while realities only as 
they wrap themselves in human flesh and blood. It is only 
as creeds and philosophies become concrete and operative 
in people that they have any true validity. In Christianity 
we have discovered the genuine way, the truth, and the 
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philosophy of life. Our major task now is in making our 
Christianity practical, making it operative in human char- 
acter, conduct, and attitudes in our living together. The 
next great forward movement in religion will not be in- 
tellectual and philosophical but practical. We have the 
way. All we need to do ts to walk in tt. 

Most of our modern progress has been in the realm of 
the material only. By overcoming the destructive natural 
forces and utilizing these forces in our world, we have 
produced almost a perfectly good earth. We have overcome 
the heat of summer with air-conditioning and the cold of 
winter by the utilization of heat from many and various 
natural resources. We have bridged the earth’s rivers and 
chasms, tunnelled its mountains, and made its seas a high- 
way for our transportation and commerce. We have har- 
nessed the expansive force of steam and made it bear 
our burden and do our drudgery. We have chained the 
limpid lightning to our chariot wheels and made it do 
thousands of chores for us—its light lights up our homes 
and cities; its power turns the wheels of our machinery; 
its swiftness seems to annihilate distance. We have cleared 
the earth’s wildernesses, drained its swamps, and made its 
deserts blossom as the rose. We have mastered sickness 
and disease, prolonged the span of life’s expectation many 
years within the last half century. By utilizing scientific 
processes we have produced a good earth, so far superior 
to the earth of a few generations ago that we marvel at the 
comparison between the two. Progressive science has 
worked a transformation about us; but static religion has 
held mankind in the same old rut of the centuries. This 
ought not to be true. 

But of what real and permanent value is a good earth 
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without a good man in it? The spiritual forces of religion, 
therefore, must be brought to bear upon the building of 
human character, conducts, attitudes, good will, and love 
so that we may have people in our good earth who com- 
plement and supplement its goodness. Sad to relate, the 
old missionary hymn is too true, not only among the so- 
called heathen, but among the so-called civilized as well. 


What though the spicy breezes 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s Isle; 
Though every prospect pleases 
But only man is vile? 


Such depths of debauchery as are found in the human dens 
of drunkenness and vice cannot be duplicated anywhere 
else in the animal world. Nowhere is there such abuse of 
sex and the sex relationship as among depraved, wicked 
men and women. The ethics of the jungle where the 
strong, driven by hunger and need, devour the weak are 
far superior to the same jungle spirit among the strong 
men who are motivated by greed, superiority complexes, 
and low-down wickedness, as they exploit and devour their 
fellows. Among beasts, depredations are made for the 
most part upon other species. Only among wicked men do 
we find wholesale depredations upon the same species. 
Nowhere except among men are all the powers of destruc- 
tion focused to break down rather than build up. No mat- 
ter what is done in mastering the material world in which 
we live, unless we work out a proportionate progress and 
goodness among men in their character, conduct, attitudes 
and good will, we are in a far worse hell in the earth than 
there was before the Spirit of God moved—brooded upon 
“the waters,’ and it arose out of chaos in the beginning. 
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Above all things, the greatest need of the world today is 
men to match our mountains, men created in the image 
and after the likeness of God, in kindness, good will and 
love—honest men, true men, good men, to match the good 
earth which they have created. 

The best explanation of the marvelous progress in ma- 
terial things made within the last three generations is the 
discovery of ways and means of utilizing material forces 
in the world about us. It is not enough to know about the 
expansive power of steam. It is the invention and utiliza- 
tion of machines that utilize that power that count. I know 
knowledge is power; but knowledge is power only as 
steam is power, and that is when tt ts utilized in machines 
that accomplish something. ‘The same steam that merely 
blows a whistle or makes a noise can be channelled so as 
to draw a train of a hundred cars filled with materials to 
bless mankind. The same electricity that rends the rocks 
or tears giant timbers into bits, properly channelled, can 
become our obedient servant, lighting our homes and cities 
or turning the wheels of our machinery. 

The same gasoline whose explosive power may be de- 
structive may become our docile, obedient servant turn- 
ing the wheels of our machinery which serves mankind, 
or driving our automobiles, when channelled through 
engines invented to do things worthwhile. 

There is an abundance of power in Christianity to pro- 
duce good lives among men, but mere knowledge of that 
power, or joyful contemplation and admiration of it, or 
even intellectual assent to it as a life giving force in the 
world, amounts to very little, if anything. Like steam, elec- 
tricity, and gasoline, it must be channelled and utilized 
so as to build human character and personality and right 
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attitudes in human relationships before it comes to the 
fullness of its usefulness and service to mankind. Man 
does not live by bread alone but by the word of God. 
The secret of Christian living is in God’s word. Let us now 
turn to our Bible, the Book of Life, and point out a few 
of these ‘““Words of Life’’ that reveal to us the secrets of 
successful living which may be utilized in the production 
of human beings of such character and goodness as to be 
commensurate with our good earth in which we live. 


First ‘THINGS First 


“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.’ This 
is the door of entrance into the abundant life. There is 
no other way. There is a perennial battle on between God 
and things. If we choose things we not only fail in our 
purpose, but we close the door to the possibility of at- 
taining the object of our lesser choice. 

The Kingdom of God, which Jesus teaches us to seek 
first, simply stated means that we should seek to be domi- 
nated by goodness, kindness, patience, and love—those 
attributes of God expressed in human character and atti- 
tudes toward our fellows. It means submitting ourselves 
to God’s will and power, allowing Him to live in us and 
work out through us His will, as truly as He lives in the 
lilies and the fowls of the air. He takes abundant care of 
them. He will take care of us. God wants men, even 
though they have freedom to choose their own way, to 
allow Him to control them and direct their destinies. 

We hear a good deal in these days about “self-expres- 
sion,” “living our own lives,” following the dictates of 
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our own conscience and nature. These may have some 
significance. But they are not matters of first consideration. 
It is true that we are human, but we are also children of 
our Father God. We arrive at our best when God controls 
and directs us. Seek ye first to have the stream of your life 
flow from its original, exalted source in God. 


LEARNING BY DOING 


Another secret of successful living is found in the fol- 
lowing Scripture: “If any man will do my will, he shall 
know.” “The secret of God is with those who obey Him.” 
The secret of learning the mysteries of God’s wisdom is 
not found in research as in human wisdom. There are 
far too many people trying to know God that way. God 
hides Himself from the blinded thought-hunter who is 
looking for something to commit to memory rather than 
to commit to life. Knowledge itself that remains in the 
realm of abstract rationalization may appeal to our hu- 
man vanity, but it can make no contribution whatever 
to the discovery and utilization of genuine abiding truth. 
The entrance to the storehouse of divine knowledge is 
through obedience to God’s will which we already know. 
‘Too many people are foolishly trying to learn all about 
God before they do the least thing He says do. Such a 
method leads only to a “dead end” or a “blind alley.” 
This is perhaps the explanation of how and why God 
hides His wisdom from the wise and prudent and delivers 
it unto babes, or how He takes the foolish things of this 
world and with them confounds the mighty. The way to 
become a real theologian is to obey God and keep His 
commandments—to keep “tuned in” to the Infinite. 
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THE LAW OF RECIPROCITY 


No matter how powerful we human beings may be- 
come or think we are, there is a divine law of reciprocity 
in life which works as truly and unchangeably as the laws 
of nature. Jesus expresses that law like this: ‘““Whatsoever 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you again.” 
Paul expresses the same general idea when he writes: 
“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.” ‘These 
are not opinions of their authors which can be rejected as 
we like. ‘They express immutable laws of life that have 
behind them omnipotence working for their enforce- 
ment. If we give to the world the best we have, the best 
comes back to us. If we sow good seed, we reap a good 
harvest. If we sow to the Spirit, we shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. If we sow to the flesh, we shall of the 
flesh reap corruption. There is no way of beating this 
law of life no matter how powerful we think we are. We 
have omnipotence against us. 

There are far too many people seeking to be respected 
and honored who genuinely respect and honor nobody. 
There are many deceived people who desire to be spoken 
well of by everybody, but who studiously plan to speak 
well of nobody without some framed-up reservation. As 
much as we like to be praised, we will never receive the 
unstinted praise of our fellows unless we are willing to 
praise them in like manner. Everybody wants to be loved. 
The only way to get our desire is to love others in the 
same measure we desire to be loved. 

Why are mothers universally loved? ‘The answer is, they 
are universal lovers. They lovingly go down through the 
valley and shadow of death to bring their children forth 
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to life. They unselfishly watch over them during the 
period of their infancy and feed them with nurture from 
their own bodies. They love them whether they rise to 
the heights of fame and achievement or sink to the depths 
of infamy and shame. That’s why mothers are universally 
loved. ‘They are universal lovers. 


Do we love God because He is great and marvelous? 


No! Because He rides upon the stormy skies and thunders 
when He pleases? No! Because He comprehends the dust 
of the earth and weighs the mountains in scales and the 
hills in balances? No! Because He has all power, knows 
all things, is King of kings and Lord of lords? No! No! 
No! The secret of our love for God-is discovered in the 
testimony of the Apostle John: “We love Him because He 
first loved us.” 

The people who hate will be hated. If we are arrogant 
and snobbish toward others, sometime, somewhere, we will 
reap what we sow. ‘““Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” ‘They that take the sword shall perish by it. 
The whole war system is silly and foolish and can never 
contribute to a better world. The shame of the whole mat- 


ter is that there is not now sufficient spiritual intelligence | 


and power in the world to conduct its affairs wisely and 
according to a plan or program productive of peace and 
harmony and good will in our living together. The whole 
philosophy of force in human adjustments in society is 
shot through and through with grievous error. Force never 
was intended to be the modus operand: in adjusting mat- 
ters on the human level. It has utterly failed to produce 
the best in the past and will fail in the future. 

Whether we want to accept it or not, love, kindness, 
patience, and mutual good will are the only forces strong 
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enough to bind human beings together—beings who have 
freedom to choose—in a manner that shall produce the 
most orderly society in communities or among the nations. 
The faint cry of the oppressed is stronger than the iron 
heel of the oppressor. Force may succeed for a while, but 
its failure is inevitable. If it were effective, why does not 
the All-Wise and Omnipotent God use it in His govern- 
ment of the world of human beings? ‘The Bible clearly 
reveals that the Omnipotent God uses the more excellent 
way of love. Only simple men, no matter what their sta- 
tion in life, are silly enough to try to produce the best 
world by force. 


CHRISTIANITY APPLIED, THE NEED OF THE WORLD 


The secret of the marvelous material advancement of 
the past two or three generations is found in the utiliza- 
tion of the great physical forces of steam, electricity, and 
gasoline. Scientists did more than write books or lectures 
on the power of steam. ‘They invented and built engines 
for its utilization in bearing our burdens and turning the 
wheels of our machinery so that its force could be used 
to pull trains of cars laden with material to be manu- 
factured, thereby making a definite contribution to the 
material progress of our age. Steam applied made the 
ocean a highway for commerce and made a thousand other 
contributions to modern progress and success. 

Thomas A. Edison did more than deliver lectures about 
or write books on electricity. He went into his laboratory 
and tirelessly worked away on the invention of instruments 
for the utilization of electric power. The utilization of 
electricity, and not learned discussions about it, makes it 
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light our homes and the streets of our cities and turn the 
wheels of useful machinery in the manufacture of materials 
to bless mankind. 

Learned discussions about the explosive power of gaso- 
line would never have amounted to very much unless 
some practical inventor had come along to devise ways 
and means to utilize its explosive power and make it do 
constructive rather than destructive work. The secret, 
I say, of the marvelous progress in material matters is 
found in the utilization of the physical forces about us, 
culminating in the wonderful material advancement of 
our times. 

There are likewise great spiritual-~forces in the world 
which must be utilized in the same manner as we have 
utilized our physical forces, if we expect to produce a 
good man in our good earth—if we expect a spiritual ad- 
vancement commensurate with our material progress. 

The same devotion, application, and even abandon, are 
needed in the utilization of the well known spiritual forces 
such as faith, prayer, and love. ‘The task of the minister 
today is not the mere display of learning, not gripping 
his hearers by the power and magnetism of his oratory, 
not mere dabbling in what we call the social gospel. His 
task is to interpret and release the spiritual forces spoken 
of in the Book of Life and make them available to the 
humblest child in the family of our God. 


UTILIZING FAITH’S POWER 


There is wonderful power in Faith. This age needs at 
least one specialist in faith who will devote a life time of 
continuous study and discovery in faith so that in that 
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realm he may make a real contribution like Edison made 
in the realm of electricity. 

Some wonderful things are said about faith in the 
“Book of Life.” “By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death.” By faith Abraham, obedient to 
God’s command, went out not knowing whither he was 
going, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with 
him of the same promise as he looked for a city and a 
civilization that hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. “By faith Moses esteemed the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt, for he 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” By faith the 
patriarchs and prophets subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of aliens, re- 
ceived their dead raised to life, while others willingly died 
in the faith looking for a better resurrection. Jesus said, 
“If ye had the faith of a mustard seed you would say to 
yon mountain, ‘Be plucked up and cast into the sea,’ and 
it would be done.” “‘Be it unto you according to your 
faith.” “Thy faith hath saved thee.” 

I beseech you, let us go into faith’s laboratory, discover 
and utilize its powers, and release its energies to a faithless 
generation so that in these days the mountains that stand 
in the way of the progress of the Kingdom of God and hu- 
man brotherhood may be plucked up and cast into the 
sea. Faith’s heritage is the possible possession of us all. Let 
us release it to all, as Edison has released the subtle powers 
of electricity, so that in the realm of the spiritual we may 
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have a corresponding and comparable progress and ad- 
vancement. 


UTILIZING PRAYER’S POWER 


There is great spiritual power in prayer. This age needs 
at least one specialist in prayer. It is true that we have 
had much told us, and much also has been written about 
prayer. Much thought has been given to defining and ex- 
toling its efficacy and value. We have read how Isaac 
prayed, and God gave him the right kind of wife; how 
the Hebrews prayed, and God quenched the flames of 
the fiery furnace; how Daniel prayed, and God locked the 
jaws of hungry lions; how Hannah prayed, and God gave 
her a son, Samuel; and how Jesus prayed on the Mount of 
Transfiguration when His countenance was changed as He 
disrobed Himself of the garments of humanity and put 
on the royal radiance of divinity. The poet goes deep 
into the definition of prayer when he sings: 


Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed; 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

His watchword at the gates of death; 
He enters Heaven with prayer. 


But above the fascinating story of answered prayers, and 
above the definitions of what prayer is, above the most 
excellent things written about its power and efficacy, I 
hear the voices and feel the urges of helpless, hopeless 
multitudes crying, “Teach us to pray. Teach us to utilize 
the power of prayer. Teach us to harmonize our wills with 
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the divine will, so that we may have our prayers answered 
as definitely as touching a button on an electric switch and 
flooding our dark rooms with light.” We need somebody 
to teach us how to utilize prayer’s power practically and 
make it available even to the least of the children of men. 


UTILIZING LOVE’s POWER 


This age needs spiritual geniuses to invent ways and 
means by which we may utilize the spiritual power of 
love. In the realm of the spiritual we are too content with 
big talk, discussion groups, forums, and other such feeble 
instruments in utilizing spiritual power. Had we used 
the same methods in the realm of the physical, we would 
still be living in the ox-cart age of transportation. The 
power of love must actually and practically become op- 
erative in the solution of the problem of human relation- 
ships. Even books and learned lectures about love cannot 
do what ought to be done. It must be done by utilizing 
the laws of love’s activity. Love is the spiritual light of 
the world. When “‘love shines in,” envy, jealousy, malice, 
superiority complexes, bigotry, snobbery, and hatred move 
out. In this dark age of malice and hatred we need to 
light the candle of love! 

What a difference it would make if we sought to solve 
the problems of race relations with love, tolerance, and 
good will! Far too much of the solution of the problem 
today is sought through methods of intimidation, force, 
and the preservation of unethical traditions not worthy 
of perpetuation. Much of the efforts being made today is 
not for an adequate solution of the problem but to devise 
ways and means of so-called expediency which is only a 
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method of dodging the real issue. Humanity in our mod- 
ern world is becoming more and more a brotherhood. The 
day of the narrow provincialism in attitudes and conduct 
is gone forever. Only old fossils cling to it. 

_ What a difference it would make in the solution of our 
international problems if love were applied among the 
nations! Why can we not make international good will 
and love operative? Under a good-will system of trade 
among the nations a just and peaceful plan of trade could 
be agreed upon by which the products of various nations 
could be made mutually available to other nations accord- 
ing to the natural law of supply and demand. Under world 
brotherhood, not in name but in fact, an international 
scale of wages could be agreed upon so as not to give one 
group the advantage over the other and so as not to per- 
petuate a system of luxury among some people and star- 
vation among others equally as worthy of life’s good 
things. 

There is a lot of nonsense passing for wisdom among 
the strong in these days, in spite of the influence of nearly 
two thousand years of Christianity which makes the great- 
est among nations, races, and individuals the servant of 
all. Under our present semi-pagan program, failure is 
inevitable. ‘The great God uses His omnipotence, His love, 
His glory, His dominion to help, to lift, to cleanse. The 
great race or nation uses its power, its greatness, to ex- 
ploit, to rape, to crush the weak in the midst of the ethics 
of the jungle! 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SERVICE 


“Ye shall receive power—Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me.”’—Acts 1:8. 


‘THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE GREAT REVELATIONS OF GOD IN 
the Bible: God the father; God the Son, or God with us; 
and God, the Holy Spirit, or God in us. 

In spite of the fact that since the beginning of the Chris- 
tian Church we have been living in the dispensation of 
the Holy Spirit, we have placed such a little emphasis upon 
his work in kingdom building even though it is clearly 
taught in the New Testament that not even a beginning 
in that important work could be made without an “en- 
duement of power,” the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The disciples of Jesus who had been with him from 
the beginning of his ministry in spite of their, knowledge 
of Jesus and acquaintance with his wonderful works were 
not ready to begin their work of kingdom building until 
they received on Pentecost the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

John Wesley, in spite of his religious background in a 
Christian home, his excellent intellectual training and 
even his membership in the Holy Club was not ready to 
establish Methodism until he “felt his heart strangely 
warmed” at Aldersgate. 

We have depended too much on rationalizing and 
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mere intellectual Christian evidences in promoting Chris- 
tianity. People who have merely thought through Chris- 
tianity are not strong enough to impart it to others. It is 
only as Christians become incarnations of Christianity 
that they can efficiently promote it. 

If there is anything in my life of which I am proud it is 
on account of the fact that I received my earliest inspira- 
tion to become a religious worker from the book of the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

I am the son of an ex-slave Methodist preacher who 
could scarcely read or write. He had no library. He only 
had a few simply written Bible stories lying around in con- 
venient places in our log-cabin home. 

The year in which I was converted in an old-fashioned 
revival conducted by my father happened to be the very 
year I learned to read well enough to enjoy reading a 
book outside of the textbooks of the rural school in which 
I received my first educational training. 

One summer day, I picked up one of my father’s simple 
story books which happened to be the story of the Acts 
of the Apostles told in simple language easily intelligible 
to a child reader. I read about Pentecost, its rushing mighty 
wind and tongues of fire. I learned how Peter, under 


the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was transformed from 


a weakling afraid to own his Lord or unable to watch with 
him an hour while he prayed in the Garden, to a spirit- 
filled, fearless preacher who was able to convince and 
convert many of the very people who had crucified his 
Lord. Even my boyish mind was surprised at the man 
who, a few weeks before, denied his Lord three times, but 
now was filled with such power that he was not afraid to 
stand before kings and “tell the things which he had seen 
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and heard.” I read how the early Christians under an en- 
duement of power became so mutually interested in one 
another that the rich sold their possessions and made them 
all the common possession of the Christian brotherhood. 
Under the spell of the early Christians I received my first 
desire to become a worker endued with a spiritual power 
like them. 

I am fully persuaded that the equipment for a fully 
successful ministry and Christian service in the promotion 
of the Kingdom of God is and has been one and the same 
throughout the Christian centuries. ‘The way is not in 
modern theories and methods. It is plainly written in the 
teachings of Jesus. 

Let us, therefore, transport ourselves backward over 
the rolling centuries, over mountains and vales and seas; 
and in our historical imagination mingle with a small 
group of the disciples of Jesus as they listen to the parting 
words of their resurrected Lord as told in the Gospels and 
Acts of the Apostles. Hear him as he earnestly speaks to 
his disciples: “All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore and make disciples of all na- 
tions baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you, but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem until ye become endued with 
power from on high.” 

You will pardon me if in a crude manner I attempt to 
dramatize this scene, putting into the mouths of Jesus and 
of his disciples many words which are not written ex- 
cept between the lines of the Bible. 

“Peter, James, John: I heard you suggesting a while 
ago that I now at this time restore again the Kingdom to 
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Israel. It is not for you to know the times and seasons. 
That’s the Father’s business. In fact, knowledge of what 
will come to pass isn’t the thing you need most. Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you, 
and ye shall be my witnesses— (my martyrs) in Jerusalem 
in Judea and unto the utmost parts of the earth.” 

But Peter probably demurred, saying, ““O Lord and 
Master, we are ready to go now. We matriculated three 
years ago in your Theological Seminary. We have sat 
these three years under your matchless instruction. We 
heard you preach with such simplicity and power, that we 
remember almost every word you said, and can preach 
your sermons to the nations. How our hearts filled and 


thrilled under the power of your sermons! Master, we are ~ 


ready now. Our eyes have seen the wonders you performed 
when you healed lepers, opened blinded eyes, unstopped 
deaf ears, took lame men by the hand and stood them on 
their feet. Do you think we can forget that day when on 
the sea a storm was raging and the waves were dashing and 
we all despaired of our lives until you bade the raging 
winds and tossing waves be still, and they obeyed you? 
We can tell it,—let us go: Master, we were there, three 
of us, on the mountain top when you took off the dusty 
sandals of earth and put on the shining garments of 
heaven and divinity as you talked with Moses and Elias. 
We can tell it. Master, let us go now. We are ready. Do 
you think we will ever forget that day when we were 
with you at the grave of your friend Lazarus. We heard 
you, Master, when you called the dead man out of the 
grave bound in his grave clothes, for these hands of ours 
loosed him of his grave bandages and did let him go. 
Master, we are now graduates of your ‘Theological Sem- 
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inary. We have our diplomas signed and sealed in your 
own blood. Moreover we are witnesses of your resurrec- 
tion. We have seen the print of the nails in your hands 
and feet. We have walked and talked with you in your 
resurrected presence. We are ready to go now.” 

“Never mind,” the Master said: “You are still weaklings. 
You are to wrestle not alone against flesh and blood, you 
must wrestle against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
You need power. I know you. You are too weak. The other 
night when I prayed alone in Gethsemane not one of you 
was able to watch with me one hour while I did tread 
the wine-press alone. You are too weak. You could not 
follow me as a witness for the defense into Pilate’s Judg- 
ment Hall. Peter, you are boasting about your readiness. 
The other day you called a group of my disciples together 
and went back to your old trade, fishing. James and John: 
You two brothers brought your mother along the other 
day to help you to get a place on my right hand and on 
my left hand in my kingdom. You need power. Go up to 
Jerusalem, tarry there until you become of one accord; 
until you have become filled with divine power.” 

They obeyed. They wended their way to the Upper 
Room. They wrestled like Jacob of old for a divine bless- 
ing. They forgot about thrones and places of preferment. 
They left times and places and seasons of the Father and 
placed their all on his altar at his service. They became 
of one mind and of one accord in one place assembled. 
Then they heard the sound as of a rushing mighty wind; 
and cloven tongues like as of fire descended upon them 
and they began to speak as the spirit gave them utterance. 
They came out of the Upper Room and rushed onto the 
streets. Their hearts were warmed and they had tongues 
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of fire! ‘The multitudes ran together. ‘The crowd of hearers 
became so great that Peter, filled with the Spirit, preached 
a sermon which led to the conversion of three thousand 
souls! All Jerusalem and Judea were stirred by the pres- 
ence of these “ignorant and unlearned fishermen” who 
had come into possession of such power that they were 
able to turn the world upside down. Under an enduement 


of power the early church had its beginning in its progress 


down the centuries. 

During the years of my ministry when the wheels of 
progress began to get clogged, I reverted to the same story 
of the Acts of the Apostles. I restudied it to get my bear- 
ings in my own personal religious advance and progress 


and that of the church entrusted to my pastoral care. In > 


my study of the Acts of the Apostles I discovered that the 
only persons capable of making spiritual progress were 
those who had come into possession of an enduement of 
power. The same law of progress holds good today. Es- 
sential, therefore, in a Christian’s life is the consecration 
and dedication of himself to Christian service, and whose 
soul is fired with an unconquerable enthusiasm for king- 
dom building, who not merely knows religious history, 
philosophy and creeds, but whose knowledge of theology, 
ethics and history is mingled with holy fire expressed on a 
tongue of fire by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
There is no other way of becoming effective and efficient 
Christians than that instituted by Jesus. He knew what he 
was doing when he advised his disciples who had lived 
with him three years, heard his sermons and private in- 


structions, who had seen the wonders he performed in. 


their presence and witnessed his death and resurrection, 
to tarry in the city of Jerusalem for the enduement of 
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power from on high. It is not enough to know the truth. 
It is not enough to have a vivid, unmistakable, religious 
experience. But ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you, and ye shall be Christ’s witnesses, 
who know him, in Judea, and in the utmost parts of the 
earth. You need courage to the extent of laying down your 
life for Christ. You need the divine nature, wisdom and 
personality—Christ in you! You need to be filled with 
all the fulness of God! ; 

To know about the importance of an enduement of 
power by the gift of the Holy Spirit and come into pos- 
session of that gift are quite different matters. Let us now 
give some attention to the technique of how to become 
filled with the Holy Spirit and thereby become fully 
equipped for divine service. 

First of all, 1 want to confess that I do not consider 
myself a practical expert in this very important matter. 
I do know, however, that for years I have sought and read 
practically everything written on this topic. I cannot say 
that I have yet found any one thing written that has been 
completely satisfactory to me, nor can I say that I myself 
have already attained that gift. Like Paul I am reaching 
forth to the things which are before and pressing forward 
toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God 
in Jesus Christ. 

The first step in obtaining the gift of power is the same 
as that taken by the disciples of Jesus when they obeyed 
his instructions and gathered together a group of devout 
Christians in the Upper Room and there in prayer, con- 
secration and dedication of themselves to God, they recog- 
nized the fact that even though they had walked and talked 
with Jesus and could bear witness of his teachings and 
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mighty works, they still needed something more if they 
were to be able successfully and irresistibly to promote 
his kingdom among men. In the Upper Room they cru- 
cified their own personal, self-centered interests and am- 
bitions and laid their lives on God’s altar to be used for | 
Him and by His power for His service. Peter reached the 
point where becoming a fisher of men became the height 
of his ambition and the goal of his life to such an extent 
that he would never again turn back to his old trade as a 
fisherman in the Sea of Galilee but henceforth would dedi- 
cate his life to fishing for men in building the kingdom 
of his Lord. James and John lost sight altogether of their — 
desire to sit on the right hand and on the left hand of 
their Lord and decided without reservation to give all 
they had for His service, seeking not to do their own will 
but the will of their Lord. The one hundred and twenty 
in the Upper Room became so harmonious in their de- 
sires, aims and ambitions that they all became of one mind 
and one accord. Each and all began to look for and expect 
a fulfilment in them of the Promise of the Father as written 
in the Book of the Prophet Joel. It was then they heard 
the sound of a rushing mighty wind and each and every- 
one began to speak with tongues of fire as the Spirit spoke 
through them. 

Another step in receiving the gift of the Spirit is the 
acknowledgment on our part of our need of Him in the 
promotion of the work of the church. Unfortunately for the 
church, in spite of the clear teachings of the scriptures, 
too many promoters of Christianity practically ignore the 
work of the Third Person of the Trinity in the very dis- 
pensation in which the Holy Spirit is in command and 
is the source of power. Jesus told his disciples that he was 
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going away but that he would amply make up for his ab- 
sence by the presence and work of the Holy Spirit who 
would “‘take the things of mine and reveal them unto you.”’ 
We cannot know God the Father or God the Son in these 
days except as they are revealed by the Holy Spirit. Strange 
to say, the great day in the Christian calendar is not Christ- 
mas or Easter but Pentecost. And yet how few churches 
and Christian workers place that emphasis upon Pente- 
cost. Most churches do not celebrate Pentecost at all. The 
marvel of the whole matter is how the Christian Church 
with its lack of emphasis upon the Holy Spirit has been 
able to keep alive to say nothing of making progress in 
the conquest of the world for Christ. ‘The revelation of 
God as creator, as deliverer of His chosen people, as a 
shepherd leading His people into green pastures, or as a 
Father pitying His children because He knows our frame 
and remembers we are dust cannot be made impressive to 
us except by the Holy Spirit. ‘The revelation of the Son 
of God—Emmanuel—God with us cannot be fully accom- 
plished except by the Holy Spirit who actually comes 
closer to us than Jesus who was God with us by becoming 
God in us which to us is the greatest revelation of all. 
God in us not merely reforming us but making us partak- 
ers of the divine nature and transforming us into children 
of God, heirs of God’s possessions and heirs even of God’s 
nature and character. 

The third step is in our faith, in the fact that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit is for all believers. Of course there 
are certain conditions we must meet before we can receive 
that gift. We must ask for it without the selfish desire of 
becoming more effective or even efficient in Christian 
service with self-distinction or self-exaltation as our major 
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motive. The Holy Spirit will not be given to unregenerate, 
unrepentant and wicked-hearted people in whom envy, 
jealousy, ill-will and hate dominate in their attitude to- 
ward others even if they seek and ask for His indwelling. 
It is given to believers who go further than mere intel- 
lectual assent to the Christian philosophy of life. Our 
faith must be deep rooted enough to cause us to subscribe 
to and follow Christ as the way and the truth and the life. 

One of the old hymns expresses the truth in a very ex- 
cellent manner: 

Father, I stretch my hands to thee; 
No other help I know: 


If Thou withdraw Thyself from me, 
Ah! whither shall I go? — 


Author of faith! to Thee I lift 
My weary longing eyes: 

O let me now receive that gift! 
My soul without it dies. 


O Jesus, could I this believe, 
I now should feel ‘Thy power; 

And all my wants thou wouldst relieve 
In this accepted hour. 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones in his ABUNDANT LivING has this 
following statement which is the best I have seen written 
concerning receiving the Holy Spirit. 

“Remember: The Spirit is a gift. “Ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.’ You cannot be worthy of His 
presence or earn the right to it. You can do one thing and 
one thing alone—empty your hands and humbly take the 
gift. Having given yourself you now have a right to take 
Himself. ‘Then repeat to yourself ‘He comes, He comes, 
I let Him come, I welcome with open heart His coming, 
I am grateful for His coming. It is done. We belong to 
each other forever.’ ” 
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CHAPTER XIII 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION IN THE 
SOLUTION OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


An address delivered on December 2, 1943 at 
a meeting of the Methodist Conference on 
Christian Education in Kansas City, Missouri 


IN THE DISCUSSION OF THIS SUBJECT IT IS NECESSARY FOR 
the purpose of clarity for me to state in the beginning 
what I mean by the term Christian education. There is 
much confusion at this point which leads both to intellec- 
tual and practical error, and this results in frustration and 
ultimate failure to accomplish anything worth while in 
the solution of social problems. 

I have observed so much missing the mark in the prac- 
tical application of certain kinds of education that I have 
been forced to work out a kind of philosophy of education 
of my own. Merely knowing the truth to me is not suf- 
ficient. There must be in true Christian education a com- 
bination of knowing, doing, and becoming. Christian edu- 
cation when completed produces a genuine Christian in 
character, attitudes and conduct. 

I am growing weary of that type of education which is 
merely on paper and makes its major manifestation in a 
fraternity key, exaggerated self-appreciation, or that pro- 
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duces a goodness of that self-righteous variety. There is 
the danger that such intellectual light may become worse 
than darkness itself. Maybe Jesus had such in mind when 
he said, “If the light that within you be darkness, how 
great is that darkness!”’ 

I will first state it negatively. By Christian education I 
do not mean the mere taking of certain theoretical courses 
in Christianity with a passing mark on the course certi- 
fied to by some accredited institution of learning. These, 
of course, have their value but are not sufficiently sig- 
nificant to become potent factors in the solution of so- 
cial problems. By Christian education I mean more than 
the mere memorizing of the story and teachings of Christ 
and an intellectual assent to Christianity as an excellent 
philosophy and even way of life. We may have all this in 
quite an excellent and orthodox fashion and still be un- 
. qualified to render any practical service in so concrete a 
matter as the solution of the problem of human relation- 
ships. It is possible for the worst sort of hypocrisy and 
downright wickedness to hide themselves under the thin 
veil of orthodoxy. It is the testimonial of history that re- 
ligious enthusiasts and zealots stoned the prophets and 
crucified the Lord of Glory. By Christian education I 
mean the full process in the formation of Christian charac- 
ter and the manifestation of Christian attitudes among in- 
dividuals that compose society-individuals who by the 
Holy Spirit have become born of God, born from above, 
have become partakers of the divine nature, who have had 
Christ formed in them, whose education consists of the 
growth and perfection of the Christ-nature in them and 
the manifestation of Christian respect for human person- 
ality and the exercise of patience, kindness, tolerance, love » 
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and good will toward all men. I mean by Christian educa- 
tion that which actually sets people toward attaining the 
measure of the stature of Christ or being filled with all 
the fulness of God. 

By social problems, I do not confine my thinking to the 
race problem. I am fully convinced that, in a democracy 
composed of as many races and classes of people as ours, 
we are far too conscious of races and classes. ‘Too much 
significance is given to so superficial a matter as 
color in our living together. There is not a person here 
who would enumerate color as one of the important fac- 
tors in his greatness, character or efficiency. If so, hold up 
your hand. I am becoming fully persuaded that the most 
sensible way to solve our color problem is forget it in our 
living together except perhaps in those close, purely social 
contacts leading to marriage and giving in marriage. Even 
there these matters take better care of themselves than we 
can take of them. 

True Christian education can make a contribution to 
the solution of those far more difficult problems, such as 
temperance, thrift and industry, the relation of labor to 
capital, recreation, crime prevention, youth delinquency, 
good government and all other problems of our living to- 
gether. 

Christian education like every other kind of education 
is individual and personal. There is no such thing as a 
Christian social order without a Christian harmony, help- 
fulness, and fellowship that should exist among Christian 
individuals who compose society. ‘The Christian educa- 
tional process is the same as any other educational process. 
It must make disciples of every creature, baptizing each 
one in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
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Spirit, teaching each individual member of society to ob- 
serve the commandments of God. It is like leaven which 
should eventually leaven the whole lump. The Christian 
educational task to be done by the church is greater than 
producing a few well-informed Christ-admiring, pious- 
talking saints. It must fill the world with genuine sons 
and daughters of God producing a God-controlled, good- 
ness-controlled, kindness-controlled, good will-controlled, 
love-controlled social order such as should obtain in the 
family of God in the brotherhood of men. 

True Christian education produces in every person who 
becomes truly educated the spirit of respect for human 
personality. There can be no solution of social problems 
unless members of society mutually respect one another. 
Christian education is, therefore, the only true key to the 
solution of social problems. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones brings to light a point in his Curist 
OF THE Mount which must not be overlooked by those who 
seek to solve social problems. It is respect for human per- 
sonality. He bases it upon the saying of Jesus in the Sermon 
on the Mount in that passage which is not fully under- 
stood and appreciated by many interpreters of the scrip- 
tures: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall kill shall be 
in danger of the judgment. But I say unto you that who- 
soever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment and whosoever shall say to his 
brother ‘raca’ shall be in danger of the council, but who- 
soever shall say ‘thou fool’ shall be in danger of hell fire.” 
There are more ways to murder people than by firearms 
or the thrust of a dagger or bayonet, or by standing them 
up against a wall to be shot at dawn. These are the least 
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harmful forms of murder. They are far greater murderers 
who arrogate to themselves the highest appreciation while 
they assume toward their brother the lowest of deprecia- 
tion. Whether they know it or not, Eternal Justice and 
Vengeance hangs from this high gallows of their own 
erection all those who do not respect their fellows, and 
there is no escape from it. In the final analysis the weak, 
wailing, helpless, hopeless cry of the oppressed is far 
stronger than the iron heel of the oppressor. No nation or 
majority group can ever become strong enough to settle 
social problems by any method except that of justice, 
righteousness and respect for human personality, no mat- 
ter how weak, backward or apparently insignificant minori- 
ty groups may be. Real strength is not in might, nor num- 
bers, nor power but in “the spirit of the Lord of Hosts.” 

True Christian education furnishes another important 
element in the solution of social problems in that those 
who become truly educated after the Christian standard 
place a major emphasis on friendliness, fellowship, help- 
fulness and good will in all social relationships. ‘The great- 
est hindrance to our social progress in these days is the 
hangover of stone-age manhood and jungle ethics far be- 
low the quality and dignity of those who become genuine- 
ly civilized. There may be some virtue in the survival of 
the fittest, but the true, Christian emphasis 1s upon mak- 
ing the whole social order fit to survive. The pagan hero 
who elbows himself to the front by superior physical 
force has become obsolete and antiquated. Kill! kill! kill! 
destroy! destroy! destroy! may be the watchwords of march- 
ing armies, torpedoing submarines, and bombing squad- 
rons of the skies, but in Christian idealism these watch- 
words have no significance whatever. Die! die! die! is the 


185 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF BISHOP ALEXANDER P. SHAW 


Christian watchword, for the most part not appreciated, 
but the living way nevertheless. True heroes under Chris- 
tian standards are not those who kill others but those 
who sacrificially die for others. ‘““The Lord of Glory dies 
for man.’ He does not kill, but he makes alive by the 
transfusion of his own blood into the veins of anemic hu- 
manity. 

The truly cultured person emphasizes the attitude of 
friendliness so much that he refuses to be drawn into a 
brawl or fight of any kind. It is below the dignity of a 
cultured person to engage in a fist fight with anybody or 
for any cause. This same culture should manifest itself 
among nations. The truly cultured individual recognizes 
the existence and culture of others like himself, and the 
greater the degree of genuine culture, the finer the fel- 
lowship and helpfulness. Jesus was no weakling or coward 
when he refused to defend himself or even plead his own 
cause in a mock court. He was no coward. He manifested 
his greatest strength by dying for humanity and righteous- 
ness, thus making rugged Calvary with its cross of ignominy 
and shame a throne of power filled with such magnetism 
that he shall eventually draw all men unto himself and to 
his way of living and dying! 

The whole war system of adjusting human, national and 
social problems is antiquated. It is the outgrowth of 
stone-age manhood and jungle ethics. It is based upon a 
philosophy of physical and brute force ignorantly and 
wickedly exalted to a modus operandi of adjusting mat- 
ters on the high plane of human relationships in the realm 
of free will and self-operation and self-determination. It 
worked fairly well before men became civilized and re- 
mained in ignorance and slavery. ‘There is now in the 
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world too much human progress and intelligence and too 
much of Christian influence and idealism for war to ac- 
complish anything of permanent value. The highest moti- 
vation in our fighting the war in which we are engaged 
and into which we would not have yet entered had it not 
been for the wicked treachery of Pearl Harbor, is that we 
may fight our way out of the present mess and seek there- 
after to set up an intelligent system of human relation- 
ships and a social order worthy of centuries of Christian 
influence and idealism—the only philosophy and practice 
of human relationships that can guarantee good will among 
men and a permanent peace based upon human fellowship 
and brotherhood. 

There is no such thing as overlord regimentation of 
free human beings. Our omnipotent all-wise God follows 
the plan of regimentation in the realm of the physical and 
lower animal life only. He combines atoms and molecules 
according to certain fixed laws. He holds the planets in 
their orbits under such fixed regulations that the mathe- 
matician can calculate an eclipse of the sun or moon a 
thousand years ahead, and it will occur on the exact mo- 
ment calculated without the slightest variation. But in 
the realm and on the high plane of human beings created 
in God’s image with self-direction and self-determination 
he changes his program and process altogether. He seeks 
to have them choose to become of their own volition obedi- 
ent to the higher laws of justice, mutual respect and co- 
operation, kindness, good will and love. God has too much 
sense to try to force or regiment free human beings. He 
seeks to have us of our own volition obey the higher laws 
of human living together which is the true glory of hu- 
manity and lifts man above the lower vegetable and ani- 
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mal life around him, making him worthy of being called 
a son of God, adopted in his family, capable of attaining 
the measure of the stature of Christ or becoming a king 
and priest unto God, filled with all his eternal fullness. 


‘THE CHRISTIAN Major MoriveE Is SERVICE 


It will never be possible to solve our social problems 
without a major Christian emphasis in education upon 
service as the supreme social motive and objective on the 
part of the strong among individuals, races, and nations 
in their attitude toward backward individuals, races and 
nations. ; 

Here we put our fingers upon the causes of wars 
and their consequent suffering and destruction. Under a 
pagan and not Christian philosophy of life the strong in- 
dividual arrogates to himself a superiority often of the com- 
plex variety and proceeds to try to dominate weaker in- 
dividuals instead of serve them. Under a pagan and not 
Christian philosophy of life the superior race becomes 
exclusive, denying equality even of opportunity to weaker 
races, and the superior nation uses its superior intelligence 
and power to hold in subjugation weaker nations. Under 
a pagan and not Christian philosophy of life capitalists 
withdraw themselves into little self-admiring, self-preserv- 
ing groups and seek to exploit instead of serve labor; 
labor groups retaliate by using whatever strength they 
have to force recognition and at least profit sharing from 
capitalists, educated people separate themselves too often 
even in service and sympathy from the uneducated, and 
often so-called good people assume a holier-than-thou at- 
titude toward the bad. 
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True excellence and superiority were never intended to 
give to those who possess them the authority nor privilege 
to lord over their fellows of lesser attainments but to serve 
them. Who can educate the uneducated unless educated 
people do it? Who is capable of making the bad good ex- 
cept through the service of good people? Capital and labor 
must learn to serve and not exploit and dominate each 
other. National and international trade must be conducted 
on a service rather than exploitation basis. 

True greatness is never exclusive but rather is 
all-inclusive. If any being ought to become exclusive 
or assume a superiority complex it is God—God who 
had so much power back in the beginning that he 
created the worlds out of nothing; God, concerning whom 
the Hebrew writer says: “It is he that sitteth in the midst 
of the circle of the earth to whom the nations of the earth 
are but as grasshoppers’; “God, who comprehends the 
dust of the earth, weighs the mountains in scales and the 
hills in balances’; God who has all power, all glory, all 
dominion, all purity, holiness, whose name and nature is 
love, God who knows all things having ten thousand Ph.- 
D’s. piled on top of each other, and yet in the midst of it 
all he is a shield and deliverer, he 1s a rock in a weary land, 
a shelter in the time of storm, he is a refuge to whom help- 
less, hopeless outcasts of the earth may run and find a hid- 
ing place under the shadow of his wings. He ts a shepherd 
leading his people into green pastures and by streams of 
living water and when they walk through the valley and 
shadow of death he walks along with them. God serves and 
does not dominate mankind. 

The eternal Son of God is not exclusive. He is the suf- 
fering servant of Jehovah and of humankind. He disrobed 
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himself of divine glory and took upon himself the form of 
a servant. He took humanity’s infirmities and bore our 
diseases. He opened blinded eyes, unstopped deaf ears, 
cleansed lepers, took lame people by the hand and stood 
them on their feet, and preached glad tidings to a world 
of helpless, discouraged people. For them he wrestled 
with the grim monster death on death’s own domain until 
he snatched victory from the grave and took away death’s 
sting, leading captivity itself captive and giving gifts to 
men in his supreme service of mankind. That’s the way 
God does it. His followers ought to do it in the same man- 
ner. Oh, why should the spirits of mortals be proud and ex- 
clusive, or seek to control or dominate! Superiority and 
excellence are intended to serve. 

I am fully conscious that I oppose the ordinary way of 
thinking and acting, but be that as it may, I want every one 
of you to remember this little secret which I am about to 
give you. 

Whenever we possess excellence of any kind properly it 
does not puff us up or make us unsympathetic and exclu- 
sive. Our strength and excellence put us in debt to our 
fellows. Paul who sat at the feet of the learned Gamaliel, 
and was learned in the wisdom of Greeks even after a mar- 
velous experience with God on the Damascus road or in 
the mountains or Arabia where he heard things that tt was 
unlawful for him to utter, felt himself in consequence of 
his wide experience a debtor to the Jews and Greeks, to 
the learned and unlearned. Negro ex-slaves arrived at this 
truth when they sang: “Ask my brother, How do you feel? 
—J heard from heaven today.” ‘The refrain is “I feel so low, 
so low.’’ Genuine excellence begets humility and not ar- 
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rogance. Arrogant people are invariably the product of a 
spurious greatness. 

We are assembled here today in a conference on Chris- 
tian education. I hope I do not overdraw the picture. 
About us is a war-torn world full of confusion, conflict, 
frustration and hate. Death and destruction stalk even at 
noonday. Much of our best idealism is of that rationalized 
pious-tongued variety spoken well but poorly practiced 
and lived. We are sacrificing our children on altars of 
less value and intelligence than the altars of Moloch. We 
are spending our substance for that which is of no intrin- 
sic Or permanent value. Our inventive genius is being 
utilized to create instruments of death and destruction 
rather than those of peace and life. We are spending 
thirty times as much for crime as for the promotion of 
Christian idealism. We are selling for naught our heritage 
both in heaven and in earth. We arc rationing food and 
clothing but flooding our nation with alcoholic beverages. 
We are talking democracy but practicing fascism and des- 
potism. We are singing “land of the free” in the midst of 
enslaved minorities, and boasting that all men are created 
free and equal but limiting equality with so flimsy a 
standard as the color of one’s skin. A new order is due and 
has been due a thousand years. 

It is sad beyond expression that nominally Christian 
individuals and nations have been parading under the 
banner of the Prince of Peace in the midst of wars and 
rumors of wars for nearly two thousand years! Nearly two 
thousand years listening to Bethlehem’s song of good will 
toward men but still manifesting and promoting ill will in 
our community and national relationships. Nearly two 
thousand years delivering lipservice and worship to a God 
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of love but still controlled by personal, race and class 
jealousy and hatred. I wonder if God can be patient with 
it much longer! The time has arrived for action. 

The poet expresses it as follows: 


This age needs heroes, heroes that will dare, 
To struggle in the solid ranks of truth: 

To grasp the monster error by the throat— 
To bear opinion to a loftier seat 

To blot the era of oppression out 

And lead a universal freedom on. 


If thou wilt be a hero and wilt dare, 

To help thy brother and exalt thyself; 

Thy feet at last shall stand on jasper floors— 

Thy heart at last shall seem a thousand hearts: 
Each heart with myriad raptures filled, 

While thou shalt sit with princes and with kings:— 
Rich in the jewel of a ransomed soul. 


Only a Christian education that has produced genuinely 
Christian men and women of sufficient numbers to control 
our social relationships shall be able to bring in a new 
order much talked about that shall be able to banish war 
and all the attitudes that lead to it and usher in an age of 
permanent peace based upon love and good will among all 
men. 
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HEIRS OF GOD 


Romans 8:16, 17: “THE SPIRIT ITSELF BEARETH WITNESS 
with our spirit that we are the children of God: And if chil- 
dren, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
so be that we suffer with him that we may be also glorified 
together.” 

There is nothing more stabilizing in our conduct and 
more powerful ih enabling us to maintain our present 
faith, standing and inspiration as we face the future in 
pressing on toward attaining life’s goals, than the self- 
consciousness that we are somebody and that our destiny 
is the attainment of the best and highest. 

In the rural community in which I grew up, our fam- 
ily had built up a reputation for standing for that which 
was best in attitudes toward others and personal good be- 
havior. All our neighbors had to do when any member 
of our family fell short in any regard was to say to us: 
“I’m going to tell your parents. You are not acting or be- 
having as a Shaw should.” 

What a difference it would make in our attitudes and 
conduct as Christians if in the hour of temptation we 
would stop awhile and contemplate who we are and ask 
ourselves the question: Can a Christian afford to do this, 
or to act in such a manner toward fellow human beings? 
For after all good conduct is maintained best not by police 
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forces on the outside of us but strength of character on 
the inside of us based not on some wicked tradition which 
has become a mere community custom or pattern but on 
the consciousness that “if any man hath not the spirit of 
Christ he is none of his.” 

Strange to say, too many apparently good people are 
controlled by tradition rather than by the spirit of Christ. 
Nothing is more manifest in the Bible than the fact that 


misguided people who ignorantly called themselves re- 


ligious have been the worst enemies of true righteousness. 
It was they who stoned the prophets and crucified the Lord 
of Glory. It was that same spirit in our day which under- 
girded the unparalleled atrocities of our recent World War 
and is the cause of the tensions among the nations which 
delays the coming of world peace. We must be quite dis- 
criminating regarding even strength of character based 
upon tradition and bigotry. It is in reality the greatest 
stumbling stone in the way of true progress. The spirit 
of God—not the spirit of bigotry—must witness with our 
spirits that we are the children of God. “And if children, 
then heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if so be that 
we suffer with him that we may be also glorified together.” 


CHILDREN OF Gop 


The concept, children of God, needs some clarification. | 


Too much of paganism has entered even into our Chris- 
tian concept of God. He is not known and understood 
merely by rational processes. He cannot be found by 
searching into that which is written concerning him. It is 
not keenness of intellect that enables us to know and un- 
derstand him. Jesus gives us the key in the beatitude, 
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HEIRS OF GOD 


“Blessed are the pure in heart for they (and they only) 
shall see God.” This is how and why he hides his wisdom 
from the egotistically wise and prudent and “delivers it 
unto babes” or how he takes the weak things of this world 
and with them confounds the so-called mighty. 

Children of God are born of God and partakers of the 
divine nature to such an extent that they naturally think 
as God thinks, act as God acts, and harmonize their wills 
with God’s will. Children of God naturally assume the 
God-like attitude toward their fellows. ‘Their love for all 
kinds and classes and races of people is like the love of 
God who so loved the world—the world of good people 
and bad people, rich people and poor people, learned 
people and unlearned people, capitalists and laborers, 
white people and black people—“that whosoever believeth — 


‘ in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 


Children of God possess a greatness of service like God’s 


- greatness who uses his purity and holiness, wisdom and 


power, majesty and dominion, truth and righteousness, 
justice and mercy to cleanse, redeem, serve and exalt men 
rather than control, dominate and exploit them. Children 
of God have in themselves the pent up potentialities of 
becoming in every regard like their Father filled with all 
his eternal fullness! ‘They become heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ “If it so be that they suffer with him that 
they may be glorified together.” 


MEMBERS OF Gop’s FAMILY 


God’s children presuppose the idea of God’s family. 
The most marvelous revelation in the Bible is God’s won- 
der plan of human salvation. And yet it is not strange that 
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God acts as he does toward men created in his own image 
into whose nostrils he breathed the breath of his own life 
when man became a “living soul.” It is not strange also 
that man given freedom of his will lost God’s image, and 
the whole story of divine revelation centers around God's 
plan to restore man to his former glory and fellowship with 
Himself. The birth of the only begotten Son of God, 
as unique as it was, has its greatest significance in the fact — 
that he was only the first fruits of the countless millions of 
men who may become children of God adopted into his 
family, doing God’s will. 

To me the most significant part of Peter’s confession 
upon which was laid the foundation of the church was 
the fact that he was able to see in Jesus the possibility of 
God’s having human children when he testified, ““Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.’’ Upon this rock— 
this confession that man may become a child of God and 
that those men who believe may be born of God, maybe 
hangs the key to God’s wonderful plan of salvation. 

Note also how the Eternal does not circumscribe or 
limit even fallen man. He holds wide open the door of 
hope and even equality with God his Father. 

One of the things which has hindered the progress of 
complete human redemption is the fact that we, rather than 
God, have stood in the way. Unfortunately {or us, we have 
allowed our excellence to make us exclusive rather than 
all-inclusive. Good people may separate themselves into a 
self-admiring group and lose even their interest in and 
sympathy for bad people. Rich people may band them- 
selves together and seek to help, serve and perpetuate 
only those of their own kind. Educated people can with- 
draw their sympathy for and interest in uneducated people 
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except in a patronizing fashion without any worthwhile 
bonds of fellowship. Strong people may use their strength 
to control, dominate and exploit the weak rather than 
serve them and make them strong like themselves. This 
is not the divine plan even for sinful men. “Though your 
sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.” Sing it 
o'er and o'er again. Christ receiveth sinful men. On Cal- 
vary he started a fountain from his own veins to wash their 
sins away. He says to the laboring and burdened, “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.’ God’s wonderful plan of salvation reaches 
down into the depths to lift even fallen men up. He par- 
dons their transgressions, remembering them against them 
no more even forever. He puts his arms around them and 
adopts them in his own family and makes them his heirs 
and joint heirs with Christ “if so be that they suffer with 
him that they may be also glorified together.” 


UNDER Our ELDER BROTHER’S CARE 


We are in God's care. We do not need to fear suffering 
for our present sufferings pale into nothingness when 
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us. The 
spirit prays for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
“All things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them that are called according to His purpose. 
If God be for us, who can be against us?’ We are under 
our Elder Brother’s care. Nothing is able to separate us 
from his love. Tribulation nor distress, persecution nor 
famine, nakedness, peril nor sword can’t do it. For we 
are ‘““more than conquerors through Him that loved us.” 
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor an- 
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gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Jesus Christ our Lord.’’ Our Elder Brother 
cares for us! We have his promise that he will go with us 
even to the end of the ages. He will never leave us nor for- 
sake us. 


The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake. 


Gop My FATHER ~ 


How wonderful to look out on the glories of God’s world | 


with His sun riding across the skies driving away earth's 
darkness by the shining of his glorious light! How wonder- 
ful to behold the diamond-studded heavens, or the silvery 
moon in her beauty as queen of the night! How wonderful 
to think of our Father’s World with its restless oceans, 
rock-ribbed mountains capped with perpetual snows, bab- 
bling brooks running into rivers as they race on to the 
seas! How wonderful to look upon the earth as God’s beau- 
tiful flower garden, to smell their sweet fragrance, or to 
discover His treasures hidden away in the bowels of the 
earth for untold centuries—gold, silver, diamonds, and 
countless precious stones! How wonderful to look upon 
the cattle of a thousand hills, all belonging to our Father 
God, and we as His children are heirs of all that God has! 

I think, however, that in contemplating our heritage in 
our Father God, we stop far too short of the real glory 
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that is in store for us. His earth is ours and the fullness 
thereof; but more than that, wonderful to say, we are heirs 
of all that God is. As children of our parents we are far 
more heirs of their nature than of their possessions. Every 
good quality in our parents belongs to us—their beauty 
in physical form and expression—their fineness of charac- 
ter and personality, their depth of soul and spirit—all are 
ours. Gladly they bequeath not only their possessions, 
which are the least of all, but they give to their children 
all that they are and all that they may ever become. So 
it is with our Father God whose heirs we are. All that God 
is, is ours. His nature, divinity, and love are ours. His 
righteousness, holiness, and justice are ours. His beauty, 
majesty, and glory are ours! All that God is, is ours. He 
redeems us from our sins. He washes us clean in the blood 
of His own Son. He makes us kings and priests unto Him- 
self. He does not limit us. He causes us to grow up to the 
measure of the stature of Christ and fills us with His own 
fullness. He not only adopts us into His own family, but 
He gives His children a place of equal authority with Him- 
| self, even a place on His throne. “To him that overcometh 
will I give to sit with me in my throne, even as I overcame, 
and am sat down with my Father in his throne!”’ Wonder- 
ful, wonderful salvation! No more “strangers and foreign- 
ers, but fellow citizens with the saints and the household 
of God!”’ Filled with all the fullness of God! Heirs of all 
that God has and heirs of all that God is! 

How fortunate it is that these glorious and glowing re- 
lationships with God are more than general but they are 
personal—what belongs to man generally belongs to me 
personally. I can take personal pleasure in singing: 
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My Father is rich in houses and lands, 

He holdeth the wealth of the world in his hands: 
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold 

His coffers are full, he has riches untold. 

And I’m God’s child. 


I once was an outcast, a stranger on earth, 

A sinner by choice and an alien by birth, 

But now I’m adopted—my name’s written down— 
An heir to his mansions, a robe and a crown. 

But I’m God's child. 


No matter if my Father was the creator of all things and 
in him all things consist, He is mine! No matter if he knows 
all things, has all majesty, dominion and power, He is 
mine! No matter if he does comprehend the dust of the 
earth and weigh mountains in scales and hills in balances, 


the Eternal God is my dwelling place and underneath me ~ 


are his everlasting arms. He’s mine and I am his! 


WE SHALL BE LIKE JEsus 


I am amazed when I read those familiar words in John’s 
Epistle: ‘“Behold what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us that we should be called the Sons of God, 
therefore the world knoweth us not because it knew him 
not: Beloved now (not hereafter) are we the Sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be but we know 
that when he shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 
shall see him as he is.”’ ‘They fill me with wonder when I 
think of them. Shall I be like Jesus? Is it really true? I feel 
unworthy of even becoming like Jesus the peasant of Gali- 
lee, a carpenter, working at his father’s trade, to say noth- 
ing of being both very God and very man. It is more than 
I can hope for to become a healer of the bodies and minds 
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of men. It would be more than enough for me to share his 
sorrow and tears in Gethsemane, to wear his crown of 
thorns, like Simon, to bear his cross up Calvary. Shall I be 
like Him calm and serene before Caiaphas and Annas and 
Pontius Pilate? Shall I be like him so strong in character 
and eternal purpose and spirit of sacrifice as to die for the 
salvation of sinners? It is difficult for me to believe it. And 
yet I do know that it is just like my Father who loves me 
to save me from my sins, to wash me and make me clean, 
to put his spirit into me, to make me victorious over death 
and the grave, to cause me to gaze into the face of His Son 
until I become transformed into his likeness, grow up to 
his stature and become filled with all my Father’s fullness. 
Yes, I shall be like Jesus when he shall appear in majesty 
and glory going forth conquering and to conquer having 
upon his vesture, and upon high written King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. We shall be like Him, Our Elder Broth- 
er, heirs of all that God has and heirs of all that God 1s! 
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CHAPTER XV 


THY KINGDOM COME ON EARTH 


“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven.”’—Matthew 6:10. 


‘THIS PRAYER WHICH JESUS TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES IS THE 
expression of the major objective of Christianity. 

Perhaps no other factor has contributed more to re- 
tarding the progress of genuine Christianity in the world 
than the too prevalent notion that its benefits and real 
fruition are to become realities only in the hereafter, 
rather than here. Far too many well-meaning Christians 
are so other-worldly-minded that they overlook almost en- 
tirely the this-worldly teachings of Jesus and of the Bible 
so manifest in the New Testament. We have allowed our 
imaginary dreaming concerning the hereafter to cause us 
to overlook and often ignore the manifest teachings of 
Jesus concerning the present implications of Christianity 
and its influence upon our living together here. 

The Christian revelation is primarily for this life, this 
age, and this world in which we live, and not for the here- 
after. Jesus came to bring good news and glad tidings to 
the world from heaven, and not primarily to tell that 
“far off divine event toward which the whole creation 
moves.” When Christ was born, a heavenly messen- 
ger announced His coming to the earth: “Unto you is 
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born this day in the City of David a Savior which is Christ 
the Lord”; and the angel choir sang to the earth a new 
song: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth (not in 
heaven) peace and good-will among men.” Jesus an- 
nounced to the people to whom He was speaking: “I am 
come that ye might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” It was to the congregation assembled that 
He read the fulfilment of the ancient prophecy: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” There is no condition in heaven—no joy—no 
peace—no harmony—no fellowship—no love and good 
will in heaven—that does not belong in its fullness to the 
earth through the Christian evangel. Heaven heals all of 
earth’s sicknesses and sorrows and even its iniquities. In 
Christ Jesus heaven comes down to us in the earth. 

Even a casual study of the teaching and preaching of 
Jesus shows that His major emphasis was placed upon the 
Kingdom of God. 

To Jesus, citizenship in God’s Kingdom consisted not 
in being born in the land where God rules, but in becom- 
ing “born of God,” born from above, born of the Spirit, 
partaking of the divine nature. To Jesus the truly happy 
man was poor in spirit, meek, peaceful and peace making. 
Not even the physical or spiritual eyes of a man could see 
God until he became pure in heart. To Jesus the Kingdom 
of God was like the sower who went forth to sow the 
mustard seed; the treasure hidden away in a field or the 
goodly pearl, or the little leaven hidden in three measures 
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of meal, but it reached its reality only in the childlike 
spirit incarnated in men. ‘““The Kingdom of heaven is 
within you.” 

This far-off, other-worldly conception of Christianity 
has produced a practical religious situation among so- 
called Christians which borders on the ridiculous. Too 
often we discover so-called children of God acting in their 
attitudes toward, and relationships with, their fellows, as 
children of the devil. God’s children in the earth should 
be, think, and act like Him. It seems to me. that this over- 
emphasis on the other-worldly hopes and aims of Chris- 
tianity is a means by which Satan has side-tracked Chris- 
tians during the centuries and made inoperative the genu- 
ine Christian spirit and charter which long before this 
ought to have given us the Kingdom of God in the world. 
“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven!” | 

Another fact overlooked in promoting the Kingdom of 
God is that it cometh not by observation, nor is it the re- 
sultant of superior force and of the spirit of domination. 
It comes as an answer to prayer, as a gift of God to those 
who surrender their wills to Him, as the resultant of divine 
and not human methods and processes. It is not a reforma- 
tion, but a transformation by a renewal of our minds, wills, 
and attitudes, and by the consecration and dedication of 
ourselves to God in doing His will. It means more than the | 
committing to memory of divine rules of being and con- 
duct or our intellectual assent to divine truth discovered 
and memorized. It means the submission of our wills to 
the divine will, so that God’s laws of life will be obeyed 
by us, even as the laws of nature are obeyed in the physical 
world about us. He has given us free wills, but He de- 
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sires them to become subject to His will. The beginning 
of having this prayer answered, which Jesus taught us, is 
in ourselves first. 


Gop’s KIncGpomM In Us As INDIVIDUALS 


“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done” tn me. It would 
work a transformation indescribable if every individual 
Christian would steal away into some secret closet and 
actually pray this prayer through until it would be an- 
swered in its fullness in every Christian. It would be a fine 
spiritual program for every individual Christian to steal 
away into his closet of prayer and actually examine him- 
self as to whether or not God controls him. Some of us 
upon self-examination might discover that envy, prejudice, 
malice, hatred, and ill-will in us may be stronger than our 
spirit of kindness, patience, tolerance, good will, and love 
for our fellows. If every individual would actually pray 
through the above prayer, a mighty transformation in hu- 
man attitudes, relationships, and fellowships would take 
place in our living together to an extent that we now think 
impossible! “Thy Kingdom come. ‘Thy will be done” in me 
as it is in heaven. 


Tuy KINGDOM COME IN Our HoMEs 


In spite of the fact that the forces of evil are using every 
possible means of belittling the family, we shall never 
have a genuinely Christian world until the will of God is 
done in our homes, and our homes here on earth become 
heavenly in the peace, love, and harmony which dominate 
them. 
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If there is anything in my life of which I am proud, 
it is the fact that I was born and reared in a home that 
was dominated by religion. It was a three-room log cabin, 
which housed our family of father and mother and eleven 
children, but that did not matter. Our home was con- 
trolled by religion and God. ‘The Sabbath was strictly ob- 
served. Our home atmosphere was religious. Parents loved 
children, and children loved parents. Our family altar 
was well established and operated. ‘There was a sufficient 
number of us children to form a family choir. How joy- 
ously I remember the hours we spent around the fireside 
as we sang together familiar spirituals, gospel songs, and 
the hymns of the Church! In our assembly we did not sing 
the popular songs of that time such as “‘After the Ball Is 
Over” or “Under the Shade of the Old Apple Tree.’ We 
sang “Steal Away to Jesus,” “Live Humble,” “Let Us Cheer 
the Weary Traveler.’’ We sang “Amazing Grace,” ‘“Chil- 
dren of the Heavenly King,” “How Sweet the Name of 
Jesus Sounds,” “There Is a Land of Pure Delight.” We 
sang “Come, Ye Disconsolate,’”’ ‘““My Heavenly Home Is 
Bright and Fair,” and a selection from the old Epworth 
Hymnal which runs like this: 


Sound the battle cry! See! The foe is nigh; 
Raise your standard high for the Lord: 
Gird your armor on; 

Stand firm every one; 

Rest your cause upon His Holy Word. 


And we joined lustily in the chorus: 


Rouse then, soldiers, rally ’round the banner; 
Ready, steady, pass the word along: 


Onward, forward, shout a loud hosanna: 
Christ is captain of this mighty throng. 
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The Spirit of God descended upon us and filled us and 
thrilled us in such a manner that Christ became all and 
all to us; and to possess His nature, obey His commands, 
and do His will became our greatest joy, hope, aim and am- 
bition. The Kingdom of God came into our humble home 
and the sentiment of the poet was ours: 


Tis heaven below, my Redeemer to know; 
And the angels could do nothing more, 
Than to fall at His feet and the story repeat, 
And the Lover of sinners adore. 


In our home 


Heaven came down our souls to greet 
While glory crowned the mercy seat. 


What we need to do, as families, is to establish and 
maintain our family altars, and wrestle as Jacob did with 
the angel, until we actually have answered our prayer: 


“God of grace and God of glory, upon self-examination 
we find our homes dominated by evil rather than good- 
ness. Our homes, O God, are broken by dissension, bicker- 
ing, jealousy, infidelity, and strife. Our homes are dis- 
rupted and made unhappy by incompatibility on the part 
of fathers with mothers or parents with children. Come, 
God of love, peace, harmony, goodness, and fidelity! Fill 
our home with Thy love, kindness, and good will, so that 
its joy and peace may become heavenly. Set up Thy King- 
dom in our homes!” 

The answering of this prayer would make a heavenly 
place in our earthly home in which we live. The tired 
father, after the day’s work is over, would come to a home 
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that is heavenly. The busy housewife, whose work never 
ends, would rejoice and be happy in such a home, be- 
cause her labor, love, and devotion were understood and 
appreciated. Children in such a home would not wander 
away to find peace and satisfaction elsewhere. ‘They would 
find these in abundance at home. To them there could be 
no place like home. Let us earnestly pray until our prayer 
is answered. “Thy Kingdom come. ‘Thy will be done” in 
our homes as it is in heaven. 


Tuy KINGDOM COME IN Our CHURCH 


The church is more than a place to sing and pray, to 
meet our friends, to hear the word of God preached or 
the songs of Zion sung. It is more than a place in which 
to be baptized or married, or from which to conduct the 
funerals of our loved ones. Its sacredness consists in more 
than being the holy place where we found God and the 
true way to live. It is the rallying place of God-natured, 
Spirit-filled people who have been truly adopted into God’s 
family and who live under the complete domination of 
His will. It is not a passive but an active, marching, mili- 
tant, conquering host, capable of bringing the whole world 
under the dominion of our Savior, Redeemer, and King. 
If the will of God is not done in His Church, where will 
it be done? If God does not rule His Church, where can 
He rule? 

Sad to relate, it too often happens that other than divine 
forces dominate the Church. One of the disappointments 
of my early ministry was to find so many people in the 
Church who had to be reckoned with in my administration, 
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not as if they were God’s people, but people under the con- 
trol of that which was manifestly evil. Unless the Church 
itself is careful, the powers of darkness and evil will domi- 
nate it rather than the powers of light and love. It would 
revolutionize our religious life if only the will of God 
were done in our churches. 

The first step every church should take is to gather its 
members together in a prayer meeting and wrestle with 
God in this prayer until it is answered: 


“God of love and light, God of truth and grace, God of 
harmony and peace, God of kindness and good will, we 
find so much in our church that is out of harmony with 
thee. We are weak, but thou art strong. We find the at- 
traction of error and evil stronger among us sometimes 
than that of truth and righteousness. ‘Too often we are 
unkind when we ought to be kind. Too often we hate 
when we ought to love. Too often we are faithless and fear- 
ful when thou sayest unto us, ‘Fear not.’ Too often we take 
vengeance in our hands when ‘Thou hast said, ‘Vengeance 
is mine.’ We find ourselves controlled by the desire to rule 
rather than the desire to serve. We find envy, jealousy, 
malice, and often downright hatred, lingering in our 
hearts. We find ourselves non-cooperative when we ought 
to be of one mind and of one accord and have a mind to 
work together. Forgive us, Father God, of our sins and 
shortcomings. Strengthen us with the power of Thy in- 
dwelling. Create within us clean hearts and renew Thy 
Spirit within us. Come, God of love, peace, and good will, 
rule us, control us. “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done” 
in our church as it is in heaven! 
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Tuy Kincpom CoME AMONG THE NATIONS 


Do you know what is the matter with the world today? 
Do you know why we were plunged into a global war the 
like of which has never been known before? “Truth is on 
the scaffold! Error is on the throne.” The Princes of Dark- 
ness sit upon the thrones of the nations while Death and 
Destruction ride on in chariots of fire. Brute force and 
might seek to determine the world’s destiny. ‘The founda- 
tion of the best of that which has been accumulated 
through the centuries is being shaken to its very depths. 
Greed, avarice, bigotry, egotism, selfishness, the exploita- 
tion of the many by the self-appointed few, seem to be 
the major objectives of those who are in places of tem- 
poral leadership and power. Confusion, wreck, and ruin 
are found everywhere! _ 

In the midst of this crisis, various economic and social 
philosophies are being advocated, each as the adequate 
solution of the world’s ills. The Communists say: ‘Turn 
the world over to us. We will redistribute its wealth and 
give to all an equal share of the world’s material goods. 
In the material realm we will have all things in common.” 

Communists, however, forget that human life consists 
of more than the possession of things. ‘‘Man does not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God.” Man’s wealth consisteth not in the 
abundance of what he possesses. Even if it were possible to 
equalize the wealth of the world, humanity would fall far 
short of the best in living together. ‘There are hungry souls 
that cannot be fed on material things. Humanity, to come 
to its own, needs more than food and raiment, houses and 
lands, stocks and bonds. It needs integrity, honesty, and 
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purity of heart; it needs patience, tolerance, and agreeable- 
ness; it needs faith, hope, and love; it needs harmony, 
peace, and good will. These a communism of things can- 
not supply. 

The Fascists say: ‘““Turn the world over to us. We will 
solve the problems of the present evil world. We will set 
up a totalitarian state controlled by a self-appointed dic- 
tator whose major excellence is a superiority complex or 
self-appreciation. ‘Thus we will reduce free human beings 
to machines to do the will of their dictator.” 

The difficulty with this philosophy is in the impossi- 
- bility of having a righteous dictator. A machine-natured 
human being would be far below the dignity of humanity. 
The glory of man is in the freedom of his will. Robbed 
of his free will, he becomes reduced to a status below the 
level of humanity. 

If any being can become a good dictator, God can. But 
in all the revelation of Himself, He has never assumed the 
role of a dictator. He assumes the role of a loving, sym- 
pathetic Father. He marshals no armies. He gathers to- 
gether no fleets of dreadnoughts. He has no use for destruc- 
tive submarines, nor flying squadrons of the skies. He uses 
no poisonous gases to destroy life, but in love He sends 
His Son to give the more abundant life, to heal all manner 
of sick, ‘‘to heal the broken hearted and to preach deliver- 
ance to the captive, the recovery of sight to the blind and 
to set at liberty them that are bruised.”” He sends His Son 
to be an example of humble living, a teacher of the true 
way of living together, a promoter of righteousness in a 
world dominated not by force, but by kindness, good will 
and love. He sends His Son to make of the “Old Rugged 
Cross,” with its blood, ignominy, and shame, a great mag- 
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net possessed of sufficient power to draw all men unto 
Himself. God is no dictator. He is a lover of human souls; 
He is a deliverer of His people; He is their Savior, Re- 
deemer, and Friend! Fascism cannot solve the world’s 
problems nor cure its ills. 

The Democracies say: “Turn the world over to us, and 
we will give you a world in which people may best live 
together.”” I am confident that democracies are the best 
form of government yet devised by men, and that they 
have a right to be respected on account of the historical 
service they have rendered humanity. But mere govern- 
ments of the people, by the people, and for the people, 
cannot do the full task of giving to men the highest form 
of government in their living together. We ourselves live 
in a democracy of which we are all proud, and yet even 
we long for something better. The glory of a democracy 
is not in itself but in the fact that it is the key to the high- 
est, provided the people of democracies become a people 
whose “God 1s the Lord.” 

I am not, therefore, a Communist, a Fascist, a Democrat, 
nor a Republican. I am a Theocrat. I am a believer in a 
government whose people are dominated and controlled 
by goodness, kindness, and love. I believe in the Kingdom 
of God. I am following the instructions of my Lord and 
Savior who taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as tt is in heaven.” 

The American way of life with its boasted freedom, 
liberty, and opportunity is not sufficient. Of course, there 
is much of supreme value in our civilization both to live 
for and to die for, but there are still mountain heights of 
harmonious and helpful living together yet to be scaled. 
Even the American way of living can be improved upon. 
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Our glorious government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people, needs the crowning glory of doing the 
will of God. “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Much of that which appeared permanent in our rapidly 
changing social order is passing away. This situation is a 
challenge to the people of today to arise and bring to the 
superhuman tasks of the future a devotion, character, and 
strength undreamed of in the world’s history. The glorious 
achievements of the past and present are but the founda- 
tions upon which we are to build a greater and more en- 
during future. 

I am hopeful, therefore, that we in this generation shall 
bring to the superhuman tasks of our times such equip- 
ment in character and stamina, such loftiness in purpose 
and idealism, such practical excellence in doing the task 
assigned us, such power to make our lofty idealism in hu- 
man relationships, in education, in religion and in all 
life real and genuine, that nations shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks and 
study war no more; that the peace of God and the har- 
mony of God and the love of God shall fill the hearts of 
men adopted into His family, and that the Son of God 


. . Shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 
His Kingdom spread from shore to shore; 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


Thy Kingdom come in my heart! 

Thy Kingdom come in our homes! 

Thy Kingdom come in our churches! 

Thy Kingdom come among the nations! 
Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven! 
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Fear not. Stand upon the hillsides and mountain tops; 
publish, proclaim, declare the good news. 

“The kingdom is coming, O tell ye the story!” 

‘Amen. Alleluia! ‘The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!”’ 
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